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Almighty God, whose Son Jesus Christ is the 
resurrection and the life of all who put their 
trust in him: raise us, we pray, from the 
death of sin to the life of righteousness, that 
we may seek the things which are above, 
where he reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever. Amen.
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Easter Four

Scripture Readings
First Reading: Nehemiah 8:1-8

Gospel Reading: Matthew 13:18-23

Sermon Topic
A Community Hungry

for God’s Word
by Rev Jeremy Ponniah





Since joining St Paul’s Church six years ago, I love to come early every 
Sunday before the service begins to pray and soak in the ambience around me 
as the congregation members file in.

I am encouraged to see a growing number of  congregation members who take 
down notes while the sermon is preached, either by writing them in their 
notebooks, or making digital notes in their smartphones or tablets.

This reminds me of  the scrutiny the Bereans placed upon Silas and the Apos-
tle Paul visited their city and preached the Good News to them.

“Now these Jews were more noble than those in Thessalonica; they received 
the word with all eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily to see if  these 
things were so.” (Acts 17:11).

The growing number of  ministries in St Paul’s Church, ranging from cell 
groups and home visitations to reaching out to migrant workers and nursing 
home residents, also show how we apply the Word of  God by ministering in 
areas of  need in Singapore and beyond.

Such passionate service arises only when people hunger and thirst for righ-
teousness and the Word of  God, and want to know more of  it and how to 
apply it in their daily lives.

While taking sermon notes and participating in ministry are steps in the right 
direction, God’s people should always strive for the utmost for His highest. 
Nehemiah 8: 1-8 shows how, after having been cut off  from worship of  the 
LORD and reading the Scriptures during their years of  exile, the Israelites 
turned with one heart back to Him and were eager to apply His Word.

Here are three Ds for becoming a community that is hungry for God’s Word.

Desire: The Israelites asked Ezra to bring the book of  the Law and share it 
with them as they were hungry to hear the Word of  God (Neh 8: 1-2). We 
must earnestly seek the Word of  God with the same urgency and intensity we 
apply to our search for food and drink. 

Decision: When the Israelites heard Ezra read the Book of  the Law, they 
listened attentively and responded with “Amen, Amen”, acknowledging the 
truth of  the Word that was shared with them. They made no excuses but 
responded with heartfelt worship to show their desire to follow the right paths. 



(Neh 8: 3-6)

When hunger for God’s Word is accompanied by the appropriate action – 
listening to the Word, prayer, obedience – realisation of  wrong and Godly 
repentance follows.

Determination: Desiring to follow the right paths is futile if  there is no 
determination to obey the Master. The Levites and leaders of  the people 
“read from the book, from the Law of  God, clearly, and they gave the sense, so 
that the people understood the reading” (Neh 8:8b) so that they could follow 
the statutes of  the Book of  the Law.

May these three Ds helps us to fan the flame of  God’s Spirit among us so that 
we can be Spirit-filled and passionate Ambassadors for Christ in our commu-
nities and beyond!
























