
ST PAUL’S CHURCH

7 June 2020



W�c�e

Bishop The Rt Rev Rennis Ponniah Vicar Rev Jeremy Ponniah 
Clergy Rev Chang Lubin, Rev Ezra Sivakumar Auxiliary Clergy Rev Lawrence Visuvasam

Trinity Sunday
Almighty and everlas�ng God, you have given us youe 
servants grace, by the confession of a true faith to 
acknowledge the glory of the eternal Trinity, and in the 
power of the divine Majesty to worship the Unity. Keep 
us steadfast in this faith, that we may evermore be 
defended from all adversi�es; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. Amen.

Scripture Readings
First Reading: Exodus 22:21-27
Second Reading: Luke 10:25-37

Today’s Sermon
Serving All: Caring for the Needy

by Pastor Leon Stewart

We hope you will feel at home and be refreshed 
and renewed by the worship and teaching today.





Will you be getting a bubble tea or a kopi? Or will you be giving a smile?

What will you do when the Covid-19 restrictions get lifted?

Of course, this is going to be a gradual process. But as the restrictions 
get lifted one by one, we will have more and more freedom to do what 
we have not been able to do in the past two weeks.

What will you do when that happens? Will you rush down to the first 
bubble tea shop you can find? Will you head for the nearest fast-food 
outlet or hawker centre where you can finally eat there and then? Will 
you make an appointment for that much-needed hairdo? Or will you 
make a beeline for your favourite mall, knowing that you can finally 
indulge in some shopping that doesn’t involve home delivery?

I must confess that some of these things came to mind first as I read 
about the restrictions being lifted. I’ve been looking forward to having 
an unhurried cup of kopi at my neighbourhood coffeeshop, with some 
half-boiled eggs and kaya toast, of course. But I realise there’s some-
thing I’ve been missing even more—being able to greet someone, give 
him a smile, and have a little chat . . . not through a mask nor Zoom.

A friend of mine, journalist and author Nicholas Yong, penned a short 
but wonderfully whimsical piece about what he would do “When All 
This Is Over”. He writes:

 When all this is over, the first thing I will do is take a long, long  
 walk. I will greet everyone I meet along the way and shake their  
 hands, and grab their forearms, and look into their eyes. No   
 more fear in my heart, lurking just beneath the surface. No more  
 social distancing or alternative greetings: I want to talk to people  
 the way human beings are meant to . . .

 When all this is over, I will hug the ones I love, and even the ones  
 I don’t. And though it is a miraculous and wondrous thing, I   
 don’t ever want to talk to the people who matter most through a  
 video screen again. Whether they are next door or a million   
 miles away, I will meet them and tell them, face to face, just how  
 much they mean to me. I’ve missed you, I will say. I thought of  
 you every day.



Nicholas has been tracking the whole saga as a journalist. Yet it’s the 
personal touches that have left the biggest mark on him:

 But when all this is over, I know what I will remember most. A  
 bag of groceries left at the door when I was in quarantine and  
 couldn’t leave my flat. A homemade meal delivered to me, just  
 because a friend did not want me to feel all alone. And most of  
 all, the simple text messages saying ‘Just checking in. How are  
 you?’

 When all this is over, I will treasure the little things with all my  
 heart. Because it is the little things that make up the big things,  
 and I never want to take them for granted again.

Over the past weeks, we’ve been hearing phrases like, “Life will never be 
the same again after Covid-19”, or, “There will be a new normal”.

Granted, many of us will be struggling with what this means for us in our 
daily lives. Perhaps many of us will be working or studying at home more. 
Perhaps we will have to remember to wash our hands more often. 
Perhaps we will have to be careful when meeting in large groups—such 
as in church. We will have to change the way we work, move, and inter-
act with people.

But when the Circuit Breaker finally ends, and when all this is over, what 
will we do?

In the book of Haggai, God reminds the Israelites that they had neglected 
God and His house while seeking their own comfort (Haggai 1:2–4). That 
was why, He said, they never seem to be satisfied with what they did (v. 
6). God told them: “Give careful thought to your ways” (v. 5).

When all this is over, will we continue to focus on our own needs, con-
cerns, and desires? Or will we, as Christians, seek first God’s kingdom and 
His righteousness? (Matthew 6:33) Will we be grateful for what we’ve 
taken for granted and learn to give what we have been receiving? Will we 
give a passer-by a big smile, visit a lonely relative, buy something for a 
neighbour in need, and tell them that we miss them and care just as God 
cares for us?

 Lord, thank You for being with me throughout this time. As the 



 restrictions get eased, may I go back to “normal life” with a new  
 perspective of Your heart and a new commitment to put You first  
 in my life—to love You and to love others, just as You have loved  
 me.









No�ce is hereby given that the St Paul’s Church AGM 
will be held on Sunday, 28 June 2020 at 10.30 am. The 
mee�ng will be held via Zoom Webinar and we will be 
registering all members who are on the Electoral Roll to 
enable them to a�end the virtual AGM.  

Please note that all nomina�ons must be sent to the 
Chairman at chairman_agm@stpaulschurch.org.sg by 
Saturday, 13 June at 12pm.

There will be no direct vo�ng at the virtual AGM on 28 
June 2020. Hence all members will have to submit their 
votes via Proxy Forms to the Chairman. We will advise 
you further on the status of nomina�ons and  the proxy 
forms when we issue our second no�fica�on on Sunday, 
14 June 2020. 

There will be no discussion on the various reports 
during the AGM.  The reports will be deemed as read. 
Members can submit any queries on the reports to 
Chairman (chairman_agm@stpaulschurch.org.sg) by 13 
Jun at 12pm. All queries will be answered on 14 Jun, 
prior to the AGM.  The queries and response will be con-
veyed to all members via whatsapp/email.

Please uphold the virtual AGM and the nomina�on of 
PCC leaders to the Lord in prayer.

Virtual AGM on 28 June 2020












