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Most merciful God, who by the death and 
resurrec�on of your Son Jesus Christ deliv-
ered and saved mankind: grant that by faith 
in him who suffered on the cross, we may 
triumph in the power of his victory; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Lent Five

Contemporary Service
Sat, 5pm, Second Sanctuary

Scripture Reading
First Reading: Esther 4:1-17

Gospel Reading: John 11:17-27 

Sermon Topic
Faith Builds Life

by Rev Ezra Sivakumar

Sunday Service
8.45am, Main Sanctuary

Scripture Readings
First Reading: Hebrews 5:5-10
Gospel Reading: John 12:20-36

Sermon Topic
The Glory of the Cross
by Rev Jeremy Ponniah



May we never lose sight of this one phrase: “Brought near by the 
blood of Christ” (Ephesians 2:13). Brought near to God and therefore 
brought near to each other. By the blood. By the cross.

Ponder this implication of “by the blood.” Paul says in Galatians 6:14 
— and I hope we say with him — “Far be it from me to boast except in 
the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ.” Boast only in the cross. Does this 
not mean, among other things, that we want the meaning and the 
worth and the beauty and the power of the cross of Christ to be seen 
and loved because of the way we live?

And if one design of the cross of Christ is to reconcile alienated ethnic 
groups to each other by reconciling them to God in Christ, then will 
we not display and magnify the cross of Christ better by more and 
deeper and sweeter ethnic diversity and harmony in our corporate 
and personal lives? If Christ died — mark this, died! — to make the 
church a diverse, reconciled body of Jew and Gentile — “red and 
yellow, black and white,” and every shade and shape in between — 
then to glory in the cross is to glory in the display of the fruit of that 
cross.






















