


9 February 2020

Welcome

Third Sunday Before Lent
Eternal God, whose Son Jesus Christ is for all mankind the way, the
truth, and the life: grant us to walk in his way, to rejoice in his
truth, and to share his risen life; who is alive and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
Scripture Readings
First Reading: 1 Corinthians 12:4-13
Gospel Reading: Ma�hew 25:14-30
Today’s Sermon
Being Spirit-Filled: Exercising Spiritual Gi�s
by Rev Lawrence Visuvasam
New to St Paul’s Church?
We hope you will feel at home and be refreshed and renewed by
the worship and teaching. If you have any questions or prayer
needs, please let us know by ﬁlling out the Visitor ’s Card in the
Welcome Pack and dropping it oﬀ with our ushers at the back.
Come join us at the Parish Hall at the Newcomer’s Corner after the
service. We’re looking forward to connecting with you!
Thank you for your donations
Breakfast by The Breakfast Ministry
Flowers by Mrs Alice John

Bishop The Rt Rev Rennis Ponniah Vicar Rev Jeremy Ponniah
Clergy Rev Chang Lubin, Rev Ezra Sivakumar Auxiliary Clergy Rev Lawrence Visuvasam

Many years ago, I was asked to go on my very �irst mission trip. The destination

was into the jungle of Sarawak to a tribal people called the Ibans. They were a
warrior tribe and were feared greatly because they were headhunters. They would
behead their enemies and hang the heads outside their village huts. They lived in a
communal setting called long houses and there could be up to thirty families living in
these long houses.

Well, thankfully head hunting which was practiced hundreds of years ago �inally
came to an end during World War II. The Iban people after that had begun to move
toward becoming more modern due to Western in�luence brought about by colonisation. Today, many have left the jungles of Sarawak, abandoning their long houses and
the communal way of life in exchange for city living. There are still a number of them
who have remained in the jungles.
On this mission trip, there were only three of us, the team leader, Pastor J, a
sister-in-Christ, Betty and me. The objective of this trip was to look at the needs of
this people group who were looked after by the Anglican Church in Kuching, Sarawak
and how we back in Singapore could support them. It was going to be a new adventure for me and Betty as we were �irst timers.
On the �light into Sarawak, Betty shared with me that she had no idea why she was
going on the trip. She felt that she could not contribute in any way. Weeks before the
trip, she was asking God for a sign but did not get an answer. Without a clear con�irmation, she just decided to sign up. I encouraged her to continue to pray and seek
God on this matter and to trust Him that He would show her what she could do.

We arrived at the airport and our chaperone from the local Anglican church came to
meet us to bring us to the Iban village. We were informed it was going to be a
three-hour drive to the town of Engkilli and from the town, we would be taking a
two-hour boat ride to the village. We sure had a long day ahead of us!

We stopped at the town of Engkilli for a toilet break and while we were there, we
visited a local provision shop and were greeted in Mandarin. I was having dif�iculty
speaking to the shop keeper as I didn’t know the language. Betty who was not very
�luent in Mandarin decided to try, came to my rescue and helped me with my
purchase.
I thanked Betty for her help and made my way to the vehicle. Betty and the man
continued to dialogue. As they continued to talk to each other, I noticed Betty’s face
light up. The more they spoke, the more Betty looked excited. Suddenly, she stopped
and called out to our chaperone to join her.

By now, I was curious and wanted to know what was going on. Then, I saw the man,
the chaperone and Betty bow their heads together in prayer! Betty shared with me
that the man was asking her where we were from and what we were there for. She
shared that we were Christians on a mission trip. He was elated! He told Betty that
God had �inally answered his prayer! He wanted to speak to someone who was a
Mandarin speaking believer as he wanted to be a Christian. It then dawned on me
that God had used the little of Mandarin that Betty knew and through her, He supernaturally reached out to this man to help him make a vital decision to receive eternal
salvation! I told Betty about it and she was overwhelmed.
The experience that Betty had that day was truly astounding. Never in her wildest
imagination did it ever cross her mind that whatever little Mandarin that she knew
would be crucial to be used by God to add one more soul into His kingdom. It was
God’s perfect timing that Betty was there to be used by God. It was not her ability that
God was interested in. It was her availability.

We must always remember that God has given us different gifts to operate in the
places He has placed us in. I know I can’t speak Mandarin and that man would not
have been able to receive salvation even if I tried to share it with him. But by God’s
grand scheme of things in His master plan, He knew that Betty was going to be there
at the right moment and through the power of the Holy Spirit, she did the impossible.
I pray that you to will experience the power of the Holy Spirit as God uses the gifts
that He has given you to glorify Him.

“There are different kinds of spiritual gifts, but the same Spirit is the source of them all.
There are different kinds of service, but we serve the same Lord. God works in different
ways, but it is the same God who does the work in all of us.” – 1 Cor 12:4-6 (NLT)
By Pastor Leon Stewart

Sermon Notes
“Being Spirit-Filled: Exercising Spiritual Gifts”
1 Corinthians 12:4-13

1. Why did Paul write to the Corinthian Church about spiritual gi�s? What
seemed to be their problem?

2. Where do the gi�s come from? Why is this fact so important? Who
receives them? What is the purpose of these gi�s? What are we to use
them for?

3. Is it important to try to ﬁnd out your gi�? Should we try to discover our
gi�? If we don’t, how will we exercise them?

Next Sunday’s Sermon

Being Spirit-Filled: Growing in the Fruit of the Spirit
By Yee Peng-Ponniah
Galations 5:16-26, John 15:1-8

SUNDAY SERVICES
english

mandarin

9.00am
Main Sanctuary

9.00am
Second Sanctuary

Holy Communion
(Weekly except 5th
Sundays)

Holy Communion
(1st & 3rd Sundays)

mandarin/
english

11.15am
Second Sanctuary
Holy Communion
(1st & 3rd Sundays)

tamil
11.30am
Main Sanctuary
Holy Communion
(1st & 3rd Sundays)

CHILDREN MINISTRY
english

english

english

K1 & K2
5 & 6 years old
9.00am
Kindness Room

P1 & P2
7 & 8 years old
9.00am
Church Oﬃce

P3 & P4
9 & 10 years old
9.00am
Mount Olivet Room

english

Mandarin

TAMIL

P5 & P6
11 & 12 years old
9.00am
Church Oﬃce

3-12 years old
9.30am & 12.00pm
Check with respec�ve ushers on
venue

3-12 years old
12.00pm
New Life Room

english
Toddlers
3 & 4 years old
9.00am
Mount Hermon
Room

YOUTH & YOUNG ADULTS MINISTRY
ENGLISH

ENGLISH

MANDARIN

TAMIL

Youth Group
13-18 years old
Saturdays, weekly
3-5pm
Youth Hub

Young Adults Group
19 & above
Saturdays, weekly
3-5pm
Youth Hub

13-25 years old
Check with respec�ve congrega�on
on �me & venue

13-25 years old
Check with respec�ve congrega�on
on �me & venue

St Paul’s Church
The Diocese of Singapore
843 Upper Serangoon Road
Singapore 534683
6285 1500
contact@stpaulschurch.org.sg
www.stpaulschurch.org.sg

