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#3 - What does it mean to “Live in Christ?
A.

INTRODUCTION
• How does the truth of our union with Christ shape our ‘everyday, now’?

B.

WHAT IS GOOD CHRISTIAN MOTIVATION?
• The burden of guilt is so heavy.

• Compassion is the beautiful emotion of one who is full of love.

C.

WHAT ARE THE CHILDREN OF GOD FREED FROM?
Romans 8:12-13
12 So then, brothers, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh. 13 For if
you live according to the flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of
the body, you will live.

• Does not “living by the flesh” simply mean not doing naughty things?

• What is a ‘spirit of slavery’?
Samuel Johnson:
1738 — “O lord, enable me, by your grace, to redeem the time which I have spent in sloth,
vanity and wickedness, so that I may be led to a new life in your faith, fear and love;
and so being renewed, I might finally obtain everlasting life.”

1757 — “Almighty God, enable me from this instant to amend my life, that I might not finally
lose the things eternal.”
1759 — “Enable me to shake oﬀ idleness and sloth.”
1761 — “I have resolved until I am afraid to resolve again, yet hoping in God, I steadfastly
purpose to lead a new life.”
1764 — “I have made no reformation. I have lived totally useless; more sensual in thoughts,
more addicted to wine and meat. Grant me, oh God, to amend my life. My
purposes from this time: to avoid idleness, to rise early, to read the Scriptures.”
“I have now spent 55 years in resolving; Oh God, grant me to resolve aright and to
keep my resolutions. I resolve to rise early, not later than 6, if I can.
1765 — “I purpose to rise at eight, because though I shall not rise early, it will be much
earlier than I now rise, for I often lie ’til two.”
1775 — “When I look back upon resolutions of improvement which have year after year,
been made and broken, why do I try to resolve again? I try because reformation is
necessary. I try again, in hope, of the help of God.”

• The slavery of self-eﬀort and self-improvement

D.

WHAT DO THE CHILDREN OF GOD RECEIVE?
• The Spirit of the Son
Romans 8:14-16
14 For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. 15 For you did not receive the
spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons,
by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16 The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we
are children of God, 17 and if children, then heirs — heirs of God and fellow heirs with
Christ.

• The Hope of Assurance
• What does the Spirit do for the Son?
Luke 10:21
21 In that same hour he rejoiced in the Holy Spirit and said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of
heaven and earth.

Romans 5:5
God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to
us.

E.

WHAT WOULD IT LOOK LIKE IF WE LIVED THE LOVE AND JOY FUELLED
LIFE OF THE SONS OF GOD?
• Stars and Saints
Genesis 15:5-6
5 And he brought him outside and said, “Look towards heaven, and number the stars, if
you are able to number them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your oﬀspring be.” 6 And he
believed the Lord, and he counted it to him as righteousness.

Job 38:4-7
“Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth?
Tell me, if you have understanding.
5
Who determined its measurements—surely you know!
Or who stretched the line upon it?
6
On what were its bases sunk,
or who laid its cornerstone,
7
when the morning stars sang together
and all the sons of God shouted for joy?

Daniel 12:1-3
“At that time shall arise Michael, the great prince who has charge of your people. And there
shall be a time of trouble, such as never has been since there was a nation till that time. But
at that time your people shall be delivered, everyone whose name shall be found written in
the book. 2 And many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to
everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt. 3 And those who are
wise shall shine like the brightness of the sky above; and those who turn many to
righteousness, like the stars for ever and ever.

Philippians 2:12-15
12 Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only as in my presence
but much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and
trembling, 13 for it is God who works in you, both to will and to work for his good pleasure.
14 Do all things without grumbling or questioning, 15 that you may be blameless and
innocent, children of God without blemish in the midst of a crooked and twisted generation,
among whom you shine as lights in the world.

