
 
The Suffering Servant 
Isaiah 52:13-53:12 

Sunday 29th March 2020 

INTRODUCTION 

• The Dead Sea Scrolls 

• The Fourth Servant Song: A carefully crafted poem  (HT: David Jackman) 

  A = (52:13-15)  The Servant’s Success: Repulsive but Redemptive 

   B = (53:1-3)  The Servant’s Suffering: Rejected & Despised 

     C = (53:4-6)   The Servant’s Significance: Sin-Bearing Saviour 

   B1 = (53:7-9)  The Servant’s Suffering: Innocent & Willing… 

  A1 = (53:10-12). The Servant’s Success: Crushed but Victorious… 

1. BEHOLD!  THE SUCCESSFUL SERVANT  (52:13-15 & 53:10-12) 

• High and lifted up 

• His extreme suffering means extreme power to cleanse 

• Risen Champion 

• Sprinkling (v.15)? 



  Revelation 7:9-10 
  After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from   
  every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne  
  and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands, and  
  crying out with a loud voice, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne,  
  and to the Lamb!” And all the angels were standing round the throne and round the  
  elders and the four living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and  
  worshipped God, saying, “Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving  
  and honour and power and might be to our God for ever and ever! Amen.” 

  Hebrews 7:25 
  He is able to save to the uttermost those who draw near to God through him, since he 
  always lives to make intercession for them. 

2. BEHOLD!  THE SUFFERING SERVANT  (vv.1-3 & 7-9) 

• The ‘Arm of the Lord’ 

• Despised and rejected 

  Philippians 2:6-8 
  Though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be   
  grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the form of a servant, being born in the  
  likeness of men. And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming  
  obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 

• Why did he sink so low? 

• Innocent and willing 

  1 Peter 2:22-25 
  He committed no sin, neither was deceit found in his mouth. When he was reviled, he 
  did not revile in return; when he suffered, he did not threaten, but continued   
  entrusting himself to him who judges justly. He himself bore our sins in his body on  
  the tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds you have  
  been healed. For you were straying like sheep, but have now returned to the   
  Shepherd and Overseer of your souls. 



3. BEHOLD!  THE SIN-BEARING SERVANT  (vv.4-6) 

• The heart of the matter 

  John Stott: 
  “Before we can begin to see the cross as something done for us, we have to see it as 
  something done by us.” 

   
• Stupid sheep 

  John Oswalt: 
  “That the servant was pierced through and crushed, is the measure of how seriously  
  God takes our rebellion and crookedness.  We typically work to make light of our   
  ‘shortcomings’, to explain away our ‘mistakes’; but God will have none of it.  The   
  refusal to bow to the Creator’s rule, and our insistence on drawing up our own moral  
  codes that pander to our lusts, are not shortcomings or mistakes.  They are the stuff  
  of death and corruption, and unless someone can be found to stand in our place, they 
  will see us impaled on the swords of our own making, and broken on the racks of our  
  own design.” 

• What does God do? 

• Blood flows down 

• Before the Throne of God Above 

• A servant, not to be pitied, but a servant to be praised. 

  Philippians 2:9-11 
  Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above  
  every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on  
  earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the  
  glory of God the Father. 


