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Pastor Michael L. Brown

2022  has been an exciting year for all of us at KGM. This year we saw the completion the new 
45,797 sq. ft. Women and Children’s Facility. This new addition adds a total of 191 Beds, 
16 two-bedroom suites-equaling 128 beds and 63 emergency cots for anyone who needs a safe 
place to sleep. 

The lit crosses on the corner of our building stand as a beacon of hope to anyone in need in 
downtown Kalamazoo. We relaunched, “The New Life | New Hope” Discipleship Program, and in 
November of this year, we celebrated four graduates who completed the program. 

Earlier this year, a very generous ministry partner provided us with a shower & laundry trailer, and 
a van to take those services to the community. We are happy to be able to make services available 
to those who couldn’t or wouldn’t come into the ministry. Also this year, our team has increased 
visits to the encampments, working with other area providers to encourage campers to utilize 
either our services or some of the other services offered throughout the community. 

God has been faithful to continue transforming the lives of people who truly want a second, third 
or even fourth chance. It’s encouraging to see the impact that this ministry is having and realize 
that the support we give moms and dads to get back on their feet, also changes the trajectory 
of their children’s lives. When I talk to the guests who stay with us and hear their stories of life 
transformation, I think of the man who told the pharisees, “I once was blind and now I see.” 
Thank you for continuing to be a partner with us in this very important kingdom work that God is 
doing in downtown Kalamazoo.   

We continue to have a few open employment and volunteer opportunities throughout the minis-
try for those of you who may feel called to serve our homeless neighbors. Check out our website 
and contact our H.R. Department if you see something that piques your interest.

Merry Christmas and may God bless you and your family in 2023.

President/CEO

Behold, I am doing a new thing; now it springs forth, 
do you not perceive it? I will make a way in the 

wilderness and rivers in the desert.

Isaiah 43:19 ESV
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Walking into the men’s shelter  last  spring, 
Ceci l  felt  a  lot  of  uncertainty.  This was an 
unexpected turn for him as he had a l ived 
a “normal” l i fe.  He served our country as a 
Marine, worked 28 years as an auto mechanic, 
was married and has chi ldren.  As he neared 
retirement age,  Ceci l  received devastating 
news that his wife was diagnosed with a 
terminal  i l lness. 

Retir ing early to be her pr imary caregiver, 
he devoted himself  to her care.  When she 
tragical ly passed away, Ceci l  was lost.  To 
cope with the pain,  he turned to drugs and 
alcohol,  and his l i fe went into a downward 
spiral . 

In a moment of  clar ity,  Ceci l  real ized he 
had to make a change. “ I  prayed to God to 
help me get back on my feet again,”  says 
Ceci l .  He found a rehabi l itat ion program 
in Georgia and committed himself  to the 
program.

“I  prayed to God to help me 
get back on my feet again.” 

Ceci l  went through the nine-month 
rehibi l itat ion and wanted to come back to 
Michigan.  As he was getting his l i fe back 
together,  he once again had diff icult  news. 



194
Guests Served 

At KDC

“The mission is here to help 
people, 

to give them hope 
and that is what I’ve found ”

7,582
Nights 
of Stay

9,024
Meals

Served

13
Long Term 

Program Guests

In October, You Provided These Life Changing Services

The place he was renting was sold by the property managers, and he was given 30 days to move. With 
no choice left, Cecil found himself at the Mission.

“Although it was difficult to come here, I am so grateful for the help the mission has given me,” says 
Cecil. “I have had a place to stay and help from staff members. Johnny, my case manager has been with 
me every step of the way and now I have just moved into my own apartment.” 

Cecil wanted to give back and found that he really liked helping with the renovation and set up of the 
new Simple Treasures. Through a partnership with AARP, Cecil is working part time at the thrift store 
and earning funds to help get his credit and savings back on track. 

“The mission is here to help people, to give them hope and that is what I’ve found,” remarks Cecil. “It 
feels good to have my own place again and give back to my community.”



LET IT SNOW!

Make this holiday special for the children currently staying at KGM 

We will set up the Christmas Shop if you will donate the toys? Each parent has the opportunity to 
shop for their children. Our staff and volunteers will wrap the presents, store them (we promise to 

keep it hidden), and then distribute the gifts to the families on Christmas Eve.

Would you consider helping us make this Christmas special for these kiddos?

Visit our website, kzoogospel.org and click on the link provided. 
This will redirect you to a Walmart Registry.

For more information or interest in volunteering for the event, the week of Dec 19-Dec 23, 
please contact McKenna Baughman, Children’s Ministry Manager at (269)345-2974 ext 238. 

Or email her at mbaughman@kzoogospel.org.

DONATE 
TOYS FOR 
CHRISTMAS
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Wishing you a JOY filled Christmas and a FAITH filled New Year

KALAMAZOO GOSPEL MINISTRIES
SHELTER | DEVELOPMENT | PURPOSE

HELP US STOCK OUR HEALTH CLINIC
WISH LIST ITEMS

•   Hydrocortisone Cream  
•   Multivitamins  
•   Prenatal Vitamins
•   Melatonin 1-3 mg
•   Instant Hot Pack
•   Hand Sanitizer (Individually Sized)  
•   Hot/cold Patches, Patches for Muscle Soreness 
•   Masks  
•   Kleenex (Travel Size)
•   Lip Balm
•   Cough Drops
•   Band Aids

• Prilosec OTC (Omeprazole)  
• Tums (Chewable Antacid)  
• Monistat (Miconazole Nitrate Cream)  
• Voltaren Cream (Diclofenac Sodium)  
• Nasal Glucocorticoids (ex. Flonase)
• Cold/Flu Medications 
•          Without Pseudoephedrine or Phenylephrine 
• Laxatives (ex. Miralax) 
• Anti-diarrheal Medication (ex. Imodium) 
• Lidocaine Patch  
• Antibiotic Ointment  

For more information, please contact Elizabeth Gibson, Health Care Specialist, 
at (269)345-2974 ext. 210 or email her at egibson@kzoogospel.org


