ROOM'S DIY KINDERDIJK TOUR
+/- 3 Hours

This is a tour to the Unesco World
Heritage site, Kinderdijk! Take a water
taxi from Rotterdam to the small town of
Kinderdijk and learn about the history of
this region and the important role those
picturesque windmills play in it!

HOSTEL ROOM ROTTERDAM
Van Vollenhovenstraat 62
Tel: +31102827277

Before you leave, make sure to check the Waterbus schedule, it
changes seasonally.
We have up-to-date information available at the reception desk.

HOSTEL ROOM ROTTERDAM
Van Vollenhovenstraat 62
Tel: +31102827277

ROOM'S DIY KINDERDIJK TOUR

Introduction

Kinderdijk is a famous Unesco World Heritage site, the most picturesque of its
kind. Besides enjoying the romantic views, you can learn a lot here about the
history of The Netherlands. The Waterbus (a water taxi) will take you there, an
exiting trip over the river which will give you some great views of Rotterdam and
the surrounding area.
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Tel: +31102827277

Waterbus

ROUTE: When you leave the hostel, take a right, and continue straight until the
road curves to the left. Here you can cross the road to a boulevard next to the
river. If you follow the river to the left, and walk towards the Erasmusbrug,
eventually you will find the Waterbus dock.

Tip:
Make sure to check
the schedule, it
changes seasonally.
High season is from
May 1st – October 31st.
Outside of high
season there is NO
direct connection.

You take line 202, only once per 2 hours(!), directly to Kinderdijk. A single
ticket costs €4,- per person and you can bring a bicycle onboard for free. If you have
an OV-Chipkaart (Dutch Public Transport card), you can pay with this, but you can
also buy a ticket by card (no cash). Your final stop is called ‘Kinderdijk Molenkade’.

To get to the windmills, all you have to do is
go over the dike (don’t follow it), go down the
road, passing a parking lot, until you see the
entrance. Entry to Kinderdijk is free. There are
different options that you can choose from
that may cost money. For example, entry to
any of the museum mills, or to watch a
movie about the creation and purpose of the
Kinderdijk mills at the Visitor Centre. These
are all highly recommendable!

The Windmills:
The majority of the soil in the western areas of The Netherlands and Belgium is something called peat soil. This is a
type of soil that is mostly built up of dead and squashed together plants and trees, preserved by the presence of high
amounts of water. The water keeps the plants from oxidation (rotting by being exposed to oxygen), and therefore there
is enough time for a new layer of plants and trees to grow and die on top of the current layer. The continuing process
of layering over long periods of time leads to a peat soil. As you can imagine, this type of soil is not very habitable as it is
extremely moist, and so any building will just sink away. So when people decided they wanted to live in this area
anyways, they wanted to dry out these lands. First they dug channels and build sluices, so that the water would, more
or less, naturally flow into the rivers. Then, what happened is that the peat would quickly sink in, as the soil was for up
to 90% existing of water. Incidentally, when the water was gone, the soil was also exposed to air and thus oxidized,
resulting in the disappearance of even more soil. As such, the whole area that was being drained started sinking in. The
lower the land got, the more difficult it was to get the water out.
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Continue...

Therefore the local governments came up with new ideas to drain the lands to make it habitable and usable for
farming. This lead to the construction of a system of windmills that would pump the water from a lower level to a
higher level and eventually into the rivers. The wheel of the windmills could originally lift the water up to about 2
meters. You have to imagine that before people lived in this area, the land was about 7 meters higher than it is now,
and so to get the water from the lowest level into the rivers, you would need at least 3 steps before the water is lifted all
the way up to the level of the river. Nowadays, across The Netherlands, the windmills are either replaced or supported
by automated pumps, which luckily also work when there is too little or too much wind for the windmills to be able to
operate. The sinking in of the land also explains why there is a need for such an extensive system of dikes throughout
this part of the country. Just simply because many people live below sea level nowadays.

Why 'Kinderdijk' ?
There are a couple of stories about the name Kinderdijk.
The most famous story is about the Elisabeth floods in 1421.
When the storm lay down, people went outside to see the
damage and then they noticed a crib floating in the river. In
the crib there was a baby – alive. That’s why it’s now known as
Kinderdijk > children’s dike.
Another story is that the dike is made by children’s
hands/child labour, and is therefore called as such. Finally,
some people argue that thename comes from the fact that
the dike is located lower than others, and is therefore seen as
the ‘little kid’.
We don’t know for sure, maybe you can imagine a reason
yourself?!

Coming back

Of course you could just come back by
Waterbus, but you can also come back by
bike if you have one. The way back is about
15km, and it will take you around 1 hour.
The most pleasant route, is through
‘Krimpen a/d Lek’, for which you have to
take a short ferry across the river.

THE END
If you have any questions, please ask at the reception. We would also love to hear your
feedback about the tour!

