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Dear Nick,

I wonder if you aware of some news. In between the lectures for module 4
and the submission of the dissertation proposal, I have been successful in
securing a new role, principal designate of a new 11-18 school in the centre
of Birmingham to cater for children around the city keen on learning
through digital technologies.

Anyway, I wanted to share with you here how incredibly practical and
insightful the content of module 4 has been. I had a Zoom meeting today
with some good folk from a local commercial radio station about promoting
the school, establishing a brand, sound and distinctive slogan. And I was
doing this my notes for module 4 on exactly this from the amazing Dr
Boatswain there in-front of me, complete with post-it notes, scribbles and
the like (finishing Essay 4 in good time of course).

It was a case of theory and action taking place within seconds of each
other!

Starting a school from scratch, with no staff, no building, and no children
alongside a complex set of stakeholders (DfE, a trust, a local authority, local
schools) is quite a daunting prospect. Not least the task of recruiting a
talented diverse workforce from scratch! Nick, I cannot begin to explain
how the content for each of the modules has played a significant part in
preparation for the appointment. 
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The Immediate Impact

Paul Averis
Deputy Headteacher

John Willmott School



Hi Diana, Nick, Catherine & John

I just wanted to let you know that I received my Master's outcome today and I am
ABSOLUTELY DELIGHTED!!!!!!

I cannot thank you enough for what has been a life changing experience for me. It has
opened doors in my thinking that I didn't even know existed, as well as enabling many
other exciting opportunities. It is having a positive impact in our school and will
impact all of the work I do for the rest of my career too. 

On the induction day, I felt quite out of my depth and wondered if I had bitten off
more than I could chew, given the calibre of the educators in the room, but over time
I felt a real togetherness develop and that I was part of something meaningful at
which I wanted to succeed, and that is because of the environment you created -
which I know was by design, not accident!

You said that your imperative was to affect education by improving educational
leadership on a national scale and I am 100% certain you are doing that. 

You have all gone over and above what I could have been entitled to expect in many
ways - for example, Diana you critiqued a video of me doing a presentation from a job
interview, which was well beyond the call of duty!! So, I am truly grateful for
everything you have all done and I am proud to know you all and to be associated with
the NCE. 

The events you put on were incredible and I really hope to be able to attend a
graduation as I would like to say thank you in person, as well as to see the rest of the
cohort.

With very best wishes

Martin 
(MeD!!!!)
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The Wider Impact

Martin Barratt
Deputy Headteacher

Meoncross School



"Can't rate the Level 7
Masters highly enough

- great content,
fabulous tutors and
amazing lecturers"

Senior Leadership
Programme

Level 7

Our Senior Leadership Programme is the most successful
Leadership Masters in the UK! Packed full of world class
contributors and supported by an industry-leading delivery
team, this Mastership will empower learners to lead at all
levels of the profession. 

The phenomenal Diana Osagie taking us
through talent management and creating
learning organisations. Absolutely brilliant. So
pleased I've chosen this focus for my change
project.

 
 

Matt Hardman

Really looking forward to this afternoon.
Adeyinka Adewale always delivers amazing
sessions that really get you thinking.

Nikki Arkinstall

Take the leap! I'm on the WomenEd cohort with
the NCE and the support, comradery and
learning is superb. Got an awesome tutor in
Rachel O'Halleron too and the backing and
support of Vivienne Porritt - what more could
you ask for!

Victoria Hall

I can't recommend the NCE WomenEd Senior
Leadership apprenticeship  cohort highly
enough. Phenomenal support from Rachel
O'Halleron and Vivienne Porritt and the most
amazing cohort of female leaders in education. 

Shirley Si Ahmed

I got the job! Assistant Headteacher at an utterly
incredible school. Still pinching myself. Couldn't
have landed it without what I've gained from The
NCE, WomenEd and Rachel O'Halleron. Do an
NCE Masters, it actually really, really changes
your life.

Cheryl Faery

I'm delighted to say I have been appointed Trust
Lead Practitioner (MFL) for a whole MAT! Thanks
to The NCE and Lisa for the support and
inspiration to challenge myself to aim high.

Paul Jones
 

If anyone is thinking about doing a masters I
can highly recommend this. Challenging but so
supportive and such a great opportunity to
meet other leaders! 

Emma Hockey

I can honestly say this course is changing me,
challenging me but mostly confidence building
through the most amazing network. Do it - you
have nothing to lose.

Sally Boaden
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Education Management
Programme

Level 5

finance growth

The course has been informative, challenging and
rewarding. I have learnt so much through the course,
it has allowed me to look for and achieve a new job as
a director of learning. 

My PLM was incredibly supportive through out the
process with advice, encouragement and a
understanding ear when things seem impossible.
Without my PLM I would not have achieved the
confidence and motivation I have now and would not
have completed the course. 

 
Sarah Hutt

Since beginning the apprenticeship nearly 2 years ago
I have developed a greater and wider knowledge and
understanding of the roles and responsibilities
required for management. The assignments were
interesting and helped me further focus on my role as
a manager. 

The course tutor was always on hand to help and was
kind and supportive with excellent advice. Her
encouragement was so welcome and really helped be
to finish the course especially when I felt under
confident.

 
Laura Coster

The academic learning and support from the NCE has
been excellent.

Sally Porter

I am learning so much about myself as a leader and
about leadership overall. Networking with colleagues
is great and I am fully supported by the NCE team. 

Leanne Yost 

"I have a wider knowledge and
understanding of the roles

and responsibilities required
for management. "
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This programme is inspired by our guiding principles of servant
leadership, coaching and performance achievement. The
inherently practical curriculum delivers a comprehensive
framework for leading outstanding teaching and learning in
schools.



Our NCE
Community

Advice

We asked our current learners:

Claire Webster

Talk to your fellow learners.. they’ve been so helpful.. plan your
time (from a last minute panicker) ..Amazon ‘used books’ is your
friend.. make friends with someone in a previous cohort .. more
importantly.. enjoy the journey.

Lyndsay Bawden

Attend the Book Clubs as they really help make sense of the
reading, and lean on your support group - having a team to
ask/moan/lean on/lift up makes all the difference. 

Helen Savory

Do NOT panic! 1st essay can seem overwhelming but listen to
the advice on academic writing, look at the marking rubric
then try your best. I’m in the middle of my 4th essay, the skills
I’ve learnt have made it so much easier, and these skills apply
to other projects I’m doing too. And subscribe to the #NCELive
podcast – great for commute listening to build on the ideas
from the lectures. 
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What's the best piece of advice for new learners?

Pace yourself and reach out to your
PLMs/SLTs/colleagues/employer on the course for support. It’s
a marathon not a sprint! 

Kara Dowson

Make excellent networks of support and throw yourself
wholeheartedly into the process. This is YOUR time - go for it
and we will be here all the way to help you. By far the best thing
I ever did for my career and I will have the fab job of supporting
you in your #OurNCEJourney 

Alison Bellingham



Learner
Journeys

Twitter

Twitter has become the go-to way for learners across all
of our programmes to connect.  Tutors, Mentors and lots
of NCE team members support and engage learners
through the platform. Using the popular hashtag
#OurNCEJourney, learners across all programmes share
tips, highlights and encouragement.

So excited to align with like-minded
"leaders in service" to improve

experiences for our children, families
and communities #ourncejourney

#WomenEd It's only the end of the first
session and I absolutely know I've done

the right thing! 

@ViviennePorritt talking about the issues women
experience in education (& leadership in general)
resonates with @sam_gorse’s words on our
#womenleaders course and how we all have a part to
play to address the inequality. Powerful stuff. 

@viewthrudifeyes

What a half term... a literal rollercoaster of self-doubt,
disbelief and sadness turning into confidence, morality
and work ethic. Ending with promotion and a Merit in
Masters essay number 3... And now we sleep....
#ourNCEjourney 

@CKB_Leadership

I was excited to be starting this course today but the
passion Nick has spoken with about @WomenEd and
his place to make a difference has completely
solidified that is the right course for me. 

@NixxSunshine 

Get yourself mentors like @MiaJone75626831 and
@MarkEll08163448! Catching up on the latest ‘quotes
with Mark and Mia’ session! 

@Mr_Trower

I am actually learning so much and recommend this to
everyone. Such a valuable experience.

@curiouscroquet 

Fantastic opportunity, check it out !Thoroughly
enjoying the course, along with meeting some
wonderful women who have truly enhanced my
learning and development. @WomenEd

@MichWhitt8 
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https://twitter.com/viewthrudifeyes
https://twitter.com/CKB_Leadership


The Hub

Developing my knowledge and understanding in
aspects of leadership I had never considered before.
Really opening my eyes to a world of knowledge.

Nicola Jackson 

The depth of knowledge and support from many
different schools of thought beyond education. 

Kathy-Ann McClean

The fact that this is not just validation of my existing
knowledge. I am learning a lot and are able to use this
learning in day to day work. 

Edyta White 

I have felt empowered to be confident about my work. 

Kati-Anne Roughley

I love the PLDs, with such high quality speakers and
the NCE podcasts.

Siobhan Stanczyk

The virtual residential days where you get to network
just a little and hear other perspectives and ideas.
Podcasts also great way to absorb information. 

Sarah Hatherall

I love listening to all of the experts and soaking in their
knowledge. 

Cheryl Jump 

Enjoying the learning content and the ability to look at
so many different topics that are relevant to my
current and future work. 

Jennie Thomson 

Accessing high quality speakers and reading
materials.

Rachael Caunter 

Quality of training and reading leading to enhanced,
reflective practice. 

Alison Spence 
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Learner 
Journeys
We asked our current learners:

What are you enjoying most about your journey?

"Learning so many new things and
being able to see them translate

into day to day practice through the
apprenticeship tasks." 
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Having such an invested and motivational tutor.
Rachel is incredible. 

Victoria Ongley

Fantastic speakers on the learning days. Interesting
topics and learning is centered on your role, it's not all
theoretical. 

 
Alex Townsend 

It has been an opportunity to explore, reflect and
practice some of the theoretical aspects of
Leadership and gain a wider perspective on school
improvement. 

 
Patience Nhenga 

 
With each new piece of learning, 
I feel empowered. 

 
Diana Detterick 

 
I love the PLDs, with such high quality speakers and
the NCE podcasts.

 
Siobhan Stanczyk

 

The academic learning. The support from the NCE has
been excellent. 

 
Sally Porter 

 
The level of support from SLT tutors, thought-
provoking lectures and resources to make you
question your everyday practice. 

 
Christopher Griffin 

 
It has opened up a huge range of learning
opportunities form readings and seminars to
podcasts. Doing the programme has allowed me to
give myself valuable CPD time. 

Louisa Jones
 

Having access to people who are in education and
having them share their experiences and insights. 

 
Andrew Whelan 

 
Support from Mark Ellis is excellent and the materials
and PL days are well thought out and relevant. 

 
James Harrison

 

We asked our current learners:

What are you enjoying most about your journey?
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Our Tutors
Support

Our tutors support our learners academically and pastorally, from
onboarding, through their journey and beyond. We have an incredibly diverse
team ranging from former school leaders to Alumni of the National College
of Education, providing learners with an added dimension of support
through shared experiences and contextualised advice. 

Make excellent networks of support and throw yourself
wholeheartedly into the process. This is YOUR time - go for it
and we will be here all the way to help you.

Alison Bellingham

I continue to be inspired this month talking to new learners in
their first reviews #OurNCEJourney. Some fabulous
characters starting a rewarding apprenticeship and I'm
genuinely humbled to play a small part in their journey. An
amazing community. 

Mark Ellis

I feel so privileged to be working with such amazing leaders in
education. Those who seek to improve their practice and
stretch their thinking through our senior leadership
programme. Leaders who really do make coming to work a
worthwhile endeavour. 

Lisa Patient

Our tutors continue to work incredibly hard for our leaners,
building meaningful relationships that challenge and support
them on their apprenticeship journey. Their dedication and
service has been a feature of our work during the pandemic
and one of the reasons we have been able to support learners
to stay on their programs through to completion, with very
little drop out, celebrating their apprenticeship successes.

Nick Heard
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0208 221 9089
www.nationaleducation.college

4 Cam Road, London, E15 2SN


