


Human (Worldly) Wisdom
Vs

True (Godly) Wisdom



1. What is Wisdom?
2. How does Nehemiah display godly wisdom?
3. What can we learn about wisdom from 

Nehemiah’s example & the Parable taught 
by our Lord?



What is Wisdom?
“Woe to those who are wise in their own eyes 

and shrewd in their own sight!” (Isaiah 5:21)
“Be not wise in your own eyes; fear the Lord and 

turn away from evil.” (Proverbs 3:7)



True (Godly) Wisdom
 “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge 

(or wisdom), fools despise wisdom and instructions.” 
(Proverbs 1:7)

 Lady Wisdom, cries out, “how long, you simple ones, 
will you love simplicity? For scorners delight in their 
scorning and fools hate knowledge.” (Proverbs 1:22)



True (Godly) Wisdom
Hebrew (peth-ah'-ee)
Void of understanding, foolish, easily 
tempted, gullible and unmindful of danger. 



What happens when we refuse to listen to God?
"Then they will call upon me but I will not answer, they 

will seek me diligently but will not find me… (Proverbs 
1:28-31)
Abortion, sexual immorality e.g. LGBT, gay movements, 

bestiality, eating unclean animals e.g. bats, 
deforestation (climate change) etc. 



Nehemiah: A man full of wisdom
He waited (v11)
He was watchful (v12)
He had trusted men (v12)



Route taken by 
Nehemiah when he 
surveyed the wall



City Wall built 
during the time 
of Nehemiah



1st Turning of the 
Wall built by the Jews 
under Nehemiah





Lessons from Nehemiah’s Example?
Principle of waiting
Principle of having godly counsellors
Principle of being watchful



What can we learn from the Lord about 
the wise & the foolish?
Watchfulness: 10 virgins (representing the Church). 

Long wait. 50% brought oil, 50% did not bring any 
oil (Psalm 119:105)

 Rich towards God: The Rich Fool (Rich in the things 
of this world but not rich in the things of God).



1.Why is Nehemiah a man full of wisdom? 
(Nehemiah 1:11)

2.Do we have a holy & reverential fear of 
God? (Proverbs 1:7)

3.Are we rich towards God or towards the 
things of this world?
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