For Immediate Release:

XXcelerate Appoints Nasya Kamrat, Sherri Wolson,
Jinky Panganiban, Lori Spencer and Brenna Rauw to
Board of Directors
Portland, Oregon – May 2021 – XXcelerate, an Oregon based nonprofit that supports womxn
entrepreneurs is excited to announce the appointment of five new board members; Nasya
Kamrat, Sherri Wolsen, Jinky Panganiban, Lori Spencer and Brenna Rauw.
The new Directors provide a breadth of knowledge and expertise in strategic planning,
nonprofit development, inclusive capital, and capacity building for startups. Undoubtedly,
they represent a strong strategic direction for continued growth around XXcelerate’s
mission––to provide coaching, peer mentorship, education, and pathways to funding for
Oregon’s growing womxn entrepreneurs. They join four core leaders that have been with
XXcelerate since it’s early years - Amanda Wilson of Voxapod, Maryam Behrouzi of Spela
Cosmetics, Kate Gaertner of TripleWin Advisory and Jenny Moede of EY Design Studio.
We are extremely grateful to welcome our new Board members –– each one of them provides
a unique background, skillset, and perspective––and we look forward to their expertise and
guidance this year. We also would like to thank departed Board members for their service and
wish them continued success as they venture on to new projects; Astrid Scholz, Mara Zapeda,
Paige Hendrix Buckner, and Genevieve LeMarchal.

NASYA KAMRAT
Nasya Kamrat is the co-founder of Faculty, a
women-owned spatial storytelling agency that merges
strategy, story, technology, and media to create bespoke
human-centric experiences. In addition, she recently
launched Komuna, a co-op agency model that offers
seasoned c-suite leadership and access to a
cross-disciplinary network of women, BIPOC, and LGBTQ+
independent marketing agencies from around the world.
As a strategist and futurist, Nasya volunteers as a mentor
for PDX Women in Tech and PIE Incubator Experiment, is a
founding member of the World Experience Organization,
and supports multiple startups and established brands as
an innovation advisor.
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SHERRI WOLSON
Sherri Wolson is an attorney, impact investor and nonprofit board
leader. She seeks to connect women to economic and political power.
Sherri has chaired the boards of Child Care Resources and PEPS and
has served on the boards of Social Venture Partners Seattle and the
ACLU of Washington.
She has led board Fund Development,
Governance and Executive Search committees, and participated in a
number of strategic planning processes. She currently serves on the
board of the Children’s Alliance.
Sherri has degrees from Stanford University and Stanford Law School.
She lives in Seattle with her husband, daughter and pandemic puppy.
In her free time, Sherri enjoys trying new recipes, playing tennis and
listening to economics podcasts.

JINKY PANGANIBAN
Jinky is an Angel Investor and a founding member at
the Oregon Sports Angels that focuses on sports
product, innovation and technology start-ups and
provides support through funding, advisory and
mentorship to founders.
She also owns a consulting company, 1969Blue, which
helps diverse leaders in both start-ups and corporate
find success through personal leadership, inclusive
teams and business strategies while leveraging the
power of diversity and culture in a global marketplace.
Prior to this, Jinky has a had a successful career as a
global executive at Nike with over 20 years of
experience in general management, merchandising,
brand, sales and strategy in the sports and lifestyle
industry.
She has worked with diverse teams across cultures having led businesses in Asia Pacific, US, Latin
America and Europe. Her last role was as the VP/GM for the Women’s business managing a portfolio of
over $1.2B. As an Asian female navigating the business world, she has found herself many times as the
“only” in meeting rooms, always needing to break societal and cultural norms even before her voice is
heard. This fuels her passion to create space, support and uplift other culturally diverse
women in their journey to unleash their full potential.
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BRENNA RAUW
Brenna Rauw is the founder and managing director of
12Bridge, a healthcare venture foundry focused on
startup creation. In that role, she serves as co‐founder
and advisor to early‐stage companies advancing
biomedical innovation. As an entrepreneur herself, she
has been on the founding team of Celator
Pharmaceuticals, Claros Diagnostics, and CenterMom.
She has also managed operations and investments for
Columbia Technology Ventures and VectorPoint
Ventures, and advised the founding CEOs of Gemseki
and Modern Meadow on innovation and corporate
development. She has been a pioneer in global
academic commercialization, spinning out UCLA’s
startup and licensing activities into a separate entity
as founding CEO and establishing KAUST’s technology
transfer and innovation program in Saudi Arabia.
Brenna holds a degree in biology with high honors from Harvard College, and an MBA from Harvard
Business School.

LORI SPENCER
Lori Spencer, an accomplished consumer products leader,
has more than 20 years of proven success in the
consumer products industry – mostly in food and
beverage. Her well-rounded expertise in marketing, sales,
operations and overall business management have
enabled her to lead teams focused on start-up, scale, and
growth enterprises in retail, wholesale, direct and
As one of the founders of Oregon Chai, Lori was a principal
catalyst in the brand’s growth, from its inception in 1994
through its $75M acquisition in 2004. Having led the
charge in establishing the “Chai” beverage category in the
US market. Lori has been a consultant, advisor and
mentor to many emerging consumer product companies
and has held leadership roles with Portland based
companies ZoomCare+, New Seasons Market, Tillamook
Creamery, Salt & Straw, Sunshine Dairy Foods, and
Nuflours out of Seattle, WA
In addition to her passion for business, Lori holds a strong
commitment to arts, education, entrepreneurship and
community, having served on the Board of Directors for Built Oregon, Girls Inc, Pacific Northwest
College of Art (PNCA), Young Audiences of Oregon & SW Washington and Fruit & Flower Childcare
Center. When she’s not busy building and scaling brands, Lori enjoys time with her three kids and
chocolate lab (Harlie) hiking, biking, traveling, volunteering and trying out new restaurants and food
carts.
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About XXcelerate
XXcelerate is a 501(c)(3) organization whose mission is provide business support, education
and pathways to funding for Oregon’s womxn entrepreneurs. We help them to grow their
businesses, connect with resources and peer support, and scale profitably. Our vision sees a
world where profitable womxn-owned businesses are the norm, not the exception.
For more information: visit www.xxceleratefund.com or email hello@xxceleratefund.com
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