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[00:00:00] Hello, hello hello, and welcome to English Learning for Curious Minds, by

Leonardo English.

[00:00:12] The show where you can listen to fascinating stories, and learn weird and

wonderful things about the world at the same time as improving your English.

[00:00:22] I'm Alastair Budge and today is going to be the first of a three-part mini-series

where we are going to be looking at Mormonism and Scientology, two very different

belief systems that are often compared to one another.

[00:00:39] They are both relatively new, fast-growing, and have their fair share of1

critics .2

[00:00:46] Importantly, to the outside world, they are not very well understood.

2 people who say that they don't approve of something or that they find it wrong

1 a lot of something
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[00:00:52] So, we are going to explain where they come from, what people who follow

them believe, and look at some of the criticisms and questions that surround them.

[00:01:02] In part one, in today’s episode, we’ll focus on Mormonism. Then in part two

we will look at Scientology.

[00:01:11] And in part three we are going to look at the two together, look at some of the

similarities between the two, and more importantly the differences, and reflect a little3

more on the future of these religions.

[00:01:25] I should clarify that I am neither a Mormon nor a Scientologist, and, as I4

hope you have come to expect, we are going to look at both of these topics through as

unbiased a lens as possible, we are going to try to avoid passing judgment.5 6

[00:01:41] Instead, we’ll talk about how both of these belief systems came into

existence, how they have developed, and I will leave you to come to your own

conclusions.

[00:01:53] Ok then, let’s jump right into it.

6 point of view

5 not likely to support one particular group, fair

4 make it clear

3 think deeply about
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[00:01:58] For both Scientology and Mormonism, at the heart of the story is a powerful,

charismatic leader, someone with the ability to attract others.7

[00:02:09] In the case of Mormonism, this leader’s story starts when he is a young boy,

and it goes something like this.

[00:02:18] Joseph Smith Jr was born in 1805, in Vermont, in the United States of

America.

[00:02:25] He was one of 11 children, and was brought up in a farming family of devout8

Christians, a family of strong Christian believers.

[00:02:35] His family struggled to make a living, and eventually moved to upstate9 10

New York, where they took out a mortgage on a farm.11

[00:02:44] At the time there were multiple different churches, with each preaching a12

slightly different version of Christianity.

12 supporting and teaching a religious belief

11 the amount of money borrowed from a bank in order to buy a property

10 towards the northern part of the state

9 experienced difficulty

8 showing deep religious feeling

7 exciting and attractive
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[00:02:52] The Smith family tested out lots of different churches, trying to find one that

matched their beliefs.

[00:03:01] The young Joseph Smith, who was 12 at the time, became intensely13

religious, but wasn’t sure what form of Christianity he should follow.

[00:03:13] One day, when he was 14 years old and out praying in a wood, he was

kneeling down , praying, and he was visited by God and Jesus Christ, so the story14

goes.

[00:03:25] The young boy, not knowing which church he should join, asked God which

one he should join.

[00:03:33] God told him not to join any of them. Christianity had strayed from the15

truth, he said.

[00:03:40] The Christianity that was currently being preached wasn’t the true word of16

God.

[00:03:47] Three years later, when he was only 17, Joseph was visited by another

religious figure, an angel named Moroni.

16 taught

15 moved away from the right course

14 going down on both knees to show obedience and to pray

13 extremely
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[00:03:56] This angel told Joseph about the existence of a book written on golden

plates, a book that told the story of a group of Israelites who had settled in the

Americas in around 600BC, a good two thousand years before anyone is believed to

have travelled from Europe to the Americas.

[00:04:17] Joseph tried to go and uncover this golden book, but he was prevented by17

the angel.

[00:04:23] He kept trying every year for four years, and it was only on the last attempt ,18

four years after he had first learned of its existence, that he was able to retrieve these19

golden plates from the ground.

[00:04:37] On them he found a text written in an ancient Egyptian language, which of

course Joseph Smith Junior, being a 22 year old American didn't have the power to

understand.

[00:04:49] But, luckily he was given special powers to translate the text, a total of 531

pages, which he did in just 65 days, according to Mormon scholars.

[00:05:03] After the translation was completed, these plates were buried , and they20

have never been discovered again.

20 hidden underground

19 find and bring back

18 try

17 discover something secret
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[00:05:10] Importantly, very few people actually saw these golden plates.

[00:05:15] There were around 11 eye witnesses who confirmed that they had seen21

them, but critics say the entire story sounds slightly improbable .22

[00:05:25] Nevertheless, the story of the golden plates is central to the entire Mormon

faith .23

[00:05:32] The result of the translation was a book called The Book of Mormon, which is

the central text of the religion known as Mormonism.

[00:05:43] This book tells the story of a group of Israelites, a group of Hebrews, who

travelled from Jerusalem to America in 600 BC, split up , and eventually died out.24

[00:05:55] The important subtext of this is that America has an important role in this

story, and this religion.

[00:06:03] In the Bible, as you may know, it doesn’t.

[00:06:06] So, long story short, a boy is visited by God and Jesus, they tell him to not

join any church because they are all preaching an incorrect version of Christianity, he

finds golden plates buried in the ground, translates them with God-given powers,

24 were separated

23 strong belief in a religion

22 not likely to be true

21 people who claimed they had seen the event with their own eyes
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returns the plates to the ground, and a new text is published, The Book of Mormon,

which creates a link between God, Jesus, and America.

[00:06:34] Now, you will of course decide for yourself whether you think this story is

true or not, but this is the history of the start of Mormonism.

[00:06:44] Shortly after, Joseph Smith created his own church, The Church of Christ,

with the Book of Mormon at the centre of it.

[00:06:54] To say that it was an instant hit would be an overstatement , but a small25 26

group of devoted followers started to cluster around Joseph Smith Junior, he27 28

started to attract supporters.

[00:07:08] They called themselves Latter-day Saints, and indeed, the real name for what

is colloquially called the Mormon Church is The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day29

Saints.

[00:07:21] These Latter-day Saints believed that their church was the one true church of

Christ, that it was the true manifestation of Christianity.30

30 something that clearly showed what Christianity is

29 informally, in the language of everyday conversation

28 group around

27 extremely loyal

26 the act of describing something as more important than it really is

25 being successful and popular
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[00:07:32] Smith’s followers had started to multiply, and different branches had31

started to form.

[00:07:39] Communities were created in Ohio, Missouri, and Illinois, and followers were

attracted by a message of a new form of Christianity with a uniquely American twist32 33

.

[00:07:53] We won’t go into huge detail on the theological differences between

Mormonism and Christianity, but some of the main ones are that it was led by a living

prophet, Joseph Smith Junior, and that it had this third religious text, The Book of

Mormon, alongside the Old and New Testaments.

[00:08:16] The Old and New Testament were still important for Mormons, but they

believed that they weren’t completely accurate , and had some errors.34

[00:08:26] For Christians at the time, this was sacrilegious , it was heresy .35 36

36 a belief that goes against the official or popular religion system

35 something that doesn't show respect to something that is considered holy

34 correct and exact

33 an unusual, different feature of something

32 being the only one of its type

31 divisions, parts
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[00:08:32] The word of God was indisputable , you couldn't just say that you had been37

visited by God, had found some gold plates and started your own religion.

[00:08:43] Smith was criticised as a madman , a fraud , a cult-leader , and someone38 39 40

with an enlarged sense of his own importance.41

[00:08:54] Then, as if to confirm some of the accusations against him, in 1844 Smith42

decided to run for president, he put himself forward as a US presidential candidate.

[00:09:08] This really catapulted Mormonism to the front of people’s minds, and there43

was an increasing anti-Mormon feeling across the country.

[00:09:19] There were also growing rifts , growing divisions within the church.44

[00:09:25] One practice was particularly controversial.

[00:09:29] Polygamy , or a person having multiple husbands or wives.45

45 the fact of a person having multiple husbands or wives

44 breaks in friendly and good relations

43 put very fast and suddenly

42 claims that he had done something wrong

41 larger than usual

40 a leader of a secret and suspicious organisation

39 someone who tries to achieve personal gain by telling lies

38 someone who behaves in a strange way, crazy

37 impossible to doubt
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[00:09:34] This was something that Smith said was permitted by God, and indeed46

Smith reportedly had 40 wives, one of whom was a 14-year-old girl when they were

married.

[00:09:47] This insistence on polygamy was to prove to be Smith’s downfall , and47 48

has been something that has stuck to people’s perceptions of Mormonism ever since.49

[00:09:59] There was a dissenting Mormon group, a group of Mormons who didn’t50

agree with polygamy, who published an article attacking Smith, and revealing the

extent of the polygamy within the church.

[00:10:13] This article was published in a small Illinois newspaper in 1844, and Smith

was furious.

[00:10:21] Smith also happened to be the mayor of the town where the newspaper was

published, and he ordered for the newspaper office to be destroyed.

[00:10:31] This was, of course, illegal, and Smith was thrown in jail by the Illinois

authorities.

50 disagreeing

49 beliefs or opinions about something

48 loss of power and status

47 the fact of insisting on something and refusing to accept other opinions

46 allowed
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[00:10:38] While he was in jail, awaiting trial, an angry mob , an angry group of people,51

stormed the jail and killed him.52

[00:10:47] He was dead, aged just 38 years old, a martyr to his followers.53

[00:10:54] With its prophetic leader dead, and increasing anti-Mormon sentiment54 55

across the country, a group of devoted believers set off west to look for a new56

spiritual home.

[00:11:08] They were led by a man named Brigham Young who had joined the church57

in 1832, just two years after it was founded.

[00:11:17] Young led his group west until they reached Utah, the mountain state

sandwiched between Nevada and Colorado.

57 organised and guided

56 began a journey

55 opinion

54 someone who predicts the future

53 a person who is killed because of their beliefs

52 moved forcefully towards

51 an angry group of people
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[00:11:27] When Young’s group arrived in a valley in Utah, Young reportedly said “this is

the place”, and started the settlement that was to become Salt Lake City, to this day the

place with the highest density of Mormons in the world.58

[00:11:45] With a town to call their own, the church was free to practice polygamy

without fear of offending others, or at least without fear of offending people living

nearby.

[00:11:58] In terms of polygamy, Brigham even got one up on the original founder of59

Mormonism, Joseph Smith Junior, with 55 wives and 56 children to Smith’s mere 4060

wives.

[00:12:13] Now, that is an outline of the early history of Mormonism, how it started,61

the short but eventful life of its founder, and how the church ended up in Utah.

[00:12:26] Now let’s talk about what Mormons actually believe, and what being a

Mormon requires you to do.

[00:12:33] Probably the most noticeable aspect of Mormonism to non-mormons is the62

missionary element.

62 easy to see

61 general description

60 just, simply

59 succeeded in being ahead of

58 the quantity of people in a given area
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[00:12:41] Young Mormons, typically in their late teens, are strongly encouraged to go

on missions to help spread the word of the church, to try to convert people to their63 64

faith.

[00:12:54] Pairs of young boys or girls are sent to different areas, to all different parts of

the world, for a period of two years for boys, or 18 months for girls.

[00:13:07] They spend all their time engaging people in conversation, trying to tell

people about their faith, with the objective of converting people to Mormonism.65

[00:13:18] I imagine you might have seen these young missionaries in action, so to

speak.

[00:13:24] They are normally pretty recognisable.

[00:13:27] They have black badges on, with their names printed clearly, and always

seem to be exceptionally friendly, which certainly to some people can seem a little

unnerving .66

66 upsetting

65 changing their religious faith

64 change their religious faith

63 make something known
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[00:13:39] They carry leaflets to give out, and of course a copy of The Book of67

Mormon.

[00:13:45] They work in pairs, and are not allowed to be apart from their partner68

unless they are using the bathroom.

[00:13:52] They aren’t allowed to use mobile phones, watch TV or read the news.

[00:13:57] And up until relatively recently they were only allowed to call home twice a

year.

[00:14:03] They have slightly curious names, as well. The male missionaries are called

Elders, which is weird because they are normally only 18 or 19, and the female ones are

called Sisters.

[00:14:17] Their entire mission is spent doing religious study and trying to speak to

people about the church.

[00:14:25] There are of course some interesting and important ethical questions about

missionary work.

[00:14:31] The entire point of missionary work is to try to attract someone to your

religion, to try to get them to change their beliefs.

68 separated

67 pieces of paper that advertise something
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[00:14:40] And is it right for Mormon missionaries to travel the world, stopping people

on buses, trains, knocking on doors, and essentially being travelling salesmen for a

religion?

[00:14:54] In many cases the people who become targets for the missionaries are

people who are out of luck, who have been going through a tough period, and are

particularly susceptible to being converted to a belief system that they might not69

otherwise embrace .70

[00:15:11] But on the other hand one could say that these are exactly the sort of people

for whom a new belief system can be very helpful.

[00:15:19] The ethics of missionary work is very complicated, but as far as Mormon

missionaries go it is indisputable that they are very effective, bringing in around

300,000 new Mormons to the church every single year.

[00:15:37] And being a missionary of course isn’t unique to Mormonism.

[00:15:41] There is a long tradition of missionary work in Christianity, for example, but it

is the fact that it is such a central part of the Mormon church, and that every young

Mormon is strongly encouraged to go on a mission that makes it so unique.

70 accept willingly

69 easily influenced and convinced
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[00:15:59] Moving on to what you can and cannot do as a Mormon, there are some strict

lifestyle behaviours.

[00:16:07] Most Mormons don’t smoke, drink alcohol or drink tea or coffee.

[00:16:12] There’s no gambling , you should avoid bad language, no sex before71

marriage, and more homely suggestions such as volunteering to help your72

community.

[00:16:24] And when it comes to money and personal finance, there is a peculiarity of

Mormonism called tithing, which requires Mormons to give 10% of their income to the

church.

[00:16:40] Now that you understand this, it’s time for perhaps the first Mormon joke,

and the important points to remember here are that Mormons don’t drink alcohol and

that they give 10% of their income to the church.

[00:16:54] Ok, ready?

[00:16:55] There was a survey done on whether someone would accept $500,000 to not

drink alcohol for the rest of their life.

[00:17:04] The Mormon answered, so the joke goes, “Of course! It would be the easiest

$450,000 I’ve ever made”.

72 ordinary

71 playing games of luck in order to get money
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[00:17:13] So, there you go, a Mormon joke.

[00:17:16] Again, a religion encouraging its followers to donate to it is nothing new,73

and it’s something familiar to most world religions.

[00:17:26] But this particular system, the tithing system, has been criticised for being74

excessive , and for Mormon priests encouraging followers to donate to the church75

even if they don’t have enough money to do so.

[00:17:41] This can actually make being a Mormon quite an expensive life choice.

[00:17:47] Although unless you are a very high earner it’s probably quite a bit cheaper

than being a Scientologist, as we’ll find out in the next episode.

[00:17:57] Like Christians, Muslims, Jews, Buddhists and most other world religions,

Mormons have a holy building where they worship.

[00:18:05] It’s called a temple .76

[00:18:07] But unlike, for example, a Christian church, non-Mormons can’t go into a

Mormon temple.

76 a building of public worship

75 more than what is normal or acceptable

74 the practice of giving 10% of your income to the church

73 trying to make someone do something
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[00:18:15] This has led to another of the major criticisms of Mormonism, that it is so

secretive , that nobody really knows what goes on inside a temple.77

[00:18:27] As a non-Mormon, I of course can’t shed any light about what actually goes78

on, but accounts from ex-Mormons suggest that it isn’t actually particularly exciting or

strange, and if you are expecting or imagining that there is something completely

different and bizarre that happens during a Mormon service, then, you would probably

be quite disappointed.

[00:18:53] Now, although Mormonism might have started off as a divine message79

being passed to a young man, or the crazy ramblings of a madman, depending on80

your point of view, it has grown into a world religion.

[00:19:08] In fact, there are around 16 million Mormons worldwide, which makes the

Mormon population larger than the Jewish population, which is just under 15 million.

[00:19:21] While growth might have initially been slow, from the mid 1950s things81

really started to take off, and the number of Mormons has continued to grow every

single year.

81 at the beginning

80 long and confusing (speech)

79 connected with God

78 help to explain a situation

77 hiding they ways and actions

© Leonardo English Limited www.leonardoenglish.com

http://www.leonardoenglish.com


English Learning for Curious Minds | Episode #169
A Brief History of Mormonism

[00:19:33] It took around 100 years for the church to get its first million members, then

another 15 years for it to double in size to 2 million.

[00:19:43] By 1995 it had crossed 10 million, and since then it has added another 6

million members.

[00:19:52] And although growth has slowed in percentage terms, the number of

Mormons continues to increase every year.

[00:20:01] This is thought to come down to two main factors.

[00:20:04] Firstly, the missionary programme.

[00:20:07] If there are more people converted to Mormonism every year than Mormons

that either die or leave the church, then statistically the population will continue to

grow.

[00:20:18] And these missionaries, as we heard, bring in around 300,000 new recruits82

every single year.

[00:20:27] And secondly Mormons tend to have large families, partly because of cultural

reasons, and partly because for years the church discouraged the use of birth control,83

of contraception .84

84 the use of methods intended to prevent women from becoming pregnant

83 tried to make someone not to do something

82 people who were convinced to follow
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[00:20:42] The average Mormon aged 40-49 had 3.4 children, which is compared to an

American average of 2.1.

[00:20:52] So they have around 50% more children, and assuming that these children

are brought up to be Mormons, then the population will continue to grow.85

[00:21:02] I should say that polygamy, or having multiple wives or husbands, is now

forbidden in the mainstream Mormon church, so if you are thinking that the reason86

they have so many children is because they have multiple partners, that’s not a major

reason anymore, it’s a common misconception .87

[00:21:22] In terms of where Mormons are in the world, the world centre for Mormonism

is still the US, with the heart of the faith in Salt Lake City, in Utah, where just under half

of the city defines itself as Mormon.

[00:21:37] And the rising number of Mormons has also meant that there has been an

increasing amount of Mormons in the public eye .88

88 the state of being known to people in general

87 an incorrect view or opinion because it's based on wrong understanding

86 followed by most people, ordinary

85 raised
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[00:21:46] Probably the most famous, the most well-known , active Mormon to date is89

Mitt Romney, the current US Senator for Utah, and the Republican Presidential

candidate against Barack Obama in 2012.

[00:22:01] You’ll remember that he wasn’t the first Mormon to have run for president.

Indeed, the prophetic founder of Mormonism, Joseph Smith Junior, ran for president

back in 1844.

[00:22:14] But while Joseph Smith Junior was viewed by most non-Mormons as a mad,

completely unrealistic candidate, Mitt Romney wasn’t.

[00:22:25] Romney was a successful American businessman. He was rich, he was

articulate , he was well dressed, he looked and talked like a politician.90

[00:22:36] And he was a proud mormon.

[00:22:38] For many Americans, this was the first time that they had seen someone who

was a Mormon in such a powerful position.

90 having the quality to speak fluently and clearly

89 known by many people
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[00:22:47] But not everyone was or is keen on the idea of having a Mormon president,91

and around 20% of American voters still say that they wouldn’t vote for a Mormon

candidate out of principle .92

[00:23:01] As you will know, Romney lost the presidential election.

[00:23:05] There were plenty of valid reasons that were completely unrelated to his93

faith, including the criticism of him being robotic and overly corporate , and this was94

especially the case compared to the more eloquent and approachable Barack95 96

Obama, but his Mormonism certainly didn’t help his chances.

[00:23:26] In terms of criticisms of Mormonism, as with almost every major world

religion, there are plenty of people who grow up in strict religious households who

choose to break free, and make different life choices to their parents, their siblings,

their wider family, and the communities in which they live.

96 friendly and easy to talk to

95 speaking expressively and effectively

94 acting like a businessman

93 based on truth, reasonable

92 based on their ideas and beliefs

91 very interested in
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[00:23:48] Given how strict Mormonism can be in terms of what you can and cannot97

do, as well as the perceived secrecy of the religion, and the number of articles and98 99

videos that exist about people who have “escaped” from the religion, you could be

forgiven for thinking that a large proportion of people leave it every year.

[00:24:11] But in fact, Mormonism has a similar percentage of people who leave it every

year compared to some of the major branches of Christianity.

[00:24:20] In the US around 64% of adults who were raised in a Mormon family still

identify as Mormons today, vs 65% for evangelical Protestants and 59% for Catholics.

[00:24:36] So, Mormons don’t quit in any larger degrees than Protestants or Catholics.

[00:24:42] Now, this comparison between Mormonism, Protestantism and Catholicism

might be unnerving to you.

[00:24:50] Indeed, for more established forms of Christianity, accepting Mormonism as

another form of Christianity isn’t easy.

[00:25:00] Mormons consider themselves to be Christians, but The Catholic Church

doesn’t consider Mormons to be Christians, nor do several Protestant churches.

99 the practice of keeping secrets

98 regarded as

97 limiting someone's freedom to behave as they wish
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[00:25:10] This is, evidently, a tricky theological issue, but the point is that100

Mormonism has this complex relationship with Christianity where its followers believe

it to be an enhanced version of Christianity, but most Catholic and Protestant101

churches don’t accept it at all.

[00:25:30] So, where does this leave the Mormon church?

[00:25:34] It certainly doesn’t seem to be in a particularly bad place financially.

[00:25:38] Its policy of collecting 10% of its followers' incomes has turned it into an

incredibly wealthy organisation, with a whistleblower claiming that it now has a102

fund of $100 billion.

[00:25:53] And if the religion continues to grow at a healthy rate, with hundreds of

thousands of people joining the faith every year, and continuing to contribute to the

church, then this number, this war chest , will only continue to grow.103

[00:26:10] As a European, one can look at Mormonism and see something

quintessentially American.104

104 typically

103 money collected for a purpose

102 someone who reports a suspicious or wrong activity

101 improved

100 difficult to deal with
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[00:26:17] We’ll explore this idea further in the next episodes on Scientology, but there

is something amazing in the idea that a young man can come back from the woods and

say that he has been visited by God and Jesus Christ, then a few years later that he has

found some gold plates with the word of God written on them, amass a following,105

start a city, and within 150 years there is a world religion bigger than Judaism with $100

billion of cash in the bank.

[00:26:48] One can choose to believe in Mormonism, in the Church of Jesus Christ of

Latter Day Saints, or not, but it is very hard to deny that what they have achieved is

impressive, and would be possible only in America.

[00:27:06] OK then, that is it for this little look at Mormonism.

[00:27:11] I hope you enjoyed it, that you learned something new, and the next time you

see a young man or woman with a black name badge who is about to engage you in106

conversation, well, you’ll know a little bit about the history of what they believe and

why.

[00:27:28] As I said at the start of this episode, this was part one of a three-part series.

106 involve

105 gather a large amount of something
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[00:27:33] Next up we’ll talk about Scientology, another classic but very weird American

success story, which has also managed to amass believers all over the world and a

bulging bank balance.107

[00:27:47] And then in part three, the final part, we will come back to look at some of

the similarities and differences between the two, and discuss some of the questions

that an understanding of Mormonism and Scientology get us thinking about.

[00:28:04] As always, I would love to know what you thought of this episode, and what

you made of this mini series.

[00:28:10] If you do happen to be a Mormon, or if you have friends or family who are

Mormon, or if you have any particular views on the subject, I would love to know.

[00:28:20] You can head right into our community forum, which is at

community.leonardoenglish.com and get chatting away to other curious minds.

[00:28:30] You’ve been listening to English Learning for Curious Minds, by Leonardo

English.

[00:28:36] I’m Alastair Budge, you stay safe, and I’ll catch you in the next episode

[END OF EPISODE]

107 full, much increased in amount
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Key vocabulary

Word Definition

Fair share a lot of something

Critics people who say that they don't approve of something or that they find

it wrong

Reflect think deeply about

Clarify make it clear

Unbiased not likely to support one particular group, fair

Lens point of view

Charismatic exciting and attractive

Devout showing deep religious feeling

Struggled experienced difficulty

Upstate towards the northern part of the state

Mortgage the amount of money borrowed from a bank in order to buy a property

Preaching supporting and teaching a religious belief
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Intensely extremely

Kneeling down going down on both knees to show obedience and to pray

Strayed moved away from the right course

Preached taught

Uncover discover something secret

Attempt try

Retrieve find and bring back

Buried hidden underground

Eye witnesses people who claimed they had seen the event with their own eyes

Improbable not likely to be true

Faith strong belief in a religion

Split up were separated

Hit being successful and popular

Overstatement the act of describing something as more important than it really is

Devoted extremely loyal
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Cluster around group around

Colloquially informally, in the language of everyday conversation

Manifestation something that clearly showed what Christianity is

Branches divisions, parts

Uniquely being the only one of its type

Twist an unusual, different feature of something

Accurate correct and exact

Sacrilegious something that doesn't show respect to something that is considered

holy

Heresy a belief that goes against the official or popular religion system

Indisputable impossible to doubt

Madman someone who behaves in a strange way, crazy

Fraud someone who tries to achieve personal gain by telling lies

Cult-leader a leader of a secret and suspicious organisation

Enlarged larger than usual

Accusations claims that he had done something wrong
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Catapulted put very fast and suddenly

Rifts breaks in friendly and good relations

Polygamy the fact of a person having multiple husbands or wives

Permitted allowed

Insistence the fact of insisting on something and refusing to accept other opinions

Downfall loss of power and status

Perceptions beliefs or opinions about something

Dissenting disagreeing

Mob an angry group of people

Stormed moved forcefully towards

Martyr a person who is killed because of their beliefs

Prophetic someone who predicts the future

Sentiment opinion

Set off began a journey

Led organised and guided
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Density the quantity of people in a given area

Got one up succeeded in being ahead of

Mere just, simply

Outline general description

Noticeable easy to see

Spread make something known

Convert change their religious faith

Converting changing their religious faith

Unnerving upsetting

Leaflets pieces of paper that advertise something

Apart separated

Susceptible easily influenced and convinced

Embrace accept willingly

Gambling playing games of luck in order to get money

Homely ordinary
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Encouraging trying to make someone do something

Tithing the practice of giving 10% of your income to the church

Excessive more than what is normal or acceptable

Temple a building of public worship

Secretive hiding they ways and actions

Shed any light help to explain a situation

Divine connected with God

Ramblings long and confusing (speech)

Initially at the beginning

Recruits people who were convinced to follow

Discouraged tried to make someone not to do something

Contraception the use of methods intended to prevent women from becoming

pregnant

Brought up raised

Mainstream followed by most people, ordinary

Misconception an incorrect view or opinion because it's based on wrong
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understanding

In the public eye the state of being known to people in general

Well-known known by many people

Articulate having the quality to speak fluently and clearly

Keen very interested in

Out of principle based on their ideas and beliefs

Valid based on truth, reasonable

Corporate acting like a businessman

Eloquent speaking expressively and effectively

Approachable friendly and easy to talk to

Strict limiting someone's freedom to behave as they wish

Perceived regarded as

Secrecy the practice of keeping secrets

Tricky difficult to deal with

Enhanced improved
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Whistleblower someone who reports a suspicious or wrong activity

War chest money collected for a purpose

Quintessentially typically

Amass gather a large amount of something

Engage involve

Bulging full, much increased in amount

We’d love to get your feedback on this episode.

What did you like? What could we do better?

What did you struggle to understand?

Let us know in the forum community.leonardoenglish.com
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