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Let us hold fast the confession of our
hope without wavering, for He who
promised is faithful.
Hebrews 10:23

As I’m writing this letter, I’m so excited to share the news of the progress that has been made in
“A Shelter from Their Storm” Capital Campaign. You’ll remember the campaign that replaces all of
the old buildings on Burdick St., with a new 45,797 sq. ft. facility.
Well, 2020 is the year that construction will begin. Because of the generosity of this community
and several generous gifts from the Bill & Julia Van Domelen Foundation, we are able to begin
construction in the next couple of months. KGM, working together with AVB Construction and
Schley Nelson Architects, are putting the final touches on plans with construction scheduled to
begin no later than April of this year.
This new facility will nearly double the capacity of women and children we are able to serve. Below
are a few stats:
• Emergency Shelter will increase from 131 available beds to 191
• We will expand our Children’s Ministry from 297 children to 350 a year
• Assist more guests with housing referrals, we currently have a yearly capacity of 750, but
we will increase that number to 1,125 per year.
• Help more individuals in need of Drug and Alcohol Counseling, from 579 up to 684 per year.
• Boost our Meal Service from 210,000 to 290,000 a year
Through initiatives to secure funding for this project, KGM was able to receive a Federal Home Loan
Bank grant of $1.5 million dollars and New Market Tax Credits in the amount of $1.5 million dollars.
Also, in addition to their initial donation of over $1.5 million, The Bill and Julia Van Domelen
Foundation, has also agreed to match all funds for this project from January 1st, through December
31, 2020 up to $575 thousand dollars.
I can’t tell you how pleased we are to be at this place in our history. Kalamazoo Gospel Ministries
continues to have an impact in the lives of those in our community who are struggling to get by
and need encouragement and direction in search of a better life. Because of your continued
generosity, KGM’s ministry of life transformation will have a greater impact in this community.

MEET
SABRINA
Sabrina grew up in a stable home, but often
clashed with family members. Because of her
family dynamic, she found herself looking for
anyone who would give her attention, ending up
in unhealthy relationships. “Because I was
vulnerable and had a deep need to be loved, I
found myself in bad relationships,” says Sabrina.
Her boyfriend at the time, was selling drugs and
she made a choice to start taking what he was
selling.
“Getting involved in drugs started as a choice, but it then became a way to cope with life,” reflects
Sabrina. Life took a darker turn when her boyfriend began to traffic her. “I knew I was in a spiral,
but I didn’t know how to get out of the situation. He wouldn’t allow me to leave.”
A family member of the boyfriend was a Pastor and knew something needed to be done. A day
was planned to get Sabrina out of the situation. They quietly packed her belongings and waited
for the boyfriend to leave the house. The Pastor drove Sabrina from South Bend to the
Kalamazoo Gospel Mission. “I experienced a lot of emotions coming to the Mission, I was scared,
resentful but mostly, I was angry at the situation,” recalls Sabrina.
During the first year, Sabrina was in and out of the Mission, often walking the streets looking for
the next high. But something inside her drew her to The River, a church located close by. “Even
though I was high most of the week, for that one short hour on Sundays, I was completely
sober,” says Sabrina. “I began to make friends at church, but because of my addiction, I felt like I
was living two separate lives.”
One night, while on the street, all of the struggle came to a crux when Sabrina was stabbed in
multiple places. “I didn’t go to the Emergency Room for several hours, but when I finally went,
they took a blood test and I found out I was 13 weeks pregnant. I don’t know how I survived the
attack and I was really surprised that I was going to have a baby.” says Sabrina. “I felt like it was
my wakeup call and I was determined to change.” She set herself to complete sobriety for her
baby’s sake. Now, 13 months later, Sabrina is sober, has a healthy baby boy and now moving out
of the Mission into an apartment.
“Looking back over my life, I see how God has protected me, and I know He has a plan for me”
“I want to help others who have experienced the same trauma that I have,” says Sabrina. With
hopes of enrolling in college, Sabrina and her son are looking forward to the next season of life.

You provided 10,408
nights of shelter in
December

You served
11,467 meals in
December

You helped 270
guests at KDC
in December

OUR
COMMUNITY
MAKING A
DIFFERENCE

Thank you to the local businesses who gave of their time to
provide great haircuts for our guests! Small acts of kindness
can have a major impact on a person.

DAVE MORT
Dave was born and raised in Cooper Township, five miles away from Kalamazoo. When his
family passed away, he could not afford to pay the taxes and lost the family home. He sold what
he could, and with no extended family in the area, he decided to rebuild his life at KGM. The first
time walking into the Mission was intimidating, but the Men’s Shelter staff gave him the support
that he needed to make a fresh start. The program offered him basic needs, with one-on-one
support, and job and housing assistance. He never imagined that twelve years later he would
still be at the Mission “on a mission” to help people re-establish their lives by the way of donation
pick-ups. Many in this community know Dave as a staff member and the person that picks up
in-kind donations for Rescued Treasures, one of KGM’s resale
shops.
From years of experience as a newspaper delivery person,
Dave knows the streets of Kalamazoo and many of its
residents. He also has a huge heart to help people. Trying to
get to everyone in need of a pick-up is often a logistical
challenge, but he has learned to maneuver pick-ups on a dayby-day basis, and always serving with joy.
Dave and the job that he does is important to the Mission. He
is a humble man that has been given the ability to love, live,
and laugh in the faith of God. His inspiration of the Holy
Scriptures and belief in God is what keeps him going.
Improving the “mission” of the Mission in his own little corner.

KGM UPDATE
John Simpson, MA, LPC
Chief Operations Officer

Now to him who is able to do immeasurably
more than all we ask or imagine, according
to his power that is at work within us.
Ephesians 3:20

As we enter a new year, it is a common practice to reflect on the previous year and set some
goals for the upcoming year. As I reflect on the last six months, I am overwhelmed with what
God has enabled us to do as a ministry. To highlight a few, we served 81,776 meals to our guests
and the community, averaging more than 500 quality meals a day. We provided more than
54,000 nights of shelter for 2,900 individuals with various levels of need. Over 50 people have
been assisted in obtaining employment that will help them reach their goals. More than 50 of our
guests moved into independent housing and we continue to work with the individual or family to
ensure they remain in that housing. Through KDC, we have assisted 1,942 community members
with more than 2,400 needed household items, clothing, transportation, and more. We have
been able to do this through God’s equipping of an amazing staff, more than 1,600 volunteers,
your prayers and also your financial support. Every day, we are pointing guests to the One who
alone gives hope through conversations, prayers, and chapels. I am praising God with you as we
celebrate all that God has done through this ministry in just six short months and am excited for
what lies ahead believing God is going to multiply the work being done in 2020. We could not do
this without your support!

CALLED TO SERVE
Meet Kurt and Jen, volunteers making a difference at
Kalamazoo Gospel Ministries. Jen gives of her time two days
a week, serving as a volunteer in Sonshine Kids and the
Education and Career Development Center. God has
uniquely gifted Jen to minister to little ones and also the
ability to coach adults as they work on job readiness skills.
Kurt has mentored and given of his time to minister within
Men’s Ministry. Their willingness to serve regularly is a
blessing. “I love it when I walk into Children’s Ministry and
the kids come to greet me,” says Jen. “Big hugs and smiling faces are so rewarding.”
“Both Jen and I feel like we receive more than we give,” says Kurt. “it’s been rewarding to invest
time into the lives of guests staying at the mission. Just being there for people who need someone to rely on makes a difference.”
Serving has become a family culture. Kurt and Jen’s daughter is interested in social work and
serving at KGM as well. Both Kurt and Jen value their time at KGM and look forward to it each
week. If you are interested in volunteering with Kalamazoo Gospel Ministries, we welcome you!
Contact Matt Furrow, Volunteer Coordinator at (269)345-2974 ext. 203 or by email at
mfurrow@kzoogospel.org

Heart 2 Heart
Breakfast

Friday, March 6th, 2020
8:00am - 9:00am
Radisson Plaza Hotel
Join us as we celebrate all that is
happening in this growing ministry.
To become a sponsor or signup for the event, please email tclubb@kzoogospel.org or
call 269.345.2974 ext 211

KINGDOM
FOCUS 2020
April 16th - 17th
Benefit Dinner

With Dr Tony Evans

Main Event

For more info visit
www.kingdomfocus2020.org

KGM
269.345.2974
info@kzoogospel.org
448 N. Burdick St. Kalamazoo

Church Leadership Breakfast
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