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We are experiencing interesting and trying times related to the COVID-19 virus and walking through 
uncharted waters as a nation, community, and school. Information is changing and morphing into new 
issues with alarming regularity.  

• Alabama today confirmed its first case of the COVID-19 virus.  
• The Alabama Independent School Association (AISA) has suspended activities, including sports 

events, until April 6. 
• Independent schools around Springwood in Georgia and Alabama are extending spring break, 

closing school indefinitely, or at least for several weeks. 
• Just a few minutes ago, the Alabama Public Schools announced that they are going to close for 

2 ½ weeks beginning next Wednesday, March 18. 
 
This email is to announce Springwood School’s plan to address the current situation related to COVID-
19. Beginning Monday, March 16, we are going to “suspend classes” until April 6. Please understand we 
are not closing school but moving to a “virtual classroom” model. The academic activities will 
continue, but not on campus. Students and faculty will interact through remote access. We will be 
using various approaches depending on the grade level and the particular academic subject being 
taught. The Primary and Elementary approach may be quite different from the Junior High or High 
School, but each grade level will be seeking to provide an age-appropriate methodology to deliver the 
course work. We desire to continue the academic process so that Seniors will be able to stay on track 
for graduation and keep the whole school moving forward academically.  
  
Our approach provides social distancing, a vital cog in reducing the spread of the virus. The goal of 
health care facilitators is to reduce the increase of cases by limiting exposure through large groups. It 
has been noted that while school-age children are not prone to become ill from COVID-19, they may 
transmit the virus. A recent article in the Washington Post stated: “We know from pandemic research 
that closing schools can be effective in slowing down transmission because children are often a driver 
of infection.” - Caitlyn Rivers, an epidemiologist at John Hopkins Center for Health Security. We hope 
that we will be doing our part as a school by moving to remote classrooms to serve the broader 
community to help reduce the spread of the virus locally.  
  
Beginning on Monday, the faculty and staff will be working on the virtual classroom design, receiving 
specific training for online academic delivery and implementation so that on Thursday, March 19, we 
can launch classes remotely. 
  
Please be watching for emails to provide more information and instructions related to the Virtual 
classroom formats. We will provide staggered times for students to come to school to pick up textbooks 
and computers if they do not have them at home. The staggered times to come on campus is intended 
to reduce the number of students on campus at one time. Monday through Wednesday next week, 
students should focus their attention on catching up on their work, getting ahead on projects, or 
completing assignments they have already been given so that they are ready to tackle the new virtual 
approaches to their academic work.  
  
We are walking through uncertain days. There is not a blueprint for how to proceed. Let us pray for 
one another to remain calm, knowing who is ultimately in control. Psalm 112:7 reminds us, “They will 
have no fear of bad news; their hearts are steadfast, trusting in the Lord 


