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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
NOV. 28
Week one theme: 
God keeps his 
promises

NOV. 29 NOV. 30
Scriptures to 
read this week: 
Jeremiah 33:14-16
Luke 21:33

1 2
Family action: 
Pray about ways to 
help kids in need.

3 4

5
Week two theme:
Prepare the way for 
the Lord

6 7
Scriptures to 
read this week: 
Malachi 3:1-4
Luke 3:2-6

8 9 
Family action: 
Collect items for 
a food bank or 
KyUMH youth.

10 11

12
Week three 
theme:  
Do we have more 
than we need?

13 14
Scriptures to 
read this week: 
Zephaniah 3:17 
Luke 3:7-14

15 16
Family action: 
Send a gift card for 
a young person at 
KyUMH.

17 18

19
Week four 
theme:  
God’s upside-down 
Kingdom

20 21
Scriptures to 
read this week: 
Micah 5:2-5 
Luke 1:46-55

22 23 
Family action: 
Pray for youth 
served by KyUMH.

24 Merry 
Christmas!

KENTUCKY UNITED METHODIST CHILDREN’S HOMES 

Advent Prayer Calendar

Read weekly devotionals 
on your smartphone by 
scanning this QR code!



Week 1: Nov. 28-Dec. 4  
God keeps his promises! 

We can remember that on the first Sunday 
of advent. We know that to be true, but 
there are some promises God has made that 
we are still waiting for him to keep! There 
are children in our community who are 
also waiting for promises to be kept; these 
children might feel like they can’t trust God 
because they can’t trust the grown-ups in 
their lives. Let’s pray together for children 
who need to know that God loves them 
deeply. Let’s pray that they could find adults 
they can trust to care for them and meet 
their needs. 

Family Action: 

Pray together about ways your family 
can help kids in need. 

Here’s one way to help: 

Pool your money (kids’ money too!) to meet 
some of the needs of the children at the 
Kentucky United Methodist Children’s Homes 
(KyUMH).

You can shop from our wishlist here: 

Or donate here:  kyumh.org/donate

Week 2: Dec. 5-11 
Prepare the way of the Lord! 

Did you know that Jesus-followers are called 
to “prepare the way”? Our Malachi scripture 
today says “I am sending my messenger, and 
he will prepare the way before me.” What is 
the work of a messenger? A messenger can 
tell us what to expect or what’s happening 
next. A messenger can help us get ready for 
a transition. The passage in Luke says “the 
curves will be straightened and the rough 
places made smooth.” Have you ever ridden 
on a dirt road or a bumpy road? It feels quite 
different from a newly paved, smooth road! 
Friends, we can share the message with 
others that Jesus is coming. When we do 
that, we’ll make Jesus’ travels smooth! There 
is a baby on the way—how can we prepare 
the way for him? 

Family Action: 

One of the ways we can make rough places 
smooth for people who have never heard 
of Jesus is to meet their very basic needs. 
Some of our young people at KyUMH 
have experienced something called “food 
insecurity” in their lives—that means they 
didn’t always know when they would be 
able to eat next. 

Collect a few cans or snacks this week 
to share with your local food pantry or with 
our young people at KyUMH. When people’s 
bellies are full, it’s easier for them to hear 
the message of Jesus! 

Week 3: Dec. 12-18 
Do we have more than we need? 

This is a hard question! It’s so easy to get 
caught up in the holiday season of buying 
gifts for our loved ones. Buying gifts isn’t 
bad—it’s a great way to show love for 
others. John says “If you have two shirts, 
give one to the poor. If you have food, share 
it with those who are hungry.” John the 
Baptist’s words for us here are so powerful. If 
we know how much God loves us, and if we 
follow Jesus, our actions will show our love 
for Jesus. You might not know that you have 
neighbors at school, at church, or in your 
community, who are in need. How can you 
share God’s great love with your neighbors? 
Do you have two shirts? (You probably have 
more than two!) Can you share something of 
yours that is important to you with someone 
who needs it? 

Family Action: 

At the Kentucky United Methodist Children’s 
Homes, we ask for gift cards, so our teens 
can choose their own “shirts”. Can your 
family pool your money and give a gift 
card for a young person who doesn’t have a 
safe, healthy family? 

Gift card guidelines:

Week 4: Dec. 19-24 
God’s Kingdom is Upside-Down! 

What do you imagine when you picture 
an upside-down Kingdom? Jesus’ story is 
so amazing, because we are waiting for a 
new King, but this King is a baby who was 
born in a stable with the animals instead 
of a royal leader who sits on a gold throne. 
Do you have any younger siblings? Do you 
remember how your siblings cried and 
depended on your grown-ups? Can you 
imagine a tiny baby being a King or Queen? 
That is what God’s Kingdom is like—some 
of the things we might expect are upside 
down. Mary’s Song tells us that God lifts up 
the humble and the lowly instead of the rich 
and famous. Our verses in Micah tell us that 
our new King comes from an unexpected 
place—a tiny town called Bethlehem! What 
can you do this week to lift up someone who 
is “lowly”?

Family Action: 

Did you know that some families and homes 
aren’t safe? It’s hard to imagine if your home 
is a safe place. Please take the time to 
pray together for our kids at KyUMH; 
they need to know God’s love for them! The 
Bible tells us that when we pray, God listens! 
And the cool thing about praying is that it 
changes our hearts toward others.  

If you’d like to, you can send them a 
Christmas card or picture you drew 
together. Mail your card or picture to:  
1115 Ashgrove Rd, Nicholasville, KY 40356. 


