TO GUIDE. TO INSPIRE. TO SERVE.
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HAPPY FATHER’S DAY!

God Our Father,
through the intercession of St. Joseph,
the foster father of Your Son,
Our Lord Jesus Christ, we give you
thanks and praise for all fathers in the
world. We pray for them so that they
may find the courage and
perseverance to balance work, family,
and faith in joy and sacrifice.
We remember our fathers,
grandfathers, and great grandfathers
who are no longer with us, but who
live forever in our memory and
nourish us with their love.

Amen.

11441 Goodwood Blvd. Baton Rouge, LA 70815 | 225.275.3940 | www.stmchurch.org



Dear Parishioners,

Based on the unanimous recommendation of the STM Pastoral Council and Finance Council, I have decided to implement the
first phase of our campus master plan — the renovation of our athletic field in order to continue its use for all athletic events
typically held in that space and to build an effective substructure that will allow its use for parking. Our renovated field will

be similar to LSU’s fields east of River Road and south of Skip Bertman Drive that are used for football game parking.

The council’s recommendation was motivated by several important factors, including:

e The resources required for this work have already been allocated; therefore, this effort will not require an additional
request for funding from the STM community.

e The project was originally planned to follow this year’s festival in order to be least disruptive to STM operations.
Given the current restrictions on campus use because of Covid-19, such a project may cause even fewer problems
now.

e Because of the turf growing season and school year utilization of the athletic field, if the project were deferred to a
later date, realistically it could not begin until mid-May 2021. This would push back other campus master plan efforts
(e.g., parking renovation and church plaza renovation) at least a year, and there is great hope that we can begin those

projects in the coming year.

During this discussion I raised the concern about the appearance of this construction effort, given that some members of our
STM community are experiencing financial challenges associated with Covid-19. I asked if that should affect our decision.
The council’s unanimous response was a sharing of that concern, and a sincere belief that this course of action will benefit the

entire STM community and should be implemented at this time.

I am excited that we will be able to begin our campus master plan implementation with the athletic field renovation, starting
June 15, and I look forward to discussing additional planning with you - hopefully in the not-too-distant future. In the

meantime, you and your family will remain in my prayers as we journey together in these unprecendented times!

Blessings,
Fr. Michael

* Reprint - June 14 bulletins not delivered in time for distribution at weekend Masses
D 4
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Monday, June 22, is the feast day of our patron saint, St Thomas More. G.K. Chesterson said it best in 1929:
"Thomas More is important today, but he is not as important now as he will be in 100 years from today." In an age of
moral and cultural relativism, it behooves us to remember why. Quite simply, More stood up for the truth. For what he
knew to be right. He sacrificed everything for his faith. As a man of principle, he is recognized as a champion of the rights
of conscience. When asked to swear the Oath of Succession to Henry VIII, he sacrificed his life for the unity of the
Church.
Prayer of St. Thomas More
O Lord, give us a mind that is humble, quiet, peaceable, patient and charitable, and a taste of your Holy Spirit
in all our thoughts, words, and deeds.
O Lord, give us a lively faith, a firm hope, a fervent charity, a love of you.
Take from us all lukewarmness in meditation and all dullness in prayer. Give us fervor and delight in thinking of you,
your grace, and your tender compassion toward us.
Give us, good Lord, the grace to work for the things we pray for. Amen.

SANCTUARY LIGHTING PRAYER LINE
For serious or urgent prayer

requests, call Sharon
Hebert at 225-978-1246
(leave your name and
phone number if there is no answer), or
MASS INTENTIONS send a request by m to
prayerline@stmchurch.org.

The sanctuary light in the church will burn in memory of Eloise and Harley Brown the
week of June 21 as requested by Sylvia Trevino.

Tuesday, June 23 - 6 p.m.: Eloise and Harley Brown, Ronnie Davis, Betty Doucet, Paul
Lovell, Judy Scimeca, J. Darryl Keeter

Thursday, June 25 - 8:45 a.m.: Peck Abadie

Saturday, June 27 - 4:30 p.m.: Billy Roberts

Sunday, June 28 - 8 a.m. STM Families, Friends, and Neighbors; 10 a.m.: Beverly
Collins, Todd Frugé, Sybil and Jim McLin, Harris Ducote; 5 p.m.: Souls in Purgatory

PRAYER LIST

Please remember in your prayers these seriously ill persons: |da Mae Alonzo,
Gail Babin, Bill Bailey, Pat Bailey, Johnnie Broussard, Liz Ferguson, Helen Fox, Jane
Gelpi, Carl Gibson, Larry Gibson, John Chris Goff, David Longwell, Cathey Merle, Curtis
Mitchel, Lydia Pourciau, Suzette Snow, Brant Theriot, Grace Thompson, Barbara
Tureau, Loressa Watts, D.J. Webre, Thomas Webre.

Mass Intention Book Is Open
The Mass Intention book for July — December 2020 opened last week. At this time, intentions will be taken for the following
Masses: 4:30 p.m. Vigil; 8 am.. 10 am. and 5 p.m. Sunday: 6 p.m. Tuesday; and 8:45 a.m. Thursday. Each parish household may
schedule five (5) Mass Intentions, 3 weekend and 2 weekday. The Mass intention stipend is $5 per Mass — checks made payable to STM
Church. Also included on the request form is the scheduling of sanctuary lights and altar flowers.
The Mass Intention request form can be found online at stmchurch.org - under the Giving tab,
and on the tables at the church entrances.

To attend Mass in person at this time, you need to wear a mask, bring hand sanitizer and maintain 6’ social
distance between yourself and others - no gloves, please. We will continue to livestream the 10 a.m. Mass, and
individuals who fall in the at risk category (65 years of age or older, those with comprised immune systems,
and/or those with underlying health conditions) are encouraged to watch from home, as are others who do not
feel comfortable attending Mass in public at this time. The Sunday Mass obligation continues to be
dispensed for all Catholics indefinitely.
STM CHURCH PHASE II MASS SCHEDULE
(subject to change if necessary)
Saturday Vigil - 4:30 pm
Sunday Masses - 8 am, 10 am, S pm
Daily Masses - 6 pm Tuesday and 8:45 am Thursday
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This week the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) is calling
Catholics across the country to pray and act in support of religious liberty within
the U.S. and abroad during Religious Freedom Week 2020. The theme for this year's
Religious Freedom Week is “For the Good of All.” The week starts on June 22, the
Feast of St. Thomas More and St. John Fisher, and ends on June 29, the Solemnity of

St. Peter and St. Paul.

We encourage you to participate in this important cause for the Catholic Church,
by taking time each day this coming week to pray and reflect. TO SEE EACH DAY’S
WAY TO TAKE ACTION, VISIT: usccb.org/issues-and-action/religious-liberty/religious-freedom-week/index.cfm

June 22,2020 | FREEDOM TO SERVE IN HEALTH CARE

Pray that governments would respect the consciences of the
Little Sisters of the Poor and all Christians

who care for the sick and vulnerable.

Reflect

For centuries, the Church has carried on the healing ministry
of Christ by building institutions dedicated to medicine and
accompaniment of the dying. Indeed, the Church invented the
hospital as we know it. Today, orders like the Little Sisters of
the Poor serve elderly low-income Americans of all
backgrounds. But the Little Sisters’ work is at risk because of
lawsuits brought by the states of California and Pennsylvania
against the expanded religious and moral exemption to the
HHS mandate, and Catholic hospitals are constantly defending
themselves against lawsuits and government orders that try to
force them to participate in harmful procedures, such as
sterilization, gender reassignment surgery, and even abortion.
It is unthinkable that we would undermine our mission to heal
by destroying innocent life and harming the persons for whom
we are called to care.

Act

Take action to support religious liberty! Text “FREEDOM” to
84576 to receive news updates and action alerts.

June 23,2020 | RESPECT FOR HOUSES OF WORSHIP

Pray that people of all faiths would be free to worship without
fear of attacks and harassment.

Reflect

Houses of worship provide spaces for people to step back,
often with fellow believers, and pray. The disturbing rise in
attacks on these places is an attack on religious freedom.
Gunmen in churches, synagogues, and mosques terrorize faith
communities. In Europe and North America, churches have
been desecrated. Priests all over the world have been Kkilled,
even while celebrating liturgies. The problem is not limited to
attacks on Christians. Over 50 people were murdered in two
mosques in New Zealand, while there have been several
attacks on synagogues here in the U.S. in recent years. Mosques
and synagogues have been vandalized, while there has been a
rise in attacks on Jews and Muslims who are simply going

about their daily life. These kinds of attacks are assaults on the
image of God and cannot be tolerated.

June 24, 2020 | RELIGIOUS MINORITIES IN CHINA
Pray for the freedom of the Church in China, and that the
rights of all religious minorities would be respected.

Reflect

Under the Chinese Communist Party, Chinese citizens have
limited religious freedom. Since 2013, religious persecution
has intensified under a government campaign for the
“sinicization” of religion—an effort to have religions conform
to government-sanctioned interpretations of Chinese culture.
Muslims have suffered grievous human rights abuses. Since
2017, 800,000 to possibly two million ethnic Uighur, Kazakh,
Kyrgyz, and Hui Muslims have been arbitrarily detained in
mass internment camps. Other religions are impacted by the
government’s “sinicization” campaign including the estimated
12 million Catholics in China. While the Vatican has reached a
provisional agreement with China on the issue of episcopal
appointments, reports of persecution by the Chinese
government persist as underground churches are closed and
their priests detained, crosses destroyed, bibles confiscated,
and children under 18 forbidden from attending Mass and
receiving religious instruction. Ultimately time will tell if the
faithful will be allowed to practice their religion independent
of State control.

June 25,2020 | ADOPTION AND FOSTER CARE

Pray that children waiting to be placed in loving homes and
their caregivers will find strength and support from the
Church.

Reflect

Caring for ‘the orphan’ is a demand of the gospel. Over the
centuries, the Church has put this work of charity into practice
by building adoption and foster care institutions. Today, the
opioid crisis has put a strain on the foster care system. Yet
while more children are waiting to be placed in families,
faith-based child welfare providers are being targeted for
closures because of their religious convictions. In places like
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[llinois, Massachusetts, California, and D.C., the service
providers who have a track record of excellence in recruiting
and assisting foster families have already been shut down. In
Michigan, sexual orientation/gender identity (SOGI) activists
have gone out of their way to challenge Catholic Charities, and
Philadelphia Catholic Social Services is taking the struggle to
continue to foster children to the Supreme Court. Worse still,
in recent years, states that have worked to protect faith-based
adoption and foster care have found themselves targeted by
powerful corporations looking to appeal to SOGI activists.
Intolerance for religious views has real consequences, and in
this case, it is vulnerable children who have suffered. Let’s pray
and act to keep kids first.

June 26, 2020 | BORDER WALL DISPUTE IN THE DIOCESE
OF BROWNSVILLE

Pray that the freedom of the local churches on the U.S.
southern border will be respected.

Reflect

Efforts to construct a barrier on the southern border have met
resistance from the Catholic Church in Brownsville, TX. The
proposed barrier would run through land owned by the
Diocese, and so the federal government would have to take the
land in order to build the wall or fence. Freedom of the Church
means that the Church cannot be impeded by the civil
authorities from engaging in her mission. That mission
includes ministry to those fleeing violence and poverty. As
Bishop Daniel Flores of Brownsville told the Wall Street
Journal, “I don’t want to use church property to say that no
matter how dire your life is, you cannot be received here. ...The
government is going to have to take the land. The church is not
going to give it them.”

June 27,2020 | CATHOLIC SCHOOLS
Pray that Catholic schools in our country would be free to
teach the truth about God and his creation.

Reflect

Education is central to the Church’s mission. In fact, one of the
Spiritual Works of Mercy is to teach. In the U.S., the Catholic
school system grew out of necessity, due to the wave of 19th
Century Catholic immigrants who felt unwelcome in the
“public” school system. Since then, Catholic schools have been
significant anchor institutions
benefitting even those who are not their students. Catholic
leaders have played a leading role in ensuring that all children
have access to quality education. Education is what Catholics
do, and an America without Catholic schools is unimaginable.
Catholic schools need the space to operate in accordance with
Catholic convictions if they are to continue to be a source of
vitality for our society.

in many neighborhoods,

June 28, 2020 | CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC
Pray that God would show the people of the Central African
Republic the way to peace and reconciliation.

Reflect

The Central African Republic (CAR) is one of the poorest coun-
tries in the world. A total of 2.9 million people, out of a popula-
tion of 4.9 million, depend on humanitarian assistance. In 2012
a coalition of rebel groups, called the Seleka, from the predomi-
nantly Muslim North launched a rebellion that deposed then-
president Francois Bozize in 2013. To counter the Seleka
armed groups, non-Muslim rural communities strengthened
traditional self-defense militias, called anti-balaka. Even
though the conflict started primarily over political power and
access to natural resources, the Seleka and anti-balaka forces
resorted to banditry and attacks on unarmed Muslim and
Christian civilians, making religious identity a driving force.
During this civil war, Evangelical Pastor Nicolas Guerekoyame,
Catholic Archbishop Dieudonné Nzapalainga, and Imam Omar
Kobine Layama led an interreligious movement to counter
rising hatred with reconciliation, and violence with peace.
They championed the preservation of their country’s diverse
social fabric. Religious leaders continue the hard work of
healing the trauma of war and rebuilding a new society.

June 29, 2020 | CIVILIZE IT

Pray that God would give us the grace to remember the dignity
of all and invite others to do the same.

Reflect

As Catholics, our strong tradition of social teaching compels us
to be actively engaged in the building up of our communities.
This is achieved by being involved in the political process—
and yet today, many shy away from such involvement because
our national and local conversations are filled with vitriol and
harsh language, often directed at people themselves. When
personal attacks replace honest debate, no one wins. This kind
of attack, no matter the reason, only serves to further divide
our communities. What is needed is good, honest, civil
dialogue. This means that we must treat everyone as worthy of
being at the table, worthy of our respect, and worthy of being
heard. In short, it means treating everyone as our neighbor.
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CHURCH STAFF

Pastor
Fr. Michael Alello

Permanent Deacon

Rev. Mr. Joe Scimeca PARISH MISSION STATEMENT

Pastoral Associate

Sr. Janelle Sevier . . .
In a caring environment dedicated

Administration to celebrating the Catholic faith and modeling

Ms. Sheila Juneau

the life of Jesus Christ,

Religious Education
Ms. Sarah Neau St. Thomas More Church provides

Secretary/Bulletin worship, education, ministerial

Ms. Ellen Guidry . .
and social opportunities for the

Secretary/Receptionist

spiritual growth of the parish family

Ms. Elise Moran

Sacristan
Ms. Kay Fetterman

Maintenance
Mr. Alex Ho
Mr. Carl Gibson

Mr. Edrick Caraballo-Irizarry OUR PARISH FAMILY

Custodial IN SYMPATHY
Mr. Roosevelt Hamilton We extend our heartfelt sympathy and prayers to the family
of Kirby Courville.

www.stmchurch.org

Facebook.com/stmchurch.org/
Facebook.com/padrehooch/

https://www.youtube.com/
stthomasmorebatonrouge

Text “stmbr” to 84576
to receive texts

Sign up for parish email on our
parish website, stmchurch.org

Listen to Father Michael’s homilies:
https://soundcloud.com/padrehooch
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