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“Walking through those doors, I 
had no idea I would meet my best 
friend, break my addictions, and 
grow closer to God”KALAMAZOO

GOSPEL
MINISTRIES

MEET TJ



Pastor Michael L. Brown

As you can imagine,  we are so excited to have our new 

Women’s and Chi ldren’s faci l i ty open and in ful l  swing.  After 

being cramped up for over a year everyone is  loving the elbow 

room this new space provides.  Now, with this bui lding open and 

serving the community so wel l ,  i t’s  t ime to look to the future.

Since combining with Kalamazoo Deacons Conference (KDC),  a 

few years ago, we have not specif ical ly focused on the support 

they need to grow. The Women’s and Chi ldren’s project was our 

concentrated effort  during the t ime of that transit ion.  Moving 

forward,  we are taking a look at  al l  the great work KDC is 

doing to ensure famil ies have the resources they need. For over 

55 years,  KDC has been the difference between maintaining a 

home and moving to a shelter  for  countless famil ies.  KDC has 

been the safety net many famil ies in the community rely on; 

for  guidance and emergency support to bridge the gap between 

buying food and paying for rent.  In a t ime when the number of 

“working poor” seems to be growing, many famil ies f ind 

themselves in the gap between homelessness and housing 

stabi l ity,  KDC has continued to help bridge that gap,  whi le 

ministering with Kindness,  Dignity and Compassion. 

We have been blessed with an amazing team of ministry 

professionals who have a love for the Lord and a desire to see 

everyone accomplish the dream of self-suff ic iency.  However, 

none of this can be achieved without your faithful  support.  By 

sharing your t ime and talent through volunteering or your 

treasure through f inancial  support,  you help ensure the vital 

assistance KDC provides to our community continues.  God bless 

you and thank you for being part  of  our ministry family.

President/CEO
Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, 
for He who promised is faithful. And let us consider how to stir 
up one another to love and good works. 

Hebrews 10:23-24
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“Walking through those doors,  I  had no idea
 I  would meet my best fr iend, break my 

addictions,  and grow closer to God”

At the young age of  9 years old,  TJ lost his father to 

cancer.  Without the guidance of  his father as a role 

model,  TJ found himself  in trouble and experimenting 

with drugs as a teen.  He and his family went to church 

a few t imes when he was young, but not often,  as his 

mother worked many jobs to provide for her kids.

After graduating high school,  TJ moved to stronger 

and harder drugs leading to an addiction to 

Methamphetamines.  TJ was arrested on possession 

charges but was later bai led out by a gir l fr iend. 

Looking for a change in scenery,  TJ moved with his 

gir l fr iend to Michigan.  Things went wel l  at  f i rst,  but 

the new location did not heal  his addictions. 

TJ and his gir l fr iend found themselves using drugs 

again.  This endless cycle of  drug use and jai l  t ime 

continued for years.  “ I  felt  l ike I  was in a loop of 

bad mistakes.  But while I  was in ja i l ,  I  began to 

feel  a  push from the Holy Spir it  tel l ing me it’s 

t ime to make a change,” TJ said.  He 

started praying and asking God for guidance 

and wisdom for his next step. 

Being in and out of  ja i l ,  he had lost his home 

and did not have anywhere to go when he got 

out.  His parole off icer told him about KGM and 

brought him here.



Now more than ever Kalamazoo Deacons 
Conference has become a vital resource for various kinds 
of assistance. People in our community are facing 
numerous types of obstacles as they rebuild their lives.
 
One of the most prominent requests at KDC is 
identification recovery in all forms. State ID’s, driver’s 
licenses, and birth certificates are essential when 
looking for employment, applying for housing, or 
furthering education.
 
Meeting face to face gives an opening to express the 
complex details of a situation. Our staff takes the time to 
listen and understand the needs of the individuals 
needing help. This personal interaction is helpful in 
creating trust and moving from uncertainty to stability.
 
KDC has practical resources that come from generous 
donations from people like you. “Meeting tangible needs 
is the easy part when connecting our guests to services,” 
says Kenny Bizzell, Director of KDC. “But often, 
conversations become ministry, when we allow God 
to become part of the conversation. That is when true 
change begins.”
 
“Over the last four months, we have assisted 629 
individuals with clothing, replacement washers and 
dryers, mattresses and housewares. These items are 
often out of reach when someone is having a hard time 
paying for rent. But more importantly, we have seen 
many come to Christ when our volunteers take the time 
to share their own testimony and how God has restored 
them,” says Kenny.
 
When you donate items to KDC; when you give 
financially to the ministry, lives are being changed. If you 
have housewares, clothing, or other items that you no 
longer use, KDC offers a drop off Mondays, Wednesdays, 
and Fridays from 9-4:30pm and the first and third 
Saturdays from 9-11am.

It  wasn’t  long after  coming to the mission TJ met 

Brandon. Brandon is  currently enrol led in the 

long-term program at KGM and suggested to TJ 

that he should apply.  With newfound motivation, 

TJ enrol led in the New Life |  New Hope  

program. “Since I  have started the program, I  have 

experienced community for  the f irst  t ime in my 

l i fe,”  said TJ.  “ It  has been a blessing to meet and 

learn from so many genuine people.” 

TJ is  now halfway through and is  excited for the 

future.  TJ has been applying his ski l ls  in our 

maintenance department and has hope of 

furthering his education in a construction trade. 

“KGM is a place of growth 
and l ife change, and I  want 

to share that with everyone.”

TJ and Brandon
KDC
KINDNESS
DIGNITY
COMPASSION

U P DAT E S  F R O M  K D C



“It  isn’t  one meal  serves al l  approach,” says 

Daniel le,  Credo Café Supervisor.  “We plan 

meals that include vegan, gluten free,  low 

acid,  and dairy free options.  This takes 

planning,  but we are committed to providing 

food choices for everyone. Food can be a love 

language to others,  especial ly i f  their  needs 

are met.”  Although we receive donations from 

places that offer  these specialty items, they 

are rare.  I f  you have a heart  to donate vegan or 

gluten free products,  please contact our 

kitchen staff  at  (269)345-2974.

 

The kitchen is  always a buzz of  activity as 

one meal  is  being served and another is  being 

prepped. From warehouse inventory to 

unloading truckloads of  donations,  we rely on 

volunteers throughout the day.  I f  you are 

interested in volunteering,  please go to 

kzoogospel.org/volunteer  to sign up.

On a monthly basis,  Kalamazoo Gospel  Ministr ies 

serves wel l  over 6,000 meals.  This vital  service to 

our community is  complex and requires a 

signif icant amount of  strength and strategy from 

staff  and volunteers.

 

KGM’s Credo Café is  focused on providing meals 

to current guests and anyone in the community 

who is  hungry.  With 95% of the food sources 

coming from donations,  staff  and volunteers 

prepare meals based on the ingredients that they 

receive.   “ It  can be a chal lenge to make a good 

tasting,  balanced meal,”  says Tasha,  KGM’s Food 

Service Manager.  “ It  becomes a creative chal lenge 

to use the items that are donated. We might have 

beef for  chi l i ,  but not necessari ly  the beans or 

spices.  This requires creativity,  and we often 

develop something new that everyone enjoys.”

One complexity when providing meals for  a crowd 

are specif ic  dietary needs.

S T E P  O U T  O F  J U D G M E N T  A N D  A L LOW 
YO U R  H E A R T  TO  TA K E  T H E  L E A D



269.345.2974
info@kzoogospel.org

448 N. Burdick St. Kalamazoo

KGM
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269.344.7333
info@deconsconference.org

1010 N. Westnedge Kalamazoo

KDC

URGENTLY NEEDED ITEMS

Children’s Ministry

Health Clinic

IDEA Center

•  Boys Clothing (4-16)
•  Men’s Small  and Medium Clothing
• Diapers
• Chi ldrens Board Games
• Gir ls  Hair  Accessories
• Fruit  Snacks
• Juice Pouches
• Veggie Straws
• Fresh Fruit
•  Summer Hats For Kids • Ground Coffee

• Disposable Coffee Cups
• Flash Drives
• Two Pocket Folders

Shelter Services
•  Toi letr ies
• Bath towels
•  Washcloths
• Twin Size Bed Sheets
• Blankets
• Bibles (Large Print)
•  Games & Puzzles
• Sunscreen
• Socks
• Men’s T-shirts (Medium -  XXL) 
•  New Underwear (Medium -  XL)
•  Women’s Pajama Pants 
•  Women’s T-shirts
•  New Bras (XS -  3XL)

•  Men’s/Women’s Mult ivitamins
• Vitamin C Tablets
• Melatonin
• Cough Drops
• Arthrit is  Cream
• Antifungal  Cream
• Hydrocortisone Cream
• Athletes Foot Cream/Spray

Food Services
•  Cases of  Bottled Water
•  Prepackaged Ice Cream Bars
• Garl ic  Powder
• Onion Powder
• Oregano
• Seasoning Salt
•  Styrofoam Containers
• Disposable Cups
• Napkins
• Large Non-Sl ip Rubber Rug For Dishwasher
• Push Carts For Food Donations Station
• 32 Gal lon Garbage Cans


