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Pentecost 5
Almighty God, you show to those who are in error the 
light of your truth, that they may return to the way of 
righteousness. May we and all who have been admi�ed
to the fellowship of Christ's religion reject those things 
which are contrary to our profession and follow all such 
things as are agreeable to the same; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord. Amen.

Scripture Readings
First Reading: Acts 17:22-33

Second Reading: John 20:19-23

Today’s Sermon
Living Witness: Learning from Paul

by Rev Ezra Sivakumar

We hope you will feel at home and be refreshed 
and renewed by the worship and teaching today.





“The reason I wrote to you was to see if you would stand the test 
and be obedient in everything.” - 2 Corinthians 2:9

When God spoke to Sister Chang, a house church leader from 
Henan, he told her to do something that made no earthly sense at 
all. He told her to go and preach the gospel on the steps outside the 
local police station. Such an action may lead to arrest even in West-
ern nations, and in Communist China it is a sure way to invite severe 
punishment. But the more Sister Chang prayed about it, the more 
clearly the inner voice of God continued to tell her to do it. Finally, 
she saw no option but to obey God.

Standing on the top step outside the police station, she boldly pro-
claimed the gospel to astonished onlookers. Within a few minutes, 
several officers dragged her inside and placed her under arrest. To 
the human eye her obedience looked foolish, but God can see 
things that we can’t.

Sister Chang was sentenced without a trial and sent to the local 
women’s prison, where she was placed alongside thousands of spir-
itually lost souls. She boldly and lovingly proclaimed the gospel to 
her fellow prisoners. The light of the gospel spread like wildfire. 
Within just three months, 800 women believed in Jesus! The entire 
atmosphere of the prison changed, and new sounds of praise and 
worship were heard echoing down the prison hallways and in the 
courtyard.

The prison director was greatly impressed at the change in the 
atmosphere and was able to trace it to the preaching of Sister 
Chang. He brought her into his office and said, “You have made my 
job easy! There is no more fighting between the prisoners and the 
women have become gentle and obedient. We need more people 
like you working here. From today, we have decided to let you go 
free. We want to give you a full-time job here in the prison, and we 
will pay you 3,000 Yuan per month” (about US$ 375, a fortune in 
rural Henan). He continued, “We will also give you a car and your 
own driver, and will find you comfortable housing.”



Sister Chang briefly considered the offer, and then replied, “Twenty 
years ago I became a disciple of Jesus Christ and he has been won-
derful to me. I don’t believe your offer of a car, driver and salary is 
in line with what Jesus wants to do with my life, and I belong to him. 
All I want to do is preach the good news.”

Despite her rejection of his offer, the director released her from 
prison that day, and she continued her ministry for the Lord.

It always pays to do what the Lord tells us to do. Don’t argue, don’t 
fight it, and don’t try to work out all the details with your mind. Just 
do it. That is one mark of a true disciple of Jesus Christ.



1. We learn that God wants a group of witnesses––people 
who see and experience him––who then bear witness and 
represent him to the world. Kindly share what God has done 
for you and your family, in Christ? What is God con�nuing to 
do in you and your family through His Spirit? What God 
intends to achieve through us to con�nue his ministry at St 
Paul’s Church in our community and in the world.

2. How did Paul the apostle overcome the challenge in com-
munica�ng the good news about Jesus Christ to the “Men of 
Athens, at a loca�on which hosts different cultures and 
socio-poli�cal era?  

3. Discuss about Paul’s passion driven by the Spirit’s compas-
sion, Paul’s presenta�on of the Gospel and the product of 
Paul’s address.   














