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t. Oscar Romero (1917-1980) was a “Salvadoran
Roman Catholic archbishop who was a vocal critic of the
violent activities of government armed forces, right-wing
groups, and leftist guerrillas involved in El Salvador’s
civil conflict (Encyclopedia Britannica).” As a voice of the
voiceless, he was an outspoken champion of the poor
who were the ones most affected by the civil unrest and
violence. His advocacy provoked several attempts on his
life. Nonetheless, St. Oscar Romero was convinced that
before all else his faith in the resurrected Christ and the
values of the Gospel trumped any earthly concern or
worry. He walked with complete confidence and trust.
On March 24, 1980, St. Oscar Romero was assassinated
while celebrating Mass. Such is often the fate of those

who challenge the socio-political agendas of the day.

We may look at the example of witness of St. Oscar
Romero as something extraordinary. In one sense it is.
Through the power of God, an ordinary human being did
extraordinary things. But, in and of himself, St. Oscar
Romero was simply a humble, loving servant of God.
Oscar knew not only the power of love but the risk that
comes when loving unconditionally. The beauty of God’s

message was able to shine in and through him because

he was able to step out of the way and be a vessel. One
can assume that for St. Oscar Romero, one’s earthly life
has no merit when faith, integrity, conviction, zeal and
love are jettisoned. Fear and apprehension had no grip

on this man who not only saw but spoke the truth.

Do we speak the truth? It makes us feel good to speak of
God as love. But have we ever considered the
ramifications of this radical message? There are assaults
on human life occurring daily. More and more the value
and worth of a human being is being reduced and
minimalized. We are becoming widgets in the production
of life. In our whole simple humble ways, we too are
called to be prophets. Knowing who you are and what is
within your means to do, how can you make God’s love
real, stand up for what is right, and give witness to the

sacredness of all that is around you?
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The month of February is dedicated to the
Holy Family. The special devotion, which proposes the
Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph as the model of
virtue of all Christian households, began in the 17th century.
In the words of His Holiness Pope Leo XIII, "Nothing truly
can be more salutary or efficacious for Christian families to
meditate upon than the example of this Holy Family, which
embraces the perfection and completeness of all domestic
virtues."
Consecration to the Holy Family Prayer

O Lord Jesus, you lived in the home of Mary and Joseph in
Nazareth. There you grew in age, wisdom and grace
as you prepared to fulfill your mission as our Redeemer.

We entrust our family to you.
O Blessed Mary, you are the Mother of our Savior. At
Nazareth you cared for Jesus and nurtured him in the peace
and joy of your home.

We entrust our family to you.
O Saint Joseph, you provided a secure and loving home for
Jesus and Mary, and gave us a model of fatherhood
while showing us the dignity of work.

We entrust our family to you.
Holy Family, we consecrate ourselves and our family to you.
May we be completely united in a love that is lasting, faithful
and open to the gift of new life. Help us to grow in virtue, to
forgive one another from our hearts, and to live in peace all
our days. Keep us strong in faith, persevering in prayer,
diligent in our work, and generous toward those in need.
May our home, O Holy Family, truly become a domestic
church where we reflect your example in our daily life.
Amen.

Jesus, Mary and Joseph, pray for us!

TO LEARN MORE ABOUT THE SYNOD AND READ THE

BISHOP'S LETTER, GO TO DIOBR.ORG/SYNOD

Remaining Synod meetings schedule

Northwest Deanery - Jan. 31
6-8 p.m.; St. John the Baptist Hall,
4727 McHugh Drive, Zachary
South Deanery - Feb. 16
6-8 p.m.; St. John the Evangelist Parish Hall
57805 Main Street, Plaguemine
Baton Rouge Deanery — Feb. 17
6-8 p.m.; The Catholic Life Center Ballroom
1800 South Acadian Thruway, Baton Rouge
East Central Deanery - Feb. 18
6-8 p.m.; St. Peter Chanel Gym
2590 Louisiana Highway 44, Paulina
East Central Deanery - Feb. 19
9-10:30 a.m.; St. Theresa of Avila School Gym
102 North Burnside Avenue, Gonzales

Donate through Faith Direct

Even as the pandemic continues to bring uncertainty, the new
year is filled with hope and promise - we always seek to grow our
vital ministries, explore new ways to share the good news of
Christ’s love, and reflect His care and mercy to those in need
throughout the community. To continue to make a difference in
2022, St. Thomas More is reaching out to our parishioners.

Begin the new year with eGiving to help sustain and build
ministries throughout 2022 that reflect the steadfast promise of
God’s love. The need is great in our community, and your
generous online gifts will help people all around us.

We prayerfully request that you consider signing up for eGiv-
ing from your computer, smartphone or tablet. You can set up a
recurring donation or make a one-time gift. Sign up today by visit-
ing faith.direct/LA554. Thank you for your continued support.
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Pope Francis
@Pontifex

We have set out on a journey led by God’s
kindly light that dissipates the darkness of
division and directs our journey towards unity.
The world needs God’s light, and that light
shines only in love, in communion and in
fraternity.

You can help change a child’s story!
Abused and neglected children in our area
need your help.

Every child deserves a safe, permanent
home. However, some children have been removed from
their homes and placed in foster care due to abuse or
neglect. They belong to no one as they silently wait for
the court to decide their future. These children need a
voice. Capital Area CASA Association needs caring
adults like you to speak up for children in our community.
The first step in becoming a CASA
volunteer is to attend a 30-minute virtual
orientation session. To sign up for one
please visit www.casabr.org/volunteer
or scan the QR code!

. . . . For serious or urgent prayer requests,
Tuesday, Feb. 1 - 6 p.m.: Jane Gelpi, Martha Kim Anh, All Souls, John Greiner,
y P _ P! ' ! ' call Sharon Hebert at 225-078-1246
James Prevot, Ledell Rabalais

(leave your name and phone number if
Thursday, Feb. 3 - 8:45 a.m.: Joyce Meyer there is no answer), or send a request

Saturday, Feb. 5 - 4:30 p.m.: Joyce Graham, Willie Yelverton, Carolyn Perkins, by email to prayerline@stmbr.org.
Carmel Galouye, Jack Bonaventure, Carol Harrelson, Ernest Bonaccorso, Doris

More than SO parishioners already signed up!
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and Bill Croissant PRAYER LIST
Sunday, Feb. 6 - 8 a.m.: Souls in Purgatory 10 a.m.: Barry Sanders; 5 p.m.. STM  Please remember in your prayers the
Families, Friends, and Neighbors following seriously ill persons: Ivy

Alford, Calvin Bajon, Annagrace Fremin,

SANCTUARY LIGHTING Bill & Pat Bailey, Ruth Fleming

3 3 ) ) ] ) To add your name, or the name of a loved
The sanctuary light in the church will burn in memory of Marie Schittone the one if you have their permission, contact

week of Jan. 30 as requested by Carol Roberts. Elise Moran at morane@stmbr.org, or call

The sanctuary light in the chapel will burn in memory of Myrna and Edward 225.275.3940.

Hargrove the week of Jan. 30 as requested by Danielle LeBouef
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CHURCH STAFF

Pastor
Fr. Michael Alello
Permanent Deacon
Rev. Mr. Joe Scimeca
Permanent Deacon
Rev. Mr. Paul Soileau PARISH MISSION STATEMENT
Pastoral Associate
Sr. Janelle Sevier
Administration
Mrs. Sheila Juneau
Formation/Liturgy
Ms. Sarah Neau
Director of Religious Education
Ms. Chelsea Colomb to celebrating the Catholic faith and modeling
Secretary/Bulletin
Mrs. Ellen Guidry
Secretary/Receptionist the life of Jesus Christ,
Ms. Elise Moran
Sacristan
Mrs. Kay Fetterman St. Thomas More Church provides
Maintenance
Mr. Alex Ho
Mr. Thad Landaiche worship, education, ministerial
Custodial
Mr. Roosevelt Hamilton

In a caring environment dedicated

and social opportunities for the

OUR PARISH FAMILY

spiritual growth of the parish family.

BAPTISM
We extend a warm welcome into the Church family to the
following children who were baptized at St. Thomas More
during the month of December:
Adeline Kate Alt, child of James and Julianne Alt.

Byzantine Icon Workshop
Feb. 20 - 25 | 9:00 am - 4:30 pm www.stmbr.org
LSU AgCenter Botanic Gardens
at Burden

Facebook.com/stmchurch.org/

A team Of iCOnOgrapherS Wlll prOVide Facebook.comlpadrehooch/
instructions, which are guided and paced,

to produce a finished icon of St. Patrick.
The cost of the workshop is $375 and
includes all materials and lunch for five

https://www.youtube.com/
stthomasmorebatonrouge

(5) days. Materials provided are a specially prepared board,
gold leaf, all paints, brushes, and other materials. Text “stmbr” to 84576
Participants who have a 13-watt desk OttLite may bring it to receive texts
for their personal use during the workshop.

All proceeds benefit the Friends of the Gardens to
further the implementation of the Botanic Gardens

Sign up for parish email on our
parish website, stmbr.org,

Educational Program. Checks should be made payable to under Links and Resources

Friends of the Gardens and mailed to: Kitty Hessburg
Wiemer 7636 Claret Ave. Baton Rouge, LA 70809.

For more information, contact: Ms. Kitty
Hessburg Wiemer (225) 284-7440
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Listen to Father Michael’'s homilies:
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https://soundcloud.com/padrehooch

George )
Safety/Risk  Facility Services  Piping * Instrumentation

Schwartzenburg, MD
Automation ¢ Civil » Structural  Electrical ¢ Architectural
Mechanical « Staffing * Process ¢ Survey ¢ Field Services

Procurement ¢ Construction Support « Laser Scan

12351 Industriplex Blvd
Plumbing  Heating * Repairs 976-4400
225-927-6520

e 7oee N

Pediatricians we both love

Video visits ® Same-day appointments ¢ Online scheduling * Extended hours
'Our Lady of the Lake Children’s Health Pediatrics at Goodwood

8415 Goodwood Blvd. | ololchildrens.org/pediatrics | (225)374-HEAL

Quality Car Care Center

Total Comfort Heating & Air, Inc.
For all your residential Heating & Cooling needs
11442 N. Harrells Ferry Rd. 273-2955 (225) 928-2251

Contact Debra Mayeux
to place an ad today!
dmayeux@4LPi.com or
(800) 477-4574 x6524

'l.‘\"('EAI 969
11756 Florida Blvd. » Baton Rouge, LA 70815 | 225.275.6900
www.sherwoodtvandappliances.com
River
FASTENER &
TOOL CO. Glass
Arnold Saucier more than a piece of glass,
Attorneys at Law
43-3022 - -0451 i
9440 Mammoth Dr. 3 37:? Nort:sszr:ets a peace of mind. 1280 Del Este Avenue
927'3333 * Commercial (225) 925"8538 Denha;ipgg;g:;;; 70726
“ ” * Residential * R i Gt ) Y
Nobody Does It Better es,,_,ﬁg,:;;go epatr www.bigriverglass.com Todd Caruso, Parishioner
Chris Yancey
Owner

* Insurance Restoration arden 01 peace &
J ICommerciEl/R}esic}ential Roofing g fp

e Gutters ® Awnings ® Remodels M E M O R I A L
225-379-7663 COLUMBARIUM

www.colemanroof.com

- - mausoleum niches
Premier Eyecare & Optical || forinterment of
P \ Comprehensive Eyecare, cremains are now
@ Glasses & Contact Lenses available to all Amanda wattsl M D
for purchase .
| HR. GLASSES 246-8830 P Timothy Andrew Bella, MD
ERIC THA\I, Doctor of Optometry 012';562326118-68?
www.PremierEyecareOptical.com 445 Marquette Avenue Dewayne H um bles' N P
Corner of Sherwood at Old Hammond Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70806

Drew Dileo - Agent / Owner

225-246-7948
www.drewdileo.com
For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 e www.4lpi.com
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STEMMANS AND ALLEY, PLLC

5_’@ Attorneys and Counselors At Law A:@
M. Todd Alley (Parishioner)

ROOF LEAKING?

* Repairs

6.5 Rd FABIAEL
RotBoysESpedialty/MeatsaDailylunchesdRartyTiays}

? . B- -
2798 O’Neal Lane, Ste. B-3 752-5266 onniesboudinico « Roof Replacement
HArLEY M. BrRownN NOw OPEN! « Gutters
Attorney and Counselor at Law
FREE ESTIMATES

854 Main Street  Baton Rogue, LA 70802

Tel: (225) 336-0353 Fax: (225) 336-0365 (225) 930-4930 | www.midcityroofing.com

Hrs: Mon-Fri 3pm-8pm
Sat & Sun 8am-6pm
225-256-5888
Walk in or schedule your
appointment online at:

COMPLIMENTARY EXAMS & X-RAYS SherwoodUrgentCareBR.com

BRING INAD FOR
FREE DELIVERY!

6545 AIRLINE
HIGHWAY

3 MILES NORTH OF
CORTANA MALL

2257691276 forptibigtadl 1:anivou Fon

YOUR PATRONAGE

Fourrier
Insurance Agency
Since 1946

383-0682 7474 Corporate Bivd. 225.925.3320

4275 Government St.

31275 LA Hwy 16 - 791-6060

Specializing in COLOR, CUTS, HI-LITES, WAXING, UPDOs, KERATIN TREATMENT, BRING THIS AD IN @@m®mm
BRAZILIAN BLOW OUT, HAIR EXTENSIONS, BAYALAGE, JAPANESE ° . . ,
;.Q’E 2A. STRAIGHTENING, PERMS, RELAXERS, MAKE-UP, EYELASH EXTENSIONS FOR 20% DISCOUNT Sidewalks
™ e 8 . (new clients only) IFree|Estimates)
PASSION We offer Bridal Party 225-275-2424 13559 Old Hammond Hwy.
it & Prom Packages Ste A, Baton Rouge, LA 70816 FREE EYEBROW WAX WITH REFERRAL 12:2/522/811%0933}
BF Goodrich « Michelin « Vogue Tyres « Pirelli « Uniroyal « Goodyear =3 @
« Cooper Tires « Dunlop * Armstrong * Bridgestone
Toyo Tires « General Tire « Buckshot Mudder ¢ Firestone )
Yokohama * Tune ups * A/C Repair * Brakes ¢ Alignment -

FINANCING AVAILABLE w
RETAIL « COMMERCIAL « WHOLESALE

Your Homegrown Supermarket
Since 1963

9620 Florida Blvd.
927-5450

Family Dentistry Devin Holle Chico Moore 5383 Jones Creek Road
STM Lifetime Parishioner 4 751-3380

225-341-9513 225-620-7269 hinab
11811 Coursey Blvd. 292-9700 www.CFFDDS.com whinabor.com

LakeUrgentCare | LakeAfterHours walkcin

Walk-in care for minor injury and illness Check-In Online

LakeUrgentCare.com

Feel Better. Faster! Schedule a Virtual Visit {&)

DENTAL IMPLANTS
WISDOM TEETH
g
225-927.3463 DiscoVER THE CATHOLIC DIFFERENCE 4 Protecting Catholic families since 1882. ~ David Alello
Bruno L. Villar Lnz MR Rely on the Branch Manager/Loan Officer
ORAL SURGERY Field Agent DISABILITY INCOME INSURANCE Kfn(i:gl;ts . Assurance NVILS 4 188586
D RA K I N * c 0 M 225-223-8155 LONGTERM CARE INSURANCE ;l‘olgclt";‘m::'s © 4471 Bluebonnet Blvd. - Baton Rouge, LA

DENTAL IMPLANTS | WISDOM TEETH bruno.villar@kofe.org I LEVIZG SN2 family’s future. Cell: 225-921-8152
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