
ST PAUL’S CHURCH

22 November 2020



W�c�e

Bishop Revd Canon Dr Titus Chung Vicar Rev Jeremy Ponniah 
Clergy Rev Chang Lubin, Rev Ezra Sivakumar

Sunday before Advent
Almighty God, who spoke to the prophets

that they might make your will and purpose 
known: inspire the guardians of your truth, that 
through the faithful witness of the few the chil-
dren of earth may be made one with the saints in 
glory; by the power of Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
alone redeemed mankind and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen.

Scripture Readings
First Reading: 2 Kings 4:42-43
Gospel Reading: John 6:1-14

Today’s Sermon
Share Our Feed

by Rev Dino Thangamany

We hope you will feel at home and be refreshed 
and renewed by the worship and teaching today.





Will Jesus provide for you? Are you struggling to believe it, because when you 
do the math it doesn’t add up? You’re in good company. Philip and Andrew 
had witnessed astounding miracles by Jesus, but when it came to feeding 
5,000 people the math added up to impossible.

Imagine a conversation between Philip and Andrew as they are gathering up 
the leftovers.

Philip set his basket load of bread fragments down on the grass. He straight-
ened his tired back and scanned the huge crowd of happy, sated people. It 
was hard to absorb what had just happened.

Andrew dropped his basket beside Philip’s, blew a sigh, and leaned on Phil-
ip’s shoulder. “Well done, Philip! You fed them, just like Jesus instructed. But 
I’d say you overestimated the bread.” With a dazed laugh Philip answered, 
“No, I overestimated the cost! I thought the bread would bankrupt us. I think 
you’re the one who actually got the food. 

“True. But who knew that a boy’s lunch would be more than enough for the 
biggest picnic in Israel?”

“How many loaves did he have?”

“Five.”

“And how many loaves do you think we gave out?”

“I have no idea. I’ve never seen so much bread in my life. There are easily over 
five thousand people here.” Andrew did a silent calculation. “Maybe twenty 
thousand loaves?”

Philip just shook his head in amazement, “That’s not even counting the fish.”

“I know. It would have taken Peter and me weeks to haul in that many fish. 
And as I was passing them out I got to thinking, where did all these fish come 
from?”

“What do you mean?”

“Well, the boy had two fish, right? We know where those fish came from. 
Some fisherman caught them, sold them in the market, the boy’s mother 
bought them, prepared them, and sent them with him. But we must have 
passed out ten thousand fish! Philip, where did those fish come from? 
Nobody caught them, or sold them, or bought them. Nobody prepared them. 
They just appeared!”

Mystified, Philip replied, “I didn’t even think about that.”



Andrew pulled a fish fragment from his basket. “Look, this fish has eyes. It 
has gills and fins. It’s a real fish! Did it ever swim, Philip? Did it ever use these 
eyes or fins? Did it ever live? Did God snatch it out of the sea, prepare it, and 
give it to Jesus a second before he handed it to us? Or did he just create it 
there on the spot fully prepared?”

Philip looked down at his basket. “The same goes for the bread. Did God take 
barley from some field in the world and instantly make it into bread, or did 
he speak it into existence fully baked?”

Both of them looked over at Jesus in wonder. Andrew said, “Whatever he did 
is beyond comprehension. Philip, we may have been the first to eat miracle 
food since the manna last fell in the wilderness.”You meant to share.' ‘The 
Teacher knows,'

Philip quoted Moses: “The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like 
me from among you, from your brothers — it is to him you shall listen.”

Then turning to Andrew he said, “I’ve known he’s the One from the time he 
first called me. I’ve seen him turn water into wine. I’ve seen healings like 
nothing I’ve ever heard of before. And yet, I’m so slow to listen; so slow to 
believe. When he asked me about feeding the crowd I didn’t even think about 
his power. I just looked at how little money we had and saw an impossibility. 
I’m no better than Moses’ generation who saw miracle after miracle and then 
promptly forgot God’s power the next time they faced an obstacle.”

“I’m in the same boat with you, Philip. I’m the one who asked, “What are five 
barley loaves and two fish for so many?”

“Andrew, I don’t want to forget this moment. He made five loaves and two fish 
more than enough for five thousand people. He spoke and it was provided. 
This is why he’s told us not to be anxious about our needs but to ‘seek first 
the kingdom of God and his righteousness’ believing that ‘all these things will 
be added to’ us. I want to remember this when the next “impossibility” shows 
up.”

“God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that having all sufficiency in 
all things at all times, you may abound in every good work.” He really means 
for us to believe this. Because if we do, our worries are over.
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