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AGENDA

12:00 – 12:05: Shift Zero Introduction 

 

12:05 – 12:10: Overview of the Clean Energy Transition Institute 

12:10 – 12:30: Community-Defined Decarbonization Findings

 

12:30 – 12:37: Introduction to Northwest Clean Energy Atlas

12:37 – 1:00: Discussion / Q&A 
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https://www.cleanenergytransition.org/
https://www.cleanenergytransition.org/projects/rural-and-tribal-community-decarbonization/community-defined-decarbonization
https://www.nwceatlas.org/


CLEAN ENERGY TRANSITION INSTITUTE

What We Are: 
Independent, nonpartisan

Northwest research and analysis

nonprofit organization

 

Our Vision: 
Accelerate the transition to a

clean energy economy in the

Northwest

Our Role:
Provide unbiased research and analytics,

offer an information clearinghouse for

policymakers, and convene diverse

stakeholders

2

Pho
to

 b
y Jim

 C
ho

a
te

Shift Zero Lunch n Learn | Nov. 9, 2022



RURAL AND TRIBAL 
COMMUNITY DECARBONIZATION
A PORTFOLIO OF EQUITY-FOCUSED PROJECTS: 

Community-Defined Decarbonization

Qualitative report sharing the challenges, strengths, and desires of residential

decarbonization for rural and Tribal communities

Claiming Power

Video story-telling project that explores how Northwest rural communities

experience the clean energy transition

Harvesting the Sun, lead-off film: Three small businesses in Jefferson and

Clallam counties benefited from the USDA REAP program

Upcoming films: 

Lummi Nation, energy sovereignty

Okanogan county, economic development
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ABOUT ME
Grew up in rural Eastern Washington, near Moses Lake

Doctoral student at Vanderbilt University in the Community Research

and Action program

Research interests in equitable water and energy systems for rural and

Tribal communities, energy sovereignty, and environmental justice

Graduate Research Fellow for the Clean Energy Transition Institute

Very grateful to the interviewees for their time and feedback

throughout this research. Importantly, I do not identify as an Indigenous

person and my lived experiences are different from others, which may

have influenced the interpretation of these results
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ONE

Understand the barriers to decarbonizing

buildings for the state’s rural and Tribal

low-income, energy-burdened households.

TWO

Determine whether decarbonization

strategies and clean energy development

could address energy inequities in rural

and Tribal communities.
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PROJECT AIMS
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METHODOLOGY Conducted 24 semi-structured interviews via Zoom with rural and Tribal

community members, as well as nonprofit organizations and government

agencies. 

SEMI-STRUCTURED INTERVIEWS

Compiled statistics, historical background, and academic literature after

the interviews were analyzed, because we are not experts in rural and

Tribal aspirations for their respective communities. 

ANALYSIS AND FRAMING

Received feedback from all participants throughout the process ensure

themes were adequately summarized.

PARTICIPATORY APPROACH
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OVERVIEW
OF
FINDINGS
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PATCHWORK FUNDING

"“It [limited funding] makes it really
hard to build momentum. We have

this sort of boom-and-bust cycle.

We’ve built some fairly powerful

infrastructure with our funding, but
most of that [money] disappeared.”

--Vince Schueler
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STRENGTHS
MULTI- ORGANIZATIONAL
COLLABORATION

“One of the main things that we've seen come out

of [the Tribal Indoor Environments Team] is a

better understanding of how each funding agency

works and specifically how each resource can be

used. When we learned to speak another
agency’s language, we often found that our
respective funds could be used more broadly
than we understood previously. For example,

some agencies speak to rehab and construction,

while others speak to environmental remediation,

and the work itself may be the same. We hope this

helps to increase access to and use of funds
that were previously ruled out.” 
-- Erin McTigue
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DESIRES
AFFORDABLE & SAFE
HOUSING

“If we were to start talking about how do
we actually break the cycle of
intergenerational poverty and what

we’re seeing in the condition of the

housing stock, [we ask ourselves] where

can we create those types of [housing]

developments? They become where

we’re creating a community of choice
where people choose to live, where
they feel like they’ve got opportunity.”

-- Ernie Rasmussen
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Looking Forward

Empower organizations
to share resources and 
 ideas

Address socioeconomic  
inequities concomitantly Support Tribal and rural

communities to ensure they benefit
from state and federal funds

Invest in opportunities
for community

involvement

Co-create solutions with
community members and

local organizations
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SAVE IT FOR LATER 

SCAN FOR FULL REPORT
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NORTHWEST CLEAN ENERGY ATLAS
 DATA VISUALIZATION PLATFORM

Launched in May 2022, the Northwest Clean Energy

Atlas provides regional stakeholders interactive tools
to explore energy data relevant to deep
decarbonization in Idaho, Montana, Oregon, and

Washington.

Aims to serve as a source of aggregated data with

visualizations and commentary to drive regionally
focused energy system planning and analysis.

www.nwceatlas.org
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@CETransition

cleanenergytransition.org

THANK YOU

mariah@cleanenergytransition.org
ruby@cleanenergytransition.org
eileen@cleanenergytransition.org
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