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Lord God Almighty, grant your people 
grace to withstand the tempta�ons of the 
world, the flesh, and the devil, and with 
pure hearts and minds to follow you, the 
only God; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen.

Bishop Revd Canon Dr Titus Chung Vicar Rev Jeremy Ponniah 
Clergy Rev Chang Lubin, Rev Ezra Sivakumar Honorary Priest Rev Peter Manimuthu

Lent Two

Contemporary Service
Sat, 5pm, Second Sanctuary

Scripture Reading
First Reading: Nehemiah 4:16-23

Sermon Topic
Serving Together Sacrificially

by Pastor Jason K.

Sunday Service
8.45am, Main Sanctuary

Scripture Readings
First Reading: Gen 17-1-7,15-16
Gospel Reading: Mark 8:27-38

Sermon Topic
Following Christ in the Way
of the Cross
by Rev Jeremy Ponniah





Following Jesus is a journey that begins with a radical change in the 
direction of our lives. It may lead to a confrontation with political powers 
and death. We call this journey discipleship. The disciples followed Jesus 
through the villages and towns of Galilee and eventually to a cross outside 
of Jerusalem.

To journey with Jesus is a vision of the Christian life as a journey of 
transformation. It leads from life under the lordship of culture to the life 
of companionship with God.

To journey with Jesus means living like an itinerant or sojourner. It 
means living simply and not being bound by possessions. It means trust-
ing God to provide enough from day to day.

To journey with Jesus means listening to his teaching—and like his 
disciples, sometimes understanding it, sometimes not quite getting it. 
However, discipleship is based upon the fundamental concept that 
lessons are to be put into practice as they are learned. The learning and 
the doing are a lifelong process.

To journey with Jesus means being his companion on the road. The 
root of the word companion is “com panis” which means “with bread.” It 
means eating at his table and experiencing his banquet. It means being 
fed and nourished by him. It also means sharing our food with others. 
This is meant to be an inclusive banquet. It is an ever-widening table of 
fellowship.

To journey with Jesus means breaking down the barriers that divide 
us and accepting others without judgment. It means welcoming and 
mixing with the unclean, the profane, and the diseased.

To journey with Jesus means living in community—becoming part of 
the alternative community of Jesus. Sometimes, but not always, the 
church can be that community. The kingdom of God is much larger than 
the church. Discipleship is not an individual path, but a journey in the 
company of other disciples. We need community to sustain us.

To journey with Jesus means being compassionate. “Be compassion-
ate as God is compassionate” (Luke 6:36) is the defining mark of the 
follower of Jesus. Compassion is the fruit of life in the Spirit and the ethos 
of the community of Jesus.



To journey with Jesus means opening our eyes to the needs of 
others. Compassion leads us to service – meeting fundamental human 
needs of food, clothing, and shelter.

To journey with Jesus means sharing with others. Over and over 
again, Jesus calls on us to give freely, to lend without thought of return, to 
be generous and gracious.

To journey with Jesus means seeking justice. We are called to speak on 
behalf of those who have no voice – the poor and oppressed of every land.

To journey with Jesus means embracing nonviolence—to absorb 
hostility and to replace revenge with forgiveness. It involves loving our 
enemies and praying for their transformation. It involves breaking the 
cycle of reciprocation, not only of evil for evil, but also good for good.

To journey with Jesus means a willingness to die for the sake of the 
kingdom. The journey of Jesus led to the cross. That is where Jesus calls 
us to follow today—the way of the cross. This is not some inward spiritual 
journey. This is a confrontation with power, violence and death. But we 
are not alone. Jesus walks ahead. He leads the way. And he bids us to 
come and join him.
















