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Rise up in splendor, Jerusalem! 

Your light has come, 
the glory of the Lord shines upon you. 
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I n his Apostolic Exhortation, The Joy of the  

Gospel, Pope Francis references a thought from Pope Benedict 

XVI: “Being a Christian is not the result of an ethical choice or a 

lofty idea, but the encounter with an event, a person, which 

gives life a new horizon and a decisive direction.” Today we 

celebrate an encounter with the Person of Jesus Christ! This 

simple but holy event in time dramatically changes human life, 

pointing it toward a new horizon and giving it a decisive  

direction. This is a message and truth that is not meant to be 

shared with only a select few who qualify but with the entire 

world. Pope Francis continues saying, “Thanks solely to this 

encounter or renewed encounter with God’s love, which  

blossoms into an enriching friendship, we are liberated from 

our narrowness and self-absorption. We become fully human 

when we become more than human, when we let God bring us 

beyond ourselves in order to attain the fullest truth of our  

being.” 

 

Look around at people. Where is life heading for them? What 

gives them direction? Even we who are people of faith can get 

distracted and lose our focus. God, in all of His fullness, is  

revealed in Jesus Christ and we can encounter Him! God is  

tangible, real, vulnerable, poor, and full of wonders, surprises, 

and opportunities. For those who are struggling and lost, today 

is a day of great joy. All they have to do is reach out and touch 

the truth of Christ. This presence is revealed in the poor,  

exploited, and vulnerable ones who cry out for compassion 

and love. But it is also found in the faithful ones who see in the 

Epiphany of God a liberation from structures and systems that 

hurt us, a narrowness of mind and heart that constricts us, and 

an absorption in our self-agenda that prevents us from seeing 

anything other than ourselves as important. 

 

We have been given the charge of preaching this Good News.  

If only we could find a way to be more effective, it might stand 

a chance of doing what God intended it to do. There is always 

tomorrow and our memory of that bright new light that shone 

so brilliantly that Bethlehem night pointing us to truth and  

reminding us that we are loved. 

Today the Magi gaze in deep wonder at what they see: 

heaven on earth, earth in heaven, man in God, God in man, 

one whom the whole universe cannot contain 

now enclosed in a tiny body. 

As they look, they believe and do not question, 

as their symbolic gifts bear witness:  

incense for God, gold for a king, myrrh for one who is to die. 
 

—St. Peter Chrysologus 

Cover art is a cartoon by Morris & Co. for the Adoration of the Magi tapestry by Edward Burne-Jones  
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FLOWER DONATIONS 

The sanctuary flowers on the altar are donated in memory of Jane Gelpi this 

weekend, Jan. 1-2, as requested by George Gelpi. 

MASS INTENTIONS PRAYER LIST 
Please remember in your prayers the 

following seriously ill persons:  

Annagrace Fremin, Ruth Fleming,  

Hudson Hargroder  
 

To add your name, or the name of a loved 
one if you have their permission, contact 
Elise Moran at morane@stmbr.org, or call 
225.275.3940. 

PRAYER LINE 
For serious or urgent prayer requests, 

call Sharon Hebert at 225-978-1246 

(leave your name and phone number if 

there is no answer), or send a request 

by email to prayerline@stmbr.org. 

Tuesday, Jan. 4 - 6 p.m.: Ruby Hickman, Clarence Lorio, Jane Gelpi, Janet Landry 

Thursday, Jan. 6 - 8:45 a.m.: Anna Nguyen 

Saturday, Jan. 8 - 4:30 p.m.: Joyce Graham 

Sunday, Jan. 9 - 8 a.m.: STM Families, Friends, and Neighbors; 10 a.m.: Thomas 

Webre; 5 p.m.: Lucille Tuminello, Martha Kim Anh 
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Permanent Deacon 

Rev. Mr. Paul Soileau 
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Sr. Janelle Sevier 

Administration 

Mrs. Sheila Juneau 

Formation/Liturgy 

Ms. Sarah Neau 

Director of Religious Education 

Ms. Chelsea Colomb 

Secretary/Bulletin 

Mrs. Ellen Guidry  

Secretary/Receptionist 

Ms. Elise Moran 

Sacristan 

Mrs. Kay Fetterman 

Maintenance 

Mr. Alex Ho 

Mr. Thad Landaiche 

Custodial 

Mr. Roosevelt Hamilton 

  

  

  

  

  

  

Facebook.com/stmchurch.org/ 
 

Facebook.com/padrehooch/ 

https://www.youtube.com/

stthomasmorebatonrouge 

www.stmbr.org 

Text “stmbr” to 84576  

to receive texts 

Sign up for parish email on our  

parish website, stmbr.org,  

under Links and Resources 

Listen to Father Michael’s homilies: 

https://soundcloud.com/padrehooch  

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 

 

In a caring environment dedicated 

to celebrating the Catholic faith and modeling 

the life of Jesus Christ, 

St. Thomas More Church provides 

worship, education, ministerial 

and social opportunities for the 

spiritual growth of the parish family. 

Pope Francis 
@Pontifex 

Like the Magi, may we also journey and be  
attentive, untiring and courageous on the path to 
find the invisible God who was born among us.  

https://soundcloud.com/padrehooch
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7474 Corporate Blvd.  225.925.3320

HARLEY M. BROWN
ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR AT LAW
854 MAIN STREET, BATON ROUGE, LA 70802

TEL: (225) 336-0353 FAX: (225) 336-0365

Big
River
Glass

Quality Car Care Center

11442 N. Harrells Ferry Rd.

If You Live Alone You Need 
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWA

✔Ambulance
✔Police  ✔Fire
✔Friends/Family

CALL
NOW!

FREE Shipping
FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as $19.95 a month

GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

800.809.3352
MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

UNITED COLLISION CENTER
Complete Auto Repair

Complete Auto Body & Paint Repair
SATISFACTION IS OUR #1 GOAL
BATON ROUGE EAST BATON

1926 N. Flannery Rd. 14424 Coursey
225-275-9797 225-753-6556
Fax # 225-275-9997 Fax # 225-753-7319

SIGMA
ENGINEERS & CONSTRUCTORS, INC.

Procurement

Safety/Risk

Facility Services

Architectural

10645 Greenwell Springs Rd.

MARILYN GOFF
“Who are You”

PHOTOGRAPHY
With Focus on

Your Personality,

Vietnam Veterans,

Baptisms,

Small Weddings,

Picnics, and Family Reunions

Call for an appointment at

225.719.2601
marilyngoff@bellsouth.net

George J. Schwartzenburg, M.D.

12351 Industriplex Blvd.

926-4400
Premier Eyecare & Optical

Comprehensive Eyecare,
Glasses & Contact Lenses

Tonya McAnally
225-938-9471 Cell

225-744-0044 Office
tonyamcanally@kw.com

17111 Commerce Centre Dr St A

Prairieville, LA 70769

Paul’s Deli &
Seafood

BREAKFAST • SEAFOOD PLATES
FRIED CHICKEN • HAMBURGERS
BOILED SEAFOOD • PARTY TRAYS

SPECIAL
Seafood Poboys $5.99

1183 South Flannery Rd.
Mon-Sat 6am - 8pm
225-256-2840

1234 DEL ESTE AVE.
SUITE 502

DENHAM SPRINGS
271-4941

SHERWOOD
TELEVISION & APPLIANCES

For All Of Your Home
Electronic & Appliance Needs

11756 Florida Blvd. 275-6900
Louis S. Ruffino, Jr. & Family
sherwoodtvandappliances.com

Brothers of the Sacred Heart
The world may not be calling you to become

a Brother, but maybe God is! Let’s talk.
Brother Paul Montero, S.C. 225-400-4985

pomontero@yahoo.com

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly

• One Free Month
• No Long-Term Contract
• Price Guarantee
• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!    Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Medical Alert System

The Care Center
(at Sherwood Forest)

11188 Florida Blvd. • Baton Rouge
225-275-7570

Specializing in COLOR, CUTS, HI-LITES, WAXING, UPDOs, KERATIN TREATMENT,
BRAZILIAN BLOW OUT, HAIR EXTENSIONS, BAYALAGE, JAPANESE

STRAIGHTENING, PERMS, RELAXERS, MAKE-UP, EYELASH EXTENSIONS

We offer Bridal Party 13559 Old Hammond Hwy.
& Prom Packages Ste A, Baton Rouge, LA 70816

BRING THIS AD IN
FOR 20% DISCOUNT

(new clients only)

FREE EYEBROW WAX WITH REFERRAL 225-275-2424

Plumbing • Heating • Repairs
225-927-6520

est. 1960

A Retirement Community

Call for a Tour Today
(225) 296-0803

4101 Plaza Tower Dr., Baton Rouge, LA

lakesherwoodvillage.com

THE CLAIBORNE
AT SHOE CREEK

Premier Assisted Living and Memory Care

Opening Spring 2020 in Central, LA
Now Leasing 225-400-1274

Your
ad

could

Baton Rouge General Physicians

8333 Goodwood Blvd
Baton Rouge, LA 70806

225-272-0106
www.brgphysicians.com

TIMOTHY BELLA, MD
Specialties:

Family Medicine

AMANDA WATTS, MD
Specialties:

Family Medicine

7474 Corporate Blvd.  225.925.3320

HARLEY M. BROWN
ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR AT LAW
854 MAIN STREET, BATON ROUGE, LA 70802

TEL: (225) 336-0353 FAX: (225) 336-0365

Big
River
Glass

Quality Car Care Center

11442 N. Harrells Ferry Rd. 273-2955
If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!

24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!
✔Ambulance
✔Police  ✔Fire
✔Friends/Family

CALL
NOW!

FREE Shipping
FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as $19.95 a month

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,

Lowest Price Guaranteed!

GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

800.809.3352
MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

UNITED COLLISION CENTER
Complete Auto Repair

Complete Auto Body & Paint Repair
SATISFACTION IS OUR #1 GOAL
BATON ROUGE EAST BATON ROUGE SOUTH

1926 N. Flannery Rd. 14424 Coursey
225-275-9797 225-753-6556
Fax # 225-275-9997 Fax # 225-753-7319

SIGMA
ENGINEERS & CONSTRUCTORS, INC.

Procurement

Safety/Risk

Structural

Facility Services

Architectural

Electrical

Instrumentation

Automation

Survey

10645 Greenwell Springs Rd.
275-7006

MARILYN GOFF
“Who are You”

PHOTOGRAPHY
With Focus on

Your Personality,

Vietnam Veterans,

Baptisms,

Small Weddings,

Picnics, and Family Reunions

Call for an appointment at

225.719.2601
marilyngoff@bellsouth.net

CONCRETECONCRETE
Driveways Patios SidewalksDriveways Patios Sidewalks

Free EstimatesFree Estimates

225-281-0933225-281-0933

David Alello
Branch Manager/Loan Officer
NMLS # 188986

4471 Bluebonnet Blvd. • Baton Rouge, LA
Cell: 225-921-8152

COMPLIMENTARY EXAMS & X-RAYS

14154 LA HWY 73
PRAIRIEVILLE, LA 70769

225.769.1276

ROOF LEAKING?
• Repairs 

• Roof Replacement 

• Gutters

FREE ESTIMATES
(225) 930-4930 | www.midcityroofing.com

225-355-6666
tcfurniture.com

BRING IN AD FOR
FREE DELIVERY!
6545 AIRLINE

HIGHWAY
3 MILES NORTH OF

CORTANA MALL
THANK YOU FOR

YOUR PATRONAGE

Fourrier
Insurance Agency

Since 1946
383-0682

4275 Government St.

	 Discover the Catholic Difference

Rely on the Rely on the 
KnightsKnights
of Columbus toof Columbus to
protect your protect your 
family’s future.family’s future.

Protecting Catholic families since 1882.

Bruno I. Villar
Field Agent
225-223-8155
bruno.villar@kofc.org

LIFE INSURANCE 

DISABILITY INCOME INSURANCE 

LONG-TERM CARE INSURANCE 

RETIREMENT ANNUITIES

DENTAL IMPLANTS
WISDOM TEETH

225-927-3463
DRAKIN.COM

BF Goodrich • Michelin • Vogue Tyres • Pirelli • Uniroyal • Goodyear 
• Cooper Tires • Dunlop • Armstrong • Bridgestone

 Toyo Tires • General Tire • Buckshot Mudder • Firestone
 Yokohama • Tune ups • A/C Repair • Brakes • Alignment

FINANCING AVAILABLE

RETAIL • COMMERCIAL • WHOLESALE

Devin Holley	 Chico Moore
225-341-9513	 225-620-7269

Po-Boys • Specialty Meats • Po-Boys • Specialty Meats • Daily Lunches • Party TraysDaily Lunches • Party Trays
www.ronniesboudin.comwww.ronniesboudin.com

BATON ROUGEBATON ROUGE
9726 Florida Blvd | 9726 Florida Blvd | 225-216-7151225-216-7151

HAMMONDHAMMOND
43106 S. Airport Rd. | 43106 S. Airport Rd. | 985-318-7191985-318-7191

NOW OPEN!

Hrs: Mon-Fri 3pm-8pm
Sat & Sun 8am-6pm

225-256-5888
Walk in or schedule your
appointment online at:

SherwoodUrgentCareBR.com
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