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Merciful Lord, grant to your faithful 
people pardon and peace: that we 
may be cleansed from all our sins and 
serve you with a quiet mind; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Sunday before Lent
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Flowers in memory of Alex William

Contemporary Service
Sat, 5pm, Second Sanctuary

Scripture Reading
Nehemiah 2:17-20

Sermon Topic
Be Full of Faith

by Rev Jeremy Ponniah

Sunday Service
8.45am, Main Sanctuary

Scripture Readings
First Reading: Nehemiah 5:1-13
Gospel Reading: Ma�hew 22:36-40

Sermon Topic
Love God, Love Others
by Yee Peng-Ponniah





What does God say about love? What is love, according to the Bible?  We 
have been given an abundance of Bible verses about loving others, so we 
can assume it’s important. John 13:34-35 TLB says, “And so I am giving a 
new commandment to you now—love each other just as much as I love 
you. Your strong love for each other will prove to the world that you are 
my disciples.”

We are commanded to love one another as Jesus does. There is not one 
person Jesus does not love and did not come to save - this includes every-
one you lock eyes with, walk past on the street, hear about in the news, 
live next door to, stand behind in line at the grocery store, or sit next to in 
the waiting room. When we actively love those around us, putting their 
needs before our own, we are taking the same amazing love that Jesus has 
poured out to us and becoming a living, breathing, beautiful display for 
humanity.

You see, while many believe love is a just a nice, heart-warming feeling, as 
Christians, we are called for it to be more than that - we are called to take 
action. We can share God’s love by noticing the unnoticed, loving the 
unlovely, or even by extending grace to those who are not so easy to be 
around.

When we look at how to love others, His Word offers plenty of insight. 
Romans 12:9-10,13-16 MSG, gives us great examples of love in action:

“Love from the center of who you are; don’t fake it. Run for dear life from 
evil; hold on for dear life to good. Be good friends who love deeply; practice 
playing second fiddle… Help needy Christians; be inventive in hospitality. 
Bless your enemies; no cursing under your breath. Laugh with your happy 
friends when they’re happy; share tears when they’re down. Get along with 
each other; don’t be stuck-up. Make friends with nobodies; don’t be the 
great somebody.

Let’s make it our prayer today to ask God to help us actively love others - 
to actively walk across the street to help our neighbors, to actively cook a 
warm meal for a friend in need, or to actively visit a nearby nursing home 
to love on the elderly. Let us ask Him to lead us to places where He wants 
us to shine His light and ask Him for the courage and strength to share 
His love with all who surround us in our daily lives. And, maybe when we 
do this, we will guide people to His beauty and they, too, will begin to 
actively love others and then, who knows how many lives will be impact-
ed?














