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We hope you will feel at home and be refreshed
and renewed by the worship and teaching today.

Pentecost 4
Almighty God, you have broken the tyranny of sin and
have sent the Spirit of your Son into our hearts whereby
we call you Father. Give us grace to dedicate our freedom
to your service, that all mankind may be brought to the
glorious liberty of the sons of God; through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.

Scripture Readings
First Reading: Philippians 2:5-11
Second Reading: Mark 10:35-45

Today’s Sermon
Serving All: With a Servant’s Heart
by Benjamin William
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It was a beautiful spring evening. | was in the kitchen making
dinner, and the kiddos were making happy kiddo noises in the living
room. | came in to check on them and realized that the noises also
accompanied some pretty significant mess. Now, with three little
ones, there is hardly ever a time when a toy isn’t on the floor during
the day, but this was extra bad. “Hey guys,” | said, “let’s stop playing
for a little while and clean up some of these things before Daddy
comes home from work.” Jude, our five-year-old who is a
black-and-white little guy, chimes in, “We usually do our cleaning
up before bed. Why do we need to clean up right now?” “Well,” |
responded, “it’s a lot more messy than usual, and | think it would be
really special for Daddy to come home to a clean house. So let’s
clean up right now because we love Daddy!”

That was all the convincing they needed to begin sprucing up the
house in preparation for Judah to come home. Their motivation
was fueled by a love for their father that outweighed any desire to
get out of cleaning up in that moment.

You’ll be hard pressed to find Christian parents who don’t desire
their children to grow up to be people who serve. However, it
doesn’t take long into the parenting journey to realize this is some-
thing that does not come naturally and cannot be forced. Our little
ones come into the world with sinful dispositions, seeing only their
own wants and needs, just as we did before them. Sure, we can
train them to have the correct behavior, but true service goes far
deeper than outward conduct. True service flows from a heart of
love for God and others, and this is something only He can bring
about.

It is essential that as we teach our children the importance of
service, it is done by prayerfully and intentionally pointing them
back to the ultimate Servant, Jesus Christ. His service toward us was
loving, humble, and pure through and through, and it is from this
foundation that our children must learn what being a true servant
really is. As Jesus Himself said in Mark 10:45, “For even the Son of
Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give His life as a



ransom for many.”

Our children must understand that, as followers of God, a life of
service isn’t optional, and this in large part will come from the
example of their parents. We must first see ourselves as servants of
the Lord, ready to obey Him and do whatever He calls us to out of
love for Him and others. And our kids need to see from our example
that this isn’t a drudgery but a privilege and a joy because we are
following in the footsteps of our Savior.

If anyone serves Me, he must follow Me; and where | am, there will
My servant be also. If anyone serves Me, the Father will honor
him.” John 12:26

“And He sat down and called the twelve. And He said to them, “If
anyone would be first, he must be last of all and servant of all.”
Mark 9:35

“For you were called to freedom, brothers. Only do not use your
freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one
another.” Galatians 5:13

Yes, service is sacrificial. It will often mean forgoing something we
want to do in order to love someone else, and we don’t have to be
afraid for our children to know that. Jesus “endured the cross”
because of the “joy set before Him” (Heb 12:2). His service to us
cost Him his very life, but it brought Him joy because it was motivat-
ed by love.

As my husband and | have prayed about how to help cultivate this
mindset of service in our children and observed the examples of
other godly families, here are some things that we’ve begun to put
into practice in our home.

Pray
This should be a given, but we’re amazed at how often we need to
be reminded of just how critical it is to be praying for our children in



the course of training them. As | said earlier, only God can transform
the hearts of our little ones to have a true, God-given desire to
serve others. Only He can change them from the inside out. With-
out the work of the Holy Spirit, our children will either become
legalistic and prideful in their service to others, or they will not em-
brace service as something that is important to them. So as we seek
to obey God by teaching our children how to live godly lives in Him,
we must continually ask Him to change their hearts, to give them a
love for Him, and to give us wisdom and insight in pointing them to
Him every moment of every day.

Impart a Vision

As parents, we need to be proactive in imparting to our children a
vision for Christ-centered service. They need to see in our lives an
excitement for this, and they need to see that it isn’t something
that is limited to just our family, either. As much as possible, we
need to expose them to the many ways that others in the Body of
Christ are serving (and have served over the years) so they begin to
grasp the significance of how this can impact others, both Chris-
tians and non-Christians.

Talk about Jesus and His service on our behalf. Read biographies of
those who have spent their life in service to others. Point out
people in your church who are actively serving those in your church
body, and be intentional about thanking them in front of your chil-
dren (or having your children thank them when it involves them).
Talk about the joy that comes from obeying God by following the
example of Jesus to love and serve even the “least of these.”

Serve Together

Some of the most significant and impactful times in my life were
when my family served together. One time, along with some other
missionaries and native Mongolian Christians (our family lived in
Mongolia at the time), we set up a soup kitchen in a really poor area
of town, and we had the opportunity to serve and share the gospel
with these people who were “the least of these” in the eyes of the
world. Another time we decided that, instead of Christmas pres-



ents, we would buy coal for a family who were really struggling.
These things imparted to us kids the incredible joy of serving, even
when it required sacrifice and getting outside our comfort zones.

It may be as big as going on a missions trip as a family or as simple
as baking cookies for the new neighbors across the street, but no
matter what it is, it’s so important that we are making Christ-cen-
tered service a priority as a family. Have service become a lifestyle
for your family. Our children need to see this modeled from a young
age so that it becomes something they expect and something they
gain a vision for. Ask the Lord how to keep your eyes wide open for
the opportunities He brings to do this together.



Qmﬁm

For individual reflection, family devotion
or cell group discussion

1. What does scripture say about being a servant?
With regards being a servant, what is expected of us
as Christians?

2. What are the characteristics of a servant heart?
How do we go about developing a servant heart?

3. Servanthood and service does not exist in a
vacuum. How can we manifest our servant heart in
the Church and in the world/community around us?
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Our Vision
To be Ambassadors for Christ in the Community

2 Corinthians 5:20

Therefore, we are Ambassadors for Christ, God
making his appeal through us. We implore you on
behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.

First Pillar
Being Spirit-Filled

Galatians 5:16
But | say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not
gratify the desires of the flesh.

Second Pillar
Imitating Christ

Luke 9:23

And he said to all, “If anyone would come after
me, let him deny himself and take up his
cross daily and follow me.

Third Pillar
Persevering Prayer

Colossians 4:2
Continue steadfastly in prayer, being watchful in
it with thanksgiving.

Fourth Pillar
Serving All

Mark 10:45
For even the Son of Man came not to be served
but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.



ANNOUNCEMENTS




VIRTUAL AGM

At 10.30am today after the online
service.

To all Electoral members, you would

have received a link to register for the
Virutal AGM.

Upon registering, you would have
received a confirmation email with a
zoom webinar link.

Please click on that link to attend the
AGM at 10.30am. Kindly contact Joanna
at 81610926 or any of the pastoral staff
if you require any assistance. See you
online!










ST PAUL'S CHURCH

ONLINE GIVING

INTERNET BANKING
St Paul’s Church
== DBS Current Account No.: 023-000684-7

P PAYNOW
NMVWW Usine Bank app
Scan the QR Code or enter
UEN: TO8CC4082E

Please indicate "S2" under Reference
No. The code "S2" refers to the English
Congregation. Other information like
specific giving (e.g. mission, building,
etc.) as needed. Names are optional.
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—1 GIVE BY CHEQUE

Made payable to "St Paul’'s Church" and mailed to our
Church address - 843 Upper Serangoon Road Singapore
534683. Kindly indicate English Congregation at the back
of the cheque.



