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SENIOR COMPETITION 

 

The first Senior Competition was formed in 1970 and known as the Reformed Churches 

Soccer League. It consisted of four Dutch Reformed Churches at that time: Mt Evelyn, 

Box Hill, Doveton and Dandenong. 
 
The first inter-church game was played between Box Hill and Mt Evelyn at 

Nunawading. Mt Evelyn went on to win the first ever Premiership for the Reformed 
Churches Soccer League. 

 
In 1971, Dandenong and Doveton Reformed Churches each fielded a team and so 

a more regular competition was born between the four churches. Arrangements were 
fairly ad-hoc with a fixture being drawn up and volunteers filling in as referees. 
 

Within a few years the competition grew to include clubs such as Ringwood, the 
Dandenong Salvation Army, Ferntree Gully, Bayswater, Doveton Baptist, Boronia 

Baptist, Frankston and Geelong Reformed Church. The competition was growing. 
 

JUNIOR COMPETITION 

 
In 1976, soccer was becoming a popular sport in Victoria and local clubs were looking 

for junior players, however, the majority of clubs were running their training sessions 
and games on a Sunday. Churches and officials became concerned as the numbers 
of young people in their Sunday School classes were declining because boys wanted 

to play soccer.  
 

One of those people was the Reverend Tony Cupit, at that time the Baptist Church 
Victoria Moderator and member at Heathmont Baptist Church. He found that a 

number of other churches were of the same opinion and so he called a meeting of 
interested parties from the local churches.  
 

That first unofficial meeting occurred in September 1977 between the following four 
churches: Heathmont Baptist Church, Blackburn Baptist Church, Mooroolbark Baptist 

Church and Boronia Baptist Church. From there, Tony encouraged a first official 
meeting to occur between committee members of Alan Wright, Bill Parry, and Barry 
Vietch in February 1978. 

  
At that meeting it was agreed that a Junior Soccer Association be formed with a 

commencing competition time of May 1978.  Competition did indeed begin in May 
with 5 teams from 4 churches playing in an Under 11 competition. The name of that 

first competition was Eastern Suburbs Protestant Churches Junior Soccer Association. 
What a mouthful. 
 

The Committee decided to drop the word 'Protestant' from their name and became 
the 'Eastern Suburbs Churches Junior Soccer Association' in 1979. The junior association 

grew quickly with more churches becoming involved in following seasons, such as the 
North Blackburn Baptist Church (now known as Blackburn New Hope), Lilydale, North 

Carlton and Ashburton Baptist Church, with 13 Junior teams participating altogether. 
More people were added to the Committee of Management including Allen 



Stephenson from Blackburn North Baptist who took on the responsibility of Match 
Secretary, and age groups were set at under 10, U12, U14 and U16.  

 
Allen Stephenson retired from Match Secretary in 1985 and Gwen Wright took on the 

role. Alan and Gwen’s son, Colin Wright, eventually wrote a computer program to 
record scores from each match and prepare the ladders for each age group. 

 
Significant people within the Junior Competition included: 
Reverend Tony Cupit (Heathmont Baptist); Bill Parry (Ashburton Baptist); Alan Wright 

(Blackburn North Baptist); David Barr (Heathmont Baptist); Allen Stephenson 
(Blackburn North Baptist); Gwen Wright (Blackburn North Baptist); Bob Jones 

(Heathmont Baptist); Barry Veitch (Blackburn Baptist); Michael Stark (Boronia Baptist, 
and Peter Clark. 
 

MERGE 

 

Finally came the amalgamation of both these Junior and Senior competitions. 

 

In 1982, the Reformed Churches Soccer League, namely Aly Prins and Tony Smit of 

Doveton Reformed Soccer Club (now known as Berwick Churches Soccer Club) 
approached the Eastern Suburbs Junior Churches Soccer Association and asked if 

they would consider merging the two leagues to become one association.  
 
The first competition was played as a junior and senior competition in the year of 1983. 

It was at this point the we acknowledge the formation of what we now know as the 
VCFA. The association name was changed in February 1984, when they dropped the 

‘juniors’ from the title and in December 1984 the association was incorporated as the 
Eastern Suburbs Churches Soccer Association Inc. 

 
Clubs that were a part of those first few years of the association included:  
Ashburton, Blackburn, Boronia, Doveton (now Berwick Churches Soccer Club), 

Doveton Baptist, Heathmont, Lilydale, Mooroolbark, North Blackburn (now Blackburn 
New Hope Soccer Club) and Mt Evelyn Soccer Club. 

 
At the 1982 AGM, the following Committee of Management for the 1983 season was 
named below: 

 

Patron Rev. Tony Cupit 

President  Alan Wright (Life Member) 

Vice President  Ron Lehman 

Secretary  Bill Parry (Life Member) 

Match Secretary  Allen Stephenson 

Chairman Alan Oldman (Life Member) 

Treasurer  David Barr (Life Member) 

Committee Member Aly Prins (Life Member) 

Committee Member Tony Smit (Life Member) 

 

Reverend Tony Cupit was the Patron of the Association from the beginning of the 
Junior competition. When Tony retired as patron after 8 years, Rev John Simpson took 
over as Patron for the coming 8 years. Bill Parry was then named Patron for the 

following 11 years until Bill passed in 2009. The association has not had a Patron named 
since Bill’s passing.  



 
Several general meetings (pre-season and progress meetings) were held out of the 

Heathmont Baptist Tennis Club Pavllion for the association members. Committee of 
Management meetings were held in the homes of Aly Prins and David Barr throughout 

this time. Discipline of red cards and other issues were actively and passionately 
discussed at these meetings.  

 

After the two associations amalgamated it became necessary to introduce player 
registration cards with photo identification. The association ran with junior 

competitions in under 10, U12, U14 and U16’s and one senior men’s competition. 
Men’s division 2 was established in 1988 and by 1993, A third men’s division was 

created. Participation dropped in 1996, and there were only two men’s divisions again 
until 2001 when the third division was re-introduced. 
 

Over the past 18 years, the association has grown to 28 member-clubs, including 3x 
affiliate member clubs. 

 
The Senior Men’s Competition has grown from 3x senior men’s divisions in 2001, to field 

79 senior men’s teams over 8 divisions in 2019. The Men’s Premier League and Reserves 
was introduced in 2015 and there are currently 6x social divisions in tow.  
 

The Women’s competition boasts 17x teams over the Women’s Premier League and 
Women’s Division 1. While in the juniors, there are 117 teams ranging from Under 8’s 

through to Under 17’s, with the introduction of the first all-female Under 12 Girls 
competition comprising of 6x teams in 2019. Altogether in 2019 we say 3467 players 
take to the pitch under our Association’s banner.  

 
The original Senior Presentation Nights were held out of Alfred’s Homestead. These 

lapsed for some time, before Ron Barnett was key in the re-introduction of these and 
held them at the Lilydale International. The have been a wonderful thanksgiving 

service at the end of each season ever since, most recently being held at 1330 
Church. 
 

SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

 

What’s in a Name? 

Eastern Suburbs Protestant Churches Junior Soccer Association (1978) 
Eastern Suburbs Churches Junior Soccer Association (1979) +  

Reformed Church Soccer League (1970) = 
Eastern Suburbs Churches Soccer Association (1983). This became the: 

Victorian Churches Soccer Association in (1998) and then later changed ‘soccer’ to 
‘football’ in 2012 to become what we now know as the: Victorian Churches Football 

Association. 

 

THE WOMEN’S COMPETITION 

The Ladies Competition was first introduced in 2001 and included teams from North 

Blackburn, Northern Pumas, Yarra Valley and Mooroolbark. In 2004, the Womens 
Competition had increased to 11 teams with 2 teams each from Nothern Pumas 

(Green & Blue), North Blackburn (Strikers & Amazons), and teams from Healesville, 
Berwick, Western United, Yarra Valley, Knox, Mooroolbark and Mitcham.  In 2005, 
Sherbrook Ladies (now known as Monbulk Rangers) joined the competition, Knox 

fielded a 2nd team while Northern Pumas and North Blackburn fielded only 1 team 



each. By 2007 Eltham Eagles Ladies and Lilydale Eagles Ladies made their first 
appearance while Western United rejoined the competition. 

 
Season 2008 saw new teams from Glen Eira, Crossway, and second teams from 

Berwick and Knox and Northern Pumas.  With a total of 15 teams, the competition 
was, for the first time, split into two divisions, division 1 with 8 teams and division 2 with 

7.  Sherbrook fielded a second team in 2009 and the competition was further 
increased to 2 divisions of 8 teams each.  In 2010, Mitcham left the competition and 
Donvale Ladies joined the competition. 

 
2014 witnessed the Women’s competition at its peak with a total of 19 teams. In 2016, 

the Women’s Premier League was introduced, with the 2nd tier named the Women’s 
First Division. Between 2015 and 2019, the number has fluctuated between 15 and 18 
teams, due to the introduction of AFLW and the inability to maintain player numbers. 

It is hoped that in 2020 there will be the first time that the vision of two 10-team 
competitions will be met at Premier League and Division 1 levels.  

 

NATIONALS TOURNAMENTS 

Bert Delanga was a southern-suburbs referee and was well-renowned and well-loved 

among players for his understanding of the laws of the game. Each year, Bert would 
choose a representative team to play against a VSF team (Victorian Soccer 

Federation – now known as Football Victoria). Was this the very first association 
Representative team?  

 
The very first senior interstate competition was in 1980, where Mt Evelyn were invited 
by Blacktown, Sydney to compete in a friendly game. They drove themselves by bus 

to West Sydney and slept on the floor of a Blacktown player’s garage. 
 

Shopping Centre’s didn’t exist in Melbourne at this time, so when the wives and 
girlfriends arrived in Sydney, they dropped the men off at the soccer pitch while the 

women went shopping instead of supporting their men. Mt Evelyn lost 3-1 to 
Blacktown, slept on the garage floor another night and bussed themselves back 
home again. 

 
The very first junior interstate trip occurred in 1986, when a group of U14 boys and 

senior men travelled to Tasmania to represent Victoria in both 6-a-side and 11-a-side 
competitions. The juniors travelled to Tasmania several times thereafter playing both 
small-sided and full-sided games in Hobart over those next few years. 

 

Steven Perger initiated the Victorian team to join in what is now known as the Christian 

Football Federation Australia national tournament. These tournaments began in 1999 
in Queensland and have grown ever since, with Victoria set to host the coming two 
tournaments in 2020 and 2021. 

 
CUP COMPETITIONS 

What is now known as our Cup/Shield competitions originated with the Reformed 
Churches Soccer League, when they would hold a knock-out carnival at the 

Dandenong Showgrounds at the end of every season. In those days, no games were 
ever cancelled due to poor weather! 
 

In the mid-late 70’s a pre-season knockout competition was introduced, known as the 
‘Maranatha Lightning Premiership’. This was played out of Mt Evelyn’s home ground 

and only ended up running for 3-4 years. 



 
The Lightning Premiership knock out competitions ended each year until 1997 when it 

then preceded each year. The junior and senior pre-season knockout competition 
ended in 2005 because of ground availability and then introduced at Senior level 

throughout the winter season.  
 

The Parry Shield was introduced in 1992; the President’s Cup in1998; the Parry Cup and 
the President’s Shield in 2000 and then the Gwen Wright Shield in 2008.  
 

The Presidents Cup (Ladies) was introduced in 2006 and in 2008, it was replaced with 
the Gwen Wright Shield and Gwen Wright Cup competitions for division1 and 2 teams 

respectively. The President’s Cup later became a Men’s Divisional Cup competition.  
 
By 2019, the VCFA host eight Cup Competitions throughout the season with a Cup 

Finals day held at the conclusion of the season. These include: in the women’s 
divisions: The Alan Wright Cup, The Gwen Wright Cup and the Gwen Wright Shield; 

and in the Men’s: the Arnold Visser Cup, the President’s Cup, the Parry Cup, the 
President’s Shield and the Parry Shield.  

 

 

VCFA BOARD 

The formation of the VCSA Board was introduced in 2011 and included: David Head 

(President), Steven Perger (Vice President), Francis Hubben (Secretary) and Arnold 
Visser (Treasurer). 

 
By the year 2019 we have seen the Board grow into an executive team of 4x, 

consisting of our President: Stuart Baird; Secretary: Jamie Sutton and Treasurer: Tim 
Jacob with a vacant Vice-Presidency. Together with 4x fellow board members: Francis 

Hubben, Rob Prins, Elliot Lauder, Tim De Graaf and the VCFA General Manager, 
Nicola Westwood.  

 
 
SIGNIFICANT PEOPLE + LIFE MEMBERS 

(if you are a Life Member and haven’t got a bio up yet, please contact Nicola 
Westwood to have yours updated!) 

  
REVEREND TONY CUPIT 

Tony was a keen soccer player in his youth, playing for the Navy soccer team during 

National Service at Ipswich Queensland and then for the Haberfield Baptist Church 
which played in the First Division of the Protestant Churches Soccer Association NSW. 

He also captained the Theological College soccer team that also played in that 
Association. 

He became General Secretary of the Baptist Union of Victoria in 1975, making his 
involvement in the fledgling soccer association more difficult and relinquished being 
President and became Patron until his move to the USA in 1990. 

  
 

ALAN + GWEN WRIGHT 

Alan was the first official Chairman of the ESJSCA and then the ESCSA in 1978. Gwen 
joined the Committee in 1985 as the Match Secretary, taking the position of Allen 

Stephenson. In 1995 Alan Wright retired as President after 17 years and Gwen Wright 
retired after 10 years as Match Secretary. In 1997 both Alan & Gwen were awarded 



'Life Membership'. Gwen and Alan consider it a real pleasure to have been involved 
in the creation of this competition and still have an interest in the activities of the 

Association. Alan passed away at the time of writing, on the 28th of October 2019. 
May he rest in peace. 

  
BILL PARRY 

Bill Parry was the first official Secretary of the ESJSCA and then the ESCSA in 1978. 

When Bill Parry was Secretary, he was most particular and incredibly detailed in 
keeping minutes of association meetings. and when he passed away some years 

ago, the Parry’s shared with us a garage full of books of records that Bill had kept. 
We will forever be grateful for Bill’s tediousness in minuting meetings – our History has 

been uncovered thanks to his note taking.  
  
DAVID BARR  

David was involved during the inaugural years of the Eastern Suburbs Protestant 
Churches Junior Soccer Association as Secretary, Match Secretary and later as the 

Referee Coordinator. In 1990 he resigned from the committee and was subsequently 
honoured with the 2nd Life Membership of the association. 
  

SENG CHAN 

Seng joined the VCFA in 2000 as a player/manager for Mitcham Baptist Church 

Soccer Club (MBCSC). In 2002 and voted in as the President of MBCSC until 2011.  He 
remained on the committee of MBCSC in various roles until 2016. 
In 2005, he became Senior Match Secretary, taking over this role from Stuart Evans 

from Western United.  Players records back then were rudimentary and the only 
manual record passed over from the 2004 season was a list of carry over player 

suspensions.  I went through many years of manual players records and witnessed 
the transformation of manual records to the electronic records via SportingPulse. 

Seng was voted in as a Board member in the inaugural year of the VCFA Board and 
held positions of Board member and Senior Match Secretary until resigning in July 
2016.  

Seng retired from playing at the end of the 2009 season and in 2010 became a 
senior match referee.  He clocked up his tenth year as a senior match referee at the 

end of the 2019 season and is looking forward to many more years running around 
the park with a whistle. 

  
ALAN OLDMAN 

Alan joined as the Vice President to Alan Wright during the early 80’s. He then 

became president, when Alan Wright retired in 1995. Alan Oldman was president for 
3 years until his heart attack in 1997, when he resigned his position. He was awarded 

life membership in 1998.  
  
CORNELIUS MUTSAERS 

Kees Mutsaers has been a part of the VCFA in many facets. His longest contribution 
as a player for Mt Evelyn from 1971 until 2014 – playing over 860 games during his 

career. From captainships to premierships, coaching to club committee member, 
Kees has seen and been a part of it all at Mt Evelyn, managiing the Club since 1983.  
He joined the VCFA as a board member in 1983, and throughout his time on the 

board he introduced the concept of the cup and shield game format to allow lower 
teams in each division to compete against higher teams in a lower division, 

therefore giving them opportunities to play teams of equal ability. He was the 
association Referee coordinator for 3 years and the association Presentation Night 



Coordinator for 3 years before returning his full attention to his beloved Club. To this 
day he is still an active member at Mt Evelyn.  

  

CLUB HISTORIES 

 (if your club hasn’t got a bio up yet, please contact Nicola Westwood to have yours 
updated!) 
 

 
MITCHAM BAPTIST CHURCH SOCCER CLUB 

Mitcham was founded in 1999 by a youth group from Mitcham Baptist Church who 
played as juniors with North Blackburn and who wanted to just run around on 
Saturday afternoons with their mates.  Mitcham played its first competitive VCFA 

game against Lilydale Eagles in 1999 wearing white t-shirts with numbers written on 
their backs and losing their inaugural match 0-23.  The VCFA then allocated the 

colour purple for Mitcham’s playing shirts.  Since then Mitcham’s strip has been 
fondly known as the Purple Pride. 

Mitcham fielded a 2nd team in 2000 and a 3rd team in 2001. In 2004 a 4th men’s team 
was added plus a women’s team called Mitcham Sparks. At its peak in 2007, 
Mitcham fielded 5 men’s team and 1 women’s team. Mitcham achieved some 

successes with Men’s division 2 & 3 titles in 2003 and the Women’s division 2 title in 
2008. It was in 2007 that Mitcham achieved its best ever result by winning its first ever 

division 1 premiership by 1 point over Knox Churches Force with Morrison a further 2 
points behind in third place. 

Since then Mitcham has continued to be a part of the VCFA fielding 3 men’s teams 
every season. 
  

MAROONDAH 

Maroondah United Football Club (MUFC) began in 2003 with a Senior team from 

Croydon Hills Baptist Church playing with Eastern United at Gracedale Park. The 
following year, the club moved to Silcock Reserve where it played under the banner 
of Croydon Ranges for the next 14 years.  

Season 2018 saw the official launch of the name Maroondah United FC. Partnering 
with Croydon Hills Baptist Church, their club’s Mission Statement is “To provide the 

local community with a soccer club where inclusion, unity and excellent 
sportsmanship are actively promoted in a respectful and welcoming environment.” 

With 10 Junior teams, 2 Women’s teams and 4 Men’s teams in 2019, Maroondah 
United provides great competition and camaraderie for those calling this club their 
soccer family. 
  

MOOROOLBARK 

Mooroolbark Baptist Soccer Club (MBSC) was formed in 1999 by Darren Kollmorgen, 

Al Murray and Russell Murray. They fielded their first team in 2000, the Mooroolbark 
Knights. In 2001, they introduced a second men’s team, the Warriors, and won their 
first championship with the Knights. In 2002 we started our First Ladies team, the 

Mooroolbark Raiders. After a few quiet years, in 2007 with a new committee, they set 
up their junior program which grew and produced 6 players who anchored their 

second Knights championship team in 2015. Their women’s team has since had two 
divisional championships and two cups to its name and the Warriors have also won 

a divisional championship. They have now grown their junior program to six teams 
and a goal kick program.  
MBSC have fielded several other men’s senior teams in lower divisions and have 

developed a family atmosphere and ethic throughout the club. The desire as a club 
is to play to win without compromising our core Christian beliefs and values. 



Mooroolbark have been blessed by God and give him thanks for His grace that has 
underpinned the club. They will continue to serve and grow in His name as the Club 

shares His Word through this wonderful sport. 
  

ST PAUL’S  

In late 2015 the parish Priests of St. Paul’s Antiochian Orthodox Church in Danendong 
had noticed the number of Youth who were attending Liturgy or coming to church 

on a regular basis had begun to decrease significantly. Action was required 
immediately to help increase these numbers, so a lot of time was invested within the 

community to understand what was causing this trend.  
The outcome of their findings was that many of youth were no longer attending 

church due to sporting commitments and sporting clubs only conducting their 
matches on Sunday mornings. 
The priests approached several members of the church who have played or been a 

part of a professional sporting organisation, to create an environment where all 
youth of any age could come together on a day where liturgy was not held and 

thus, St. Paul’s Football Club was born, and in 2016 joined the VCFA with their first 
senior Men’s team.  

  

EASTERN UNITED FC 

The amalgamation of 2 clubs, Heathmont Baptist and Blackburn Baptist became the 

current Eastern United Soccer Club. The green and yellow colours of the current strip 
represent Heathmont's original colours of green and similarly the yellow was the 
colour of the Blackburn strip. 
  

 


