
Radiographic Requirements 

 

In order for us, your treating dentists, to accurately diagnose oral health issues, we 
will need the appropriate radiographs. At The QPD, we utilize the most advanced 

digital technology to take your x-rays, hence minimizing your exposure to radiation 
as digital x-rays offer the lowest radiation dose possible. (The radiation reduction is 

up to 60% of traditional x-rays.) Humans are exposed to radiation of varying types 
and degrees during their lifetime – from airport and security screens, to sunshine, 

to home appliances. Dental x-rays, when combined with our protective measures 
such as lead shielding, involve an extremely minimal exposure to radiation.   
  

Generally speaking, the accepted radiographs for every new patient’s first visit at 
The QPD will be a full set of x-rays (or equivalent). If you have had had a full set of 

x-rays taken in the last 12 months and would like us to perform your dental exam 
utilizing them, please BRING them with you or have them EMAILED to us in 

advance. If the radiographs are sufficient and of diagnostic quality, as a courtesy to 
you, our doctors will read and diagnose from them at no charge to you. But it’s 

very important that you know this: once you’re in our comfy treatment chairs and if 
you have not provided us with these necessary x-rays, we can only continue our 

assessment appointment AFTER taking our own set of diagnostic images.   
  

  
After this initial first visit, your future visits’ radiograph requirements will vary and 

are on a need basis. At The QPD, we follow the ALARA (As Low As Reasonably 
Achievable) Principle to determine each patient’s radiographic needs and we are 

adamant about ensuring the recommended x-rays for each patient will aide us in 
diagnosis and are not a part of a “one size fits all” model. When recommending 

radiographs for patients, his or her health history (medical + dental) and 
susceptibility to oral disease are two factors, among many, that we take into 
consideration. Other factors involved include (but are not limited to):  

• decay rate  
• periodontal disease  

• alcohol use  
• tobacco use  

• systemic diseases  
• medications  

  
Please know that you, the patient, have the choice of whether to proceed with 

having the recommended radiographs taken. But you must also be aware that your 
dentist or dental hygienist has the right to refuse treatment if the recommended 

radiographs are not present at the time of treatment. This is because our dental 
professionals cannot provide care for you based on an incomplete diagnosis without 

risking liability for failure to diagnose or treat existing conditions.   
 

 


