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After years of seeking funding for a stage, we were elated to receive $206,000 from the State of
New Mexico via the Local Economic Development Act (LEDA) and our state legislators to build
a modest outdoor stage in the park behind the library and to renovate the garage building and
transform it into a new community center.  In the spring 2021, we signed an agreement with the
state and Rio Arriba County committing us to this project.

The community center and the stage would provide space for library programming, community
meetings, resolana, and the annual village fiestas.

Working with our architect, Thomas Cordova of Teca Architects, we developed simple designs
for these structures informed by community input.  The Board approved these designs, along
with a facilities master plan in July 2021 with the caveat that they are living documents and will
continue to evolve as we gather and receive more community input.

To secure a contractor for this project, we were assisted by a bid evaluation committee consisting
of community members and EVLCC partners, board members, and staff.  At the December 2021
board meeting, after a recommendation to do so by this committee, the EVLCC board approved
a bid for the entire project from La Mesilla Construction of Española, NM. Also at this board
meeting, in response to public comment regarding the building of a stage the board voted
unanimously to

1. Move forward with the project to renovate the garage building to create the new
community center by awarding an amended contract to La Mesilla Construction of
Española to do the renovation,

2. Put the building of the stage on hold to allow time for more community input, and

3. Hold a public meeting in January 2022 to discuss project details and begin a community
engagement process on a stage that meets the needs of the fiestas and the broader
community, including its design and principles of usage and management.

Once the contract is signed, La Mesilla can begin work by securing needed permits.  In the
meantime, we will be working to clear out the space and put everything in storage.

In spite of the capital outlay allocation from the state, we are still short on funds for this project.
This is due to the increased costs of materials and labor during the ongoing pandemic.  We are
actively seeking individual donations of cash and materials (see the list of materials here), grants,
and the possibility of future support from state legislators.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ExsPG5bRX34bb-ydIyHUX1pskyQOEKlE/view?usp=sharing


Community feedback is very much encouraged. We will host a First Friday conversation on
this topic on January 7, 2022 at 10:00 am. Please stay tuned for announcements regarding
future opportunities for community input.  Input is also welcome as brief public comment during
board meetings.  Written public comment for the board’s consideration can also be submitted at
any time to Rachel Exposito, Executive Director.

If you’d like to dig in a bit more, detailed blueprints for the community center and stage are
here. The original designs for our master plan, stage, and community center are on display at the
library although they have already changed slightly due to community feedback.  They are also
online here along with a brief survey regarding the master plan.

It is our hope to have the community center completed in summer of 2022.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FMpGqKuFZ8h2h-w7hbOk0DByxMtECMcz/view?usp=sharing
https://www.embudovalleylibrary.org/news-blog-posts/proposed-master-plan-designs-plus-the-community-center-and-stage-designs

