Union with Christ
Mike Reeves
#2 - How Does Union with Christ Work?
A.

INTRODUCTION
• Empty jargon?

B.

MARTIN LUTHER AND HIS STRUGGLES WITH GOD
• The problem of the righteousness of God
Romans 1:17
For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith for faith, as it is written, “The
righteous shall live by faith.”

• A God who shares?
William Tyndale
“Evangelion (that we call the gospel) is a Greek word and signifieth good, merry, glad and
joyful tidings, that maketh a man's heart glad and maketh him sing, dance, and leap for joy.”

C.

BEING “IN CHRIST”
Song of Solomon 2:16
“My beloved is mine, and I am his.”

• The marriage of the King and his prostitute

• Marriage Swap
Traditional Wedding Vow:
All that I am I give to you, and all that I have I share with you, within the love of God.

Martin Luther:
“When the devil throws our sins up to us and declares we deserve death and hell, we ought
to speak thus: ‘I admit that I deserve death and hell. What of it? Does this mean that I shall
be sentenced to eternal damnation? By no means. For I know One who suﬀered and made
a satisfaction in my behalf. His name is Jesus Christ, the Son of God. Where he is, there I
shall be also.’”

• The problem of sin goes back before any of your acts of sin.
Romans 5:12-19
12 Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin,
and so death spread to all men because all sinned— 13 for sin indeed was in the world
before the law was given, but sin is not counted where there is no law. 14 Yet death reigned
from Adam to Moses, even over those whose sinning was not like the transgression of
Adam, who was a type of the one who was to come.
15 But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if many died through one man's trespass,
much more have the grace of God and the free gift by the grace of that one man Jesus
Christ abounded for many. 16 And the free gift is not like the result of that one man's sin.
For the judgement following one trespass brought condemnation, but the free gift following
many trespasses brought justification. 17 For if, because of one man's trespass, death
reigned through that one man, much more will those who receive the abundance of grace
and the free gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man Jesus Christ.
18 Therefore, as one trespass led to condemnation for all men, so one act of
righteousness leads to justification and life for all men. 19 For as by the one
man's disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one man's obedience the many
will be made righteous.

• Grafted into Christ
• Clothed with Christ
John Calvin:
As [Jacob] did not himself deserve the right of the first-born, concealed in his brother’s
clothing and wearing his brother’s coat, which gave out an agreeable odour (Gen.27:27), he
ingratiated himself with his father, so that to his own benefit he received the blessing while
impersonating another. And we in like manner hide under the precious purity of our firstborn brother, Christ, so that we may be attested righteous in God’s sight… And this is
indeed the truth, for in order that we may appear before God’s face unto salvation we must
smell sweetly with his order, and our vices must be covered and buried by his perfection.

Isaiah 61:10
My soul shall exult in my God, for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation; he has
covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself like a priest with
a beautiful headdress, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.

John Bunyan:
But one day as I was passing into the field, with some dashes on my conscience, fearing
yet that all was not right, suddenly this sentence fell upon my soul, “Your righteousness is in
heaven.” I thought I saw with the eyes of my soul Jesus Christ at God’s right hand. There
was my righteousness. Wherever I was, or whatever I was doing, God could not say of me
that I lacked His righteousness, for that was ever before Him. Moreover, I saw that it was not
my good frame of heart that made my righteousness better, nor yet my bad frame that made
my righteousness worse, for my righteousness was Jesus Christ Himself, “the same
yesterday, today, and for ever“.
“Now did my chains fall oﬀ my legs indeed. I was loosed from my aﬄictions and irons, my
temptations also fled away. From that time those dreadful Scriptures of God quit troubling
me; now I went home rejoicing for the grace and love of God.”

