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Welcome

Lent One
Almighty God, whose Son Jesus Christ fasted forty days in the
wilderness, and was tempted as we are, yet without sin: give us
grace to discipline ourselves in obedience to your Spirit; and, as
you know our weakness, so may we know your power to save;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Scripture Readings
First Reading: Joshua: 1:1-9
Gospel Reading: Ma�hew 4:1-11
Today’s Sermon
Imita�ng Christ: Overcoming Through the Word
by Rev Jeremy Ponniah
New to St Paul’s Church?
We hope you will feel at home and be refreshed and renewed by
the worship and teaching. If you have any questions or prayer
needs, please let us know by ﬁlling out the Visitor ’s Card in the
Welcome Pack and dropping it oﬀ with our ushers at the back.
Come join us at the Parish Hall at the Newcomer’s Corner after the
service. We’re looking forward to connecting with you!
Thank you for your donations
Breakfast by Raina Lee

Bishop The Rt Rev Rennis Ponniah Vicar Rev Jeremy Ponniah
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I used to work in an advertising firm as a Assistant Operations Supervisor and my

role was to oversee a team of specialists who were experts in their craft of maintaining advertising light boxes and banners that were put on display in public spaces. It
was during this time, that I gave my life to Jesus Christ and was born again.

Once every month, the General Manager would call for a department meeting and the
team would gather together to discuss issues that may have occurred during our
course of work. These meetings would usually take between 30 to 45 minutes and
thereafter, we would all adjourn for some coffee or tea.

It was that time of the month again when we all gathered together for our department meeting in the boardroom and waited for the GM to arrive for the meeting.
When he arrived we started the meeting and it was the usual affair, nothing seemed
out of the ordinary. After most of the team members had shared their issues and had
it clarified, one of the team members raised his hand and asked for permission to
share openly.
My GM obliged him and he then proceeded to share. I got a rude shock! He started to
bad mouth me in front of everybody. I was stunned! This man started using very
harsh and vulgar words on me and you can just see the look on the rest of the team
members who were there. They were completely shocked by this man’s attitude.
As he continued his barrage of harsh words on me, I began to slowly get angry. I used
to have a very short fuse and I would usually get physical when I got angry. But

something interesting happened that morning. As he continued to speak, I suddenly
felt God speaking into my heart telling me to remain cool and not react.

By now, my GM was not amused and he ordered that man to leave the room and cool
down. My GM and the rest of the team were concerned about me. I looked at all of
them and reassured them that I was alright. The GM called off the rest of the meeting
and told us to return to work. My GM asked me privately if I was really alright and I
told him that I was.

I returned to my desk and sat down to reflect on what had just happened. As I was
pondering, I suddenly felt an impression from God that I should approach that man
and find out if he was alright. I struggled with that thought but the more I thought
about it, the stronger the impression got. I decided to leave my desk and go look for
this colleague of mine.

I found him at the office lobby smoking a cigarette and approached him. He saw me
walking towards him and quickly stub out his cigarette, wanting to leave. I called out
to him to wait and not leave. He did look angry as I approached him and he gave me
that kind of stare that looked like he wanted to fight. I looked him in the eye and
asked him if he was alright but he just kept quiet.
I then felt God tell me to apologise to him for whatever that I may have done that had
upset him. I struggled for a while in silence and asked myself if I heard correctly that
God was instructing me to apologise. As I pondered, I felt a peace come over me and
I openly apologised to him. He had a look of shock on his face.

After I apologised, I wished him well and went back to the office. We did not speak for
the next few days but eventually, he started speaking to me and when he had enough
courage, he asked me what made me apologise to him. I took the opportunity to
share my new found faith in Jesus Christ to him but after a few minutes, he politely
declined to hear more and walked away.
Like any born again Christian, I was and am still on a continuous journey of pruning
by God and back then as a new believer, that incident was just the start of the process
of change that God had begun doing in my life. All of us will go through a time of pruning by God. We should be open to correction through the Word of God and the power
of the Holy Spirit. May we always look to God and be in a posture of prayer and
communion as we continue our journey of faith that God will help us to be more like
Jesus Christ each and every day.
Pastor Leon Stewart

Sermon Notes

1. Share what you believe are the key ways we are called to “Imitate
Christ”.

2. Ma�hew 4:1-11 focuses on the 3 tempta�ons Jesus faced in the wilderness. Discuss Satan’s strategy and how Jesus overcame each tempta�on.

3. Share the similari�es and diﬀerences between the tempta�ons faced by
the 1st Adam with the 2nd Adam. What lessons can we apply in our lives
to overcome like the 2nd Adam?

Next Sunday’s Sermon

Imitating Christ: Humility
By Georgie Ong
Philippians 2:1-11, Matthew 18:1-4
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