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Maureen’s Testimonial  
 
Dear GEM Community,  
 
Growing up, I didn’t have very many real-life role models to look 
up in my life. I didn’t know many people like me who were 
successful and could serve as a model for my own success. As a 
child of immigrants, I often felt behind when it came to 
professional development, as my parents do not have the 
resources or networks to connect me to opportunities. They could 
not help me when it came to my school and work, as they were 
not familiar with the system. Oftentimes, I felt under-prepared 
when compared to some of my peers.  
 

Upon joining GEM, I had the unique opportunity to meet many successful women with impactful stories. 
They included my mentor and other mentees, as well as keynote speakers and panelists at GEM events. 
These women, who I can personally relate to, gave me a sense of hope for my future. Through GEMinars, I 
learned how to network, a vital skill that has allowed me to make connections, reach out to people for advice, 
and seek help. I learned how to effectively conduct a job-search, and how to pitch myself in an interview. 
By participating in GEMinars, I was equipped with soft skills required for success in today’s world.  
 
I joined GEM in my last year of high school when I was in the process of applying to university. My mentor 
encouraged me to apply to programs that I thought I was “underqualified” for. She reminded me to take 
breaks and opportunities to breathe as I often tend to over-work myself. She was a constant source of support 
during a stressful period of time. She also gave me tips on my resume and cover letters when I was in the 
process of applying for new opportunities.   
 
Another valuable component of the GEM program was the Outreach Challenge, where mentees reach out 
to their communities to spread the word about GEM and encourage other girls into the program. This 
challenge enabled me to put into use the soft skills that I learned from my mentor and at GEMinars. 
Throughout this challenge, I reached out to many new connections advocating on behalf of GEM. Previously, 
the thought of reaching out to strangers was hard to imagine. So many thoughts raced through my mind, 
including: “What would they say?” “What if they reject me?'' The Outreach Challenge forced me to get out 
there, to talk to people, and deal with whatever happens. While I dealt with rejections, there were more 
“yes” answers than “no” answers! I got out of my comfort zone and can now apply these communication 
skills on a daily basis.  
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My first choice for post-secondary schooling was McMaster University, but I was unsure about whether I 
would be able to manage all the costs associated with moving away from home, along with needing to 
purchase new technology and textbooks, as it was difficult for me to secure extra funding. After receiving 
this scholarship, I was able to confirm my acceptance to McMaster and buy the technology I needed to be 
successful this year. I am forever grateful for this scholarship and the role it played in allowing me to dream 
high and not worry about the financial issues that can hold me back from achieving my full potential.  
 
GEM left a deep impression on me. I now know what it takes to be successful. I know how to be resilient, 
and to always put my best foot forward. GEM taught me about the world, and that no dream is too big to 
fulfill if we try. 
 
Thank you so much for your support of GEM!  
 
Sincerely Yours,  
 
 
 
 
Maureen S.  
GEM Mentee, 2020-21  
 

 


