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Almighty God, by whose grace alone we 
are accepted and called to your service: 
strengthen us by your Holy Spirit and make 
us worthy of our calling; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen.

Scripture Readings
First Reading: Isaiah 55:10-13  
Gospel Reading: John 15:1-5 

Today’s Sermon
Growing IN JOY… and be Ambassadors

for Christ in the community
by Dr Tan Lai Yong
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Epiphany Two





Does Jesus’ metaphor here strike you as a bit odd?

Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides 
in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. I am the vine; you are the 
branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for 
apart from me you can do nothing (John 15:45)

Vine branches don’t have to try to abide in vine. They just do. only way they 
become detached is if someone or something detaches them.

Not so with us. We are strange “branches” that are prone to wander. Staying put 
in the vine is something we must obey. “Abiding” for us is a discipline.

So why are we prone to leave the “vine” we love? Because we are easily deceived 
into believing that we are vines, not branches. Remember Satan’s original 
deception, “You will be like God”?  That’s what we want to be: vines! We don’t 
want to be branches. We want to bear our own fruit!

This is the ancient sin of pride and it governs fallen human nature. And we 
Christians remain susceptible to this very powerful and subtle temptation, 
which is why Jesus spoke this metaphor to his disciples. We struggle to believe 
that apart from him we can do nothing.

So how can we honestly evaluate the level to which we are abiding in Jesus? One 
simple way is to examine how we pray in secret. The Bible is clear: Word-satu-
rated prayer is the primary means of abiding in Jesus. That’s why prayer is the 
chief of the spiritual disciplines and the one we are commanded to be constantly 
doing:

 “[Pray] at all times in the Spirit” (Eph. 6:18); “Continue steadfastly in   
 prayer” (Col. 4:2).

God appointed prayer as the chief of the disciplines precisely because it is 
designed to undermine our self-sufficient pride. Prayer requires profound 
humility and faith to exercise. It appears foolish and weak to the worldly-wise 
and strong. It’s the posture of a dependent child or a beggar. And since its 
productivity can’t be quantified, it can look like a waste of time.

In other words, prayer forces us to trust God.

This is why we selected “Prayerful Dependence” as one of our stated core values 
at Desiring God:

 We seek our deepest delight in Jesus Christ and acknowledge that we can  
 do nothing apart from him (John 15:5). Our desire is to abide in him   
 constantly, “[praying] at all times in the Spirit” (Eph. 6:18). Therefore, we 



 Therefore, we will be intentional to build prayer into the visible life of  
 the organization at all levels and to cultivate a shared life together of   
 living by faith in God’s future grace for us.

January is a month of resolutions. One of our ongoing resolutions that we can 
focus on is to cultivate more prayerful dependence on Jesus in our spreading 
efforts. Create your own resolution to cultivate greater prayerful dependence on 
God. Through more intentional prayer, let’s fight our desire to live like vines 
together and seek instead to be branches that are joyfully and firmly grafted in 
Jesus.


















