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Microbiology Nutrition – It’s Different Thinking
When the call came into the office of this producer making
104 pounds of milk, Priority asked more about his needs to
understand how they could be of service.
Farm Owner: Noah Weaver
Time on P-One™: 1.5 years
Results: Reduced feed costs, reduced dry matter
intake with energy dense diet, improved cow health.
As the industry evaluates top production and tank averages for
the pinnacle of success, it might be tough to believe that even
that level of performance could need assistance. There is a
tremendous expense to reach that level of performance. The cost
of feed, the toll on herd health, and an unsustainable business
model were among the large challenges he faced – For Noah
Weaver it was costing him more to make those pounds of milk
than what he was paid for them. Looking for a more cost-effective
approach to help his business and livelihood perform so he wasn’t
under the control of others – He was looking for a different way.

milk on less intakes, rather than driving intakes. Priority IAC is
effectively assisting many dairies to take back their farm by uniting
innovative Microbiology Nutrition Principles. By applying Priority’s
unique nutrition principles, Noah was able to reach his initial goals
and set new ones.
Richard Breunig, inventor and founder of Priority IAC, visits with
Noah Weaver to discuss what he has seen in his herd. Here are
some of their findings as he uses his dairy as a research-proving
site, his very own on-farm trial.

You were making 104# of milk.
Why did you come to Priority?
Noah: When I called Priority, I was at 104lbs. with a 2.8% butterfat.
It started out that I had been in the 90s with a 3.4% butterfat. I ask
my nutritionist for more butterfat. He said he would see what he
could do. I don’t know what was done, but he changed my ration.
I don’t know what he put in or took out, but it would cost more.
The butterfat would continue to go down, but production was high.
Richard: Did they tell you what they were doing?

Microbiology Nutrition is a different way. Microbiology Nutrition
pairs nutrition with Priority’s knowledge and understanding of
how to feed specific Smartbacteria to benefit the cow for health,
production, reproduction, and efficiency.

Noah: No. He wouldn’t tell me what he was adding and why.
He kept telling me to look at all the milk you were getting, not
understanding how important the butterfat is – That I wanted my
butterfat and to be profitable!

Ration density is the new way - Feeding the rumen specific
Smartbacteria to achieve efficiency with the same or more

Richard: When providing a Priority Ration to a dairy that
previously had a lot of purchased ingredients, we are asked, ‘Why
did you take them out?’ To which I respond, “Do you know why
they are in there?”
Noah: They don’t have any clue why they are in there or what
they do.
~ more on page 2
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~ from page 1

Richard: Yet, there is fear of taking out those ingredients.
Noah: We have been taught the more the better, but that’s not
true.

Why did you decide to start with Priority?
Noah: I had been reading the Priority Reports and they made a
lot of sense.
I kept asking my nutritionist and they couldn’t solve my
problems. They would say they would see what they could
do, but wouldn’t tell me anything. Things would wreck. I’d ask.
‘What can I do?’ and they wouldn’t tell me anything.
I asked my nutritionist what he thought of Priority, he said, he
didn’t think anything good of Priority.
Yet they couldn’t figure out my problems and straighten out the
herd, so why should I believe them? They are telling me not
to go with Priority, yet they aren’t helping me and addressing
the problem.
Richard: So the big difference is Priority is teaching the
nutrition and the purpose of why each ingredient is in the ration.

Noah: We have been taught from day 1 to believe what the
university and nutritionists say, that supposedly know better,
that they are superior.
Richard: What is your confidence like now, running the dairy
with Microbiology Nutrition applied principles?
Noah: I was a nervous wreck during feed changes – I was
afraid they would go off during changes. Now, as long as I am
adding the P-One™ I know I am adding the microbes the cow
needs and she will stay on track – I don’t need to worry.
Now I listen to my cows, not people. Cows speak the truth,
people lie. I know some of these nutritionists don’t know better,
it’s not what they are taught or open to.
Richard: We see this as a team. We work with talented
producers that provide us a lot of proof and insights
on what works.

Does feeding bypass fats make butterfat?
Noah: How can you put fat into a cow and get fat back?
As I looked back at old rations, I think they were adding fats
to get butterfat. It’d be like saying if you feed her grass,
you’ll get grass.

Noah: Yes and when you do that, you give us the power to
make the decisions that are best for us. I think they are afraid
of Priority because you provide information and educate the
producer.

Any truth that MUNs need to be in low teens
to get milk and reproduction?

Richard: So, they didn’t know how to fix it, but didn’t want you
to go anywhere else?

Richard: So how is your milk production and reproduction
with Microbiology Nutrition with single digit MUNs,
compared to before?

Noah: True. They don’t know how the cow operates. He’s been
to college and doesn’t value what I see from the farm. Yet they
are saying don’t listen to the cows.
I think it comes down to big companies and universities telling
nutritionists to believe and trust what is pushed down on them.
The most frustrating thing is knowing all these other producers
are being told don’t believe their cows. I am willing to speak
to others about my experience and what I have learned and
uncovered to be different, but accurate.
In the end, he blamed my roasted beans - Told me to sell my
beans and buy more expensive soybean meal from them.
That’s crazy.

How did nutrition work before Priority?
Noah: It didn’t work at all. They put in whatever they wanted
and you had to take what you get.
Richard: That sounds frustrating. So they just kept adding
ingredients - Did they tell you what they were adding and why?
Noah: No. I don’t think they knew.

Priority brings principles that are very different based
on Microbiology Nutrition – What are the differences?
Noah: Everything is different.
Richard: Why do you think it is difficult for others to grasp?
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Noah: It is all better. I was able to work through any problems
with Priority’s help. When you believe in the ration and how
Microbiology Nutrition works, you don’t look to the ration you
look for the source of the problem. You can go to the source of
the problem, identify it and fix it

Any truth to particle length? Scratch factor?
Noah: Would you want them to put toothpicks in your french
fries? Adding straw is like adding in ground up toothpicks
or wood. The cow doesn’t have a choice, but to eat what
you feed her.
Richard: So you don’t find any truth in that?
Noah: It may be the only way they can control acidosis if they
aren’t using P-One™. They are using something the cow
cannot use, using wood to dilute the ration and make it less
efficient.
Richard: Does particle length have value?
Noah: The longer you cut it, the less that will be used.

Have you had any acidosis with P-One™?
Noah: I haven’t had any acidosis or sub clinical acidosis. It’s
non-existent now.
~ more on page 3
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~ from page 2

Richard: Even through feed changes? Moisture changes?
Noah: The cows didn’t notice a difference.
Richard: So prior to working with Priority, you feel you had
acidosis and subacute rumen acidosis that wasn’t being
addressed?
Noah: I would have some cases now and then, but it was
the subclinical that was getting us – We had quite a bit of
subclinical.
Richard: As the rumen pH is constantly bouncing around the
cow goes on and off feed to cope.

Noah: I feed to an empty bunk.

How does feeding to an empty bunk work?
Noah: I want the bunk to be empty at least an hour before I
feed next. I want the cows to be hungry, come up and eat, and
then go lay down and make milk. This provides consistency.
Richard: So you are trying to have all the cows on the same
page to perform the same way every day?
Noah: If you feed for refusals, dominant cows will keep the
others from the bunk. When they are hungry and ready to eat,
they aren’t going to fight and boss others around; they are
going to focus on eating.

How does Microbiology Nutrition
make the rumen more efficient?

Have you ever been told to make your forages drier?

Noah: They think the bigger the meal, the more they will milk.
I am seeing the more dense the meal, the less the cow has to
eat, the greater their lay down time to make the milk.

Richard: So why do they want it drier?

Richard: Is this more profitable?
Noah: It’s a night and day difference. And you need less feed,
less storage for the feed, less trips through the field to harvest
the feed.
Richard: Because of your Kentucky humidity I believe
your yearly production average is around 88 pounds,
with just a 48-pound intake. Did you think this was
conceivable?
Noah: Before I would have said:
No – And now that I understand
ration density, I say: Why Not! Others
don’t understand ration density and
how it makes the rumen more efficient.
Before Priority, intakes were pushing
60-pounds dry matter.

Was it expensive
to drive intakes?
Noah: It’s a real killer. They think
the more they eat in 24 hours,
the better. But this doesn’t do
you any good if it’s not used.
Plus, it doesn’t do you any
good to add in straw to make
a bigger meal – You cannot
put something in that is
worthless and expect to get
something of value back out.
Richard: What about feeding
for refusals?
Noah: I think they do that just
to keep the cows
from slugging feed.
Richard: How do you feed
now?
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Noah: Not by Priority, but before yes.
Noah: Concerns with acidosis – The drier it is, the less the cow
can do with it. Your cow is your university.
Richard: With drier feeds, the rumen has to put the water back
in within the fermentor, but the cow will never be able to add
the water back to its original state – It makes the rumen work
harder and less efficient. With wetter forages, they ferment in
storage much better; also reducing the risk of yeast,
molds, and mycotoxins considerably.
Noah: True. And the wetter
it is, the more that will be
used in the rumen.

The industry terms
early made alfalfa and
grass forages as “Hot
Feeds.” Are you having cow
health challenges?
Noah: No problems. Cow health is
the best it’s ever been. The only
time the vet shows up is for
preg check.

Has fresh cow health
improved? Are transition
cows easier?
Richard: Many are told to feed
straw because you need rumen
fill or you will have DAs and
fresh cow problems.
Noah: They said you needed
long, dry hay to rework the
rumen. You don’t need to
rework the rumen, if you don’t
wreck it in the first place – It’s a
fermentor, let it ferment.
~ more on page 4
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~ from page 3

Richard: Do you have long pieces, dry
pieces, straw in your dry and transition
rations?

Advanced Microbiology to the World...

Noah: No.
Richard: How do cows calve in?
Noah: They calve in and they just go.
No problems.
Richard: What about ketosis?
Noah: I haven’t treated a cow for ketosis
in I don’t know in how long.

Is Microbiology Nutrition
more cost efficient?
Richard: The Smartbacteria added
is about .05lbs per cow per day –
Less than an ounce. Others seem
challenged that this small amount, the
first ingredient, can completely change
the approach to nutrition with significant
savings.

888-444-2030
info@forhealthycows.com

Noah: It is amazing. They can believe
in a small amount of a drug or medicine,
but don’t see the same principle holds
true here.
Richard: How does Microbiology
Nutrition change the way cows are fed?
Noah: It is such a different approach,
that it’s tough to pinpoint. I know that
as long as I am putting P-One™ in, the
microorganisms are there that I don’t
need to worry about them going off
track.
Noah: What I was buying from the feed
mill, it was cut in half when I switched
to a Priority Ration. I added back in
the cost of the P-One™ and TracePac
Gold™ – So it’s about a 25% savings in
out of pocket feed costs, along with 10
pounds of dry matter.
Richard: Any changes in cow health
and vet bills?
Noah: For the vet coming out for issues
it’s a 100% savings.
Richard: And reproduction?
Noah: It’s definitely better.
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Anthrobiotic - beyond a probiotic.

Naturally empower immune communication
and digestive health

Shark Discoveries

One of the original “sharks” of the hit TV show
Shark Tank, Kevin Harrington and Shark
Discoveries are teaming up with Somaya
Life® for a cross-device marketing campaign
to further brand awareness. Priority’s
collaboration with Shark Discoveries will
educate how microbiology naturally influences
and elevates health and wellness for humanity.
920-682-0264 | ForHealthyHumans.com | Facebook @SomayaLife
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