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Pentecost 2
Almighty and everlas�ng God, by whose Spirit the whole 
body of the Church is governed and sanc�fied: hear our 
prayer which we offer for all your faithful people; that 
each in his voca�on and ministry may serve you in holi-
ness and truth to the glory of your name; through our 

Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

Scripture Readings
First Reading: 2 Corinthians 8:1-9
Second Reading: Ma�hew 6:1-4

Today’s Sermon
Serving All: With Overflowing Generosity

by Rev Lawrence Visuvasam

We hope you will feel at home and be refreshed 
and renewed by the worship and teaching today.





Years ago, Ilene’s preacher noticed the family standing in front of 
him at a New Orleans convenience store did not have enough 
money to pay for their few items. He tapped the man on the 
shoulder and said, “You don’t need to turn around, but please 
accept this money.” The man took the money without ever seeing 
the preacher.

Nine years later, the pastor was invited to speak at a church in 
New Orleans. After the service, a man walked up to the preacher 
and shared this story about how he had come to faith in Christ: 
“Several years ago, my wife and our child were destitute. We had 
lost everything, had no jobs, no money and were living in our car. 
We also lost all hope, and agreed to a suicide pact, including our 
child. However, we decided to first give our son some food, so we 
drove to a convenience store to buy him some food and milk.”

“While we were standing in line at the store, we realized that we 
did not have enough money to pay for these items, but a man 
behind us asked us to please take the money from his hand and 
not look at him. This man told us that ‘Jesus loves you.’”

“We left the store, drove to our designated suicide site, and wept 
for hours. We couldn’t go through with it, so we drove away. As 
we drove, we noticed a church with a sign out front which said, 
‘Jesus love you.’ We went to that church the very next Sunday, and 
both my wife and I were saved that day.”

He then told the pastor, “When you began speaking this morning, I 
knew immediately that you were the man who gave us that 
money.” How did he know? The pastor was from South Africa and 
had a very distinct accent. He continued, “Your act of kindness was 
much more than a simple good deed. Three people are alive today 
because of it.”

A gentle challenge: Maintain your spiritual antennae, remember-
ing that God can multiply the smallest gift many times over.



1. Why is it so difficult to give when we are stressed 
by circumstances and bills and pressures? 
(2 Corinthians 8:1-5) 

2. What riches did Christ have according to this 
verse? How did he become poor? In what way 
were we poor? In what way have we become rich? 
(2 Corinthians 8:9) 

3. How did the Lord speak to you?


















