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Aubony’s Internship Report 
 
Dear GEM Community,  
 

The E-L financial internship was a 2-month program that 
exposed me to a variety of topics within the money management 
industry. These topics included: equity analysis, asset 
management theory, portfolio management, and due diligence 
research. Equal emphasis was placed on learning/reading 
theoretical concepts and applying such knowledge in our project 
teams. Non-curricular activities included lunches with the 
Chairman Mr. Duncan Jackman and arranged networking calls 
with industry professionals.  
 

The intern cohort consisted of 4 students of varying university degrees. We reported to Fahad Khan, 
VP of Investments at E-L Financial. Each week in June we had meetings to discuss our thoughts on the 
reading materials and Fahad was very open to helping me understand difficult concepts. During the course 
of the term, we received 4 large team projects and had daily individual tasks (market updates, attending 
meetings and webinars). My culminating project was to deliver an investment pitch on digital assets: 
cryptocurrency and blockchain technologies.  
 

There were three skills that I developed throughout the course of my internship that I will take away 
throughout my career: learning to form an opinion and defending it, summarizing, and tackling broad 
problems without a clear answer.  

 

Learning to form an opinion and defend it - As an intern it’s easy to believe you have nothing 
of substance to add to conversations with senior management. I certainly felt this way when 
Fahad asked my opinion on ambiguous topics such as “If you were E-L Financial, would you 
keep our current line-up of money managers?”. To prepare better responses I began to 
approach all readings, meetings, webinars etc. with an analytical lens instead of passively 
observing. Over the course of the term I became more confident in voicing my ideas and in 
forming cohesive arguments.  
 

Summarizing - After every webinar or meeting that Fahad did not attend, he asked that we 
prepare summaries and key takeaways for him. I also wrote daily stock market updates about 
the most important things that investors need to know. He asked that the summaries be 1-2 
pages and the market updates only a few sentences long. Learning to gather and synthesize 
information taught me to be a more active learner and I’ve gotten better at identifying what 
information is most critical.  
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Tackling broad problems without a clear answer - The culminating project I worked on with 
my co-worker had me overwhelmed at the beginning. I confided in my manager about this 
and he suggested that the best way to work on these problems is to read as much as possible 
and vary your sources. Finally, I learned to identify what information is key to answering the 
question at hand. This gave me direction and made the research more manageable.  

 
After the experience I came out much more well read on topics within finance, confident in my ability 

to answer even the most challenging of questions, and with a larger network of mentors and friends than I 
came in with. I believe the intimate and safe environment that the internship offered allowed me to take 
initiative and risks that ultimately led to the great experience I had.  
 
Thank you so much for this opportunity, GEM!  
 
Sincerely Yours,  
 
Aubony F. 
GEM Mentee, 2018-19  
 

 


