
   

The Slaight Family Foundation commits $15M to organizations supporting women and girls 
Included among the programs being funded is a National Emergency Survivor Support Fund, Canada’s first 

program providing emergency funding for women leaving abusive situations  
 

TORONTO (FEBRUARY 8, 2022) – The Slaight Family Foundation today announced it will donate $15 million to 
12 organizations across Canada focused on supporting some of the unique challenges faced by women and 
girls. This initiative will fund programs that reduce gender-based violence, support those in emergency 
situations and increase opportunities for education and jobs, with a special focus on Indigenous, Black, 
racialized, refugee and immigrant women and girls.   
 
"These latest Slaight Family Foundation grants will go a long way to help us with the ongoing recovery from the 
pandemic and the achievement of our broader objective of ensuring equity and advancement for women,” said 
Toronto Mayor John Tory. “This funding will ensure better health, safety and more opportunity for women in 
Toronto and across Canada and that is good for women and good for all of us." 
 
“The pandemic has added to the many challenges faced by women and girls across Canada, and particularly in 
Indigenous, racialized and refugee communities,” said Gary Slaight, President & CEO, The Slaight Family 
Foundation. “This initiative is about helping people escape difficult circumstances, providing support for mental 
and physical health, and overcoming barriers so that women and girls across Canada can live their lives 
unburdened by unfair, unhealthy or unsafe circumstances.”  
 
The organizations receiving funding from this initiative are Canadian Women’s Foundation, Children’s Aid 
Foundation of Canada, Covenant House, Girls E Mentorship (GEM), New Circles, Northern Ontario School of 
Medicine, Ontario Native Women’s Association, University Health Network’s National Eating Disorder 
Information Centre, Women’s College Hospital Foundation, Women’s Shelter’s Canada, Women’s Health in 
Women’s Hands and the YWCA Canada.  
 
Children’s Aid Foundation of Canada, an organization striving to improve the lives of children and youth in the 
child welfare system, is slated to receive $1 million over four years. The funding will support Mothers In Mind, a 
program for mothers who have experienced domestic violence and are currently parenting children under the 
age of four. The program helps mothers learn ways to focus on self-care, manage their stress, foster healthy 
self-esteem and strengthens their capacity to parent, thereby improving outcomes for themselves and their 
children.   
  
“On behalf of the recipient organizations, I want to express my deepest gratitude to The Slaight Family 
Foundation for their leadership and this generous support of women’s and girls’ well-being across several 
critical areas,” said Valerie McMurtry, President & CEO, Children's Aid Foundation of Canada. “In Canada, we 
have many outdated systems that continue to impede the advancement of women’s and girls’ success. As a 
collective, we are working to break down these barriers and achieve equality.”  
 
Covenant House Toronto, provides 24/7 essential services and life changing care in a supportive environment 
to youth aged 16-24 who are homeless, trafficked or at risk. Covenant House Toronto is proud to receive a $1 
million investment over four years in support of a new pilot program that will address the complex needs of 
young women and girls experiencing homelessness and will aim to break down barriers to housing, education 
and employment. 
  
“Thank you to The Slaight Family Foundation for your remarkable investment in innovative programs 
supporting women and girls facing significant barriers in our community,” said Mark Aston, Executive Director, 
Covenant House Toronto. “Young women whose journeys have included homelessness are more likely to have 



   

already experienced trauma, abuse, exploitative relationships, discrimination, poverty and barriers to housing, 
education and employment. We know that a holistic solution is needed as we work together to help support 
brighter and more equitable futures for women and girls.” 
 
Funds will also support: 

• Scholarships for BIPOC women in medicine 
• Grants for programs working to end gender-based violence, including for Indigenous women 
• Helping women facing homelessness and other socio-economic barriers to success  
• Career mentorship and leadership skills development 
• Health programs tailored specifically to racialized women, new immigrants and refugees 
• The expansion of the national eating disorder emergency chat line  

 
About The Slaight Family Foundation 
Since 2013, The Slaight Family Foundation has funded several strategic initiatives to multiple organizations. 
These initiatives started with gifts to five Toronto hospitals to support priority healthcare issues, followed by 
programs to address global humanitarianism, the healthy development of children and youth across Canada, 
support for Indigenous issues, and a seniors’ initiative to help keep seniors in their homes and communities. 
Most recently, last year’s initiative prioritized supporting mental health due to challenges exacerbated by the 
COVID-19 pandemic. This gift of $15 million brings the collective support for these strategic initiatives to $170 
million. 
 
The Slaight Family Foundation was established in 2008 by John Allan Slaight. Allan Slaight is known as Canada’s 
broadcast pioneer, a leader in the music industry and a prominent Canadian philanthropist. Through his 
generosity, the Foundation proactively supports charitable initiatives in the areas of healthcare, at-risk youth 
international development, social services and culture.  
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