
Dear Alumni, 
 

It is indeed an honor to have become part of the Springwood 
Family. I have long admired the proud tradition of Springwood 
and the many accomplishments of our students, staff, and 
alumni. I begin my first year as Headmaster with unbridled en-
thusiasm about what God has in store for our Wildcats during 
the 2009-2010 school year. 
 

As we look to the future, we begin the year by looking to our 
proud past. Our school will once again embrace the core values 
upon which Springwood was founded. You will hear and see our 
deepest commitment to a Christian environment, student cen-
tered classrooms, integrity, high expectations, and a relentless 
commitment to excellence. These five core values are as essen-
tial today as they were when the school was founded in 1970, 
and they will embody everything we do. 
 

I also invite you to read the guiding principles which will direct 
our future. I think you will find that they embody the vision of 
the Founding Fathers of Springwood almost forty years ago. 
They will continue to point the way to an exciting future for our 
Springwood families as we strive to educate the heart as well as 
the mind. 
 

I welcome the chance to meet you and invite you to visit the 
school often. I also pledge to you my deepest commitment to 
uphold the legacy that you are a part of. I am passionate about 
providing an excellent education which will challenge the mind 
and inspire the soul of each student. 
 

Our theme this year is “Can’t Hide That Wildcat Pride.” Please 
feel free to stop by and relive the pride you helped to create as 
we begin another year. 
 

Sincerely, 
Bill Parsons 
Headmaster 

Christian Environment 

 We provide a Christian environment within our school 
which encourages students’ spiritual development,     
promotes self-esteem, and fosters respect for others. 

 We are committed to praying for and supporting the 
families of Springwood. 

 The leadership of the school  takes an active role in     
supporting, directing, and promoting the Christian      
environment at Springwood. 

Student Centered Classrooms 

 Students’ learning needs are the primary focus for           
all decisions impacting the work of the school. 

 We are committed to connecting to students, and       
maintaining a positive school climate that energizes    
staff and students. 

Integrity 

 Students and staff maintain high standards of integrity. 

 We believe in well-planned character education and  
leadership development that prepares students to be 
leaders who lead with integrity and excellence. 

 Students and staff conduct themselves with                     
accountability and responsibility. 

High Expectations 

 We are committed to exemplary instruction and           
academic programs. 

 Instruction provided by teachers actively engages        
students in the learning process. 

 We support the commitment by all staff to engage             
in professional learning. 

 We emphasize participation and excellence in all           
extra-curricular activities.  

Commitment to Excellence 

 We are committed to on-going evaluation and school  
improvement planning in every aspect of the school. 

 We are committed to the use of 21st century technology  
to enhance instruction. 

 We are committed to creating a school culture that      
reflects pride in Springwood School. 

 

Educating the heart as well as the mind! 

 

Pictures taken at Mr. Parson’s planning    

meeting with next years’ senior class in 

June.  Above: Mr. Parsons, Taylor Colman, 

Laura Moore, Erin McElvy, Matthew Miller, 

and Patrick Bolton.  Below:  Kristen Oliver, 

Sarah Lynn, Mr. Parsons, and Jordan Edge. 
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Springwood School Guiding Principles 
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Mary Martha Scott (right) was Valedictorian 
and Kirsten Hood (left) was Salutatorian of the 
2009 graduating class at Springwood. Mary 
Martha is the daughter of Bill and Martha Scott 
of Lanett. Kirsten is the daughter of John and 
Traci Hood of Lanett.  

 

 

The Springwood Alumni  
Association is proud to 

 welcome these 29 new alumni! 

Front row (l-r): 
Elizabeth Nealy-Georgia Southwestern 
Robby Wilkinson-Liverpool Institute 
Rory Spurlock-Auburn University 
Kirsten Hood-Samford University 
Mary Martha Scott– Univ. of Richmond 
Jeff Jenkins-University of Alabama 
Brandon Shierling– Auburn University 
Carly Tubbs-Southern Union 
  
 
 

Middle row (l-r): 
Whitney Huckaby-Troy University 
Chrissy Cleveland-Birmingham Southern 
Maggie Newton-Southern Union  
Claire Humphrey-Auburn University 
Lee Collins-Columbus State University 
Kati Tschur– In Germany 
Van Slavich-Auburn University 
Jenna Jarrell-Troy University 
Bailey Wilkerson-Troy University 
Kelley Walls-Chattahoochee Com College 
 

Back row (l-r): 
Adam Maples-Southern Union 
Jonny Powers-Birmingham Southern 
Seth Hogan-Southern Union 
Heath Hogan-Southern Union 
Justin Vallia-Southern Union 
Jake Jenkins-University of Alabama 
Frazer Darden-University of Alabama 
Dilan Tompkins-Faulkner University 
Jake Key-LaGrange College 
James Harrell-Southern Union 

Twenty-nine graduates from the Springwood Class of 2009 
 are attending thirteen different colleges and universities 

 

“This was a great accomplishment for Springwood School,”  Scholars Bowl Coach Warren Nolen said. 
“To win a state championship is the goal and dream of every student who has ever participated in an 
academic or athletic competition. This is a very special group of players who have committed many, 
many hours of practice time to reach this ultimate goal. I'm especially proud of my seniors, Mary Mar-
tha, Kirsten, and Robby, who have been with me since junior high”. Mr. Nolen continued, “ There are no 
classifications in AISA state competition. All of the schools compete together. That's why this is such a 
rare and difficult accomplishment. It's a moment in time that these players will never forget.”  

Springwood School’s Scholars Bowl team  
captured the AISA State Championship for  
the first time in the school’s history.  
The Springwood scholars went undefeated in the eight-
team field to claim the crown. The road to the championship 
began with a perfect 5-0 record at the District Tournament qualifying the 
team to be one of eight teams statewide to meet in the state tournament. 
The Wildcat scholars defeated Lakeside in round one 140-100,             
Tuscaloosa Academy in round two 140-100, Prattville Christian in round 
3 190-60, and Tuscaloosa Academy 
again in the finals 110-95. Senior Mary 
Martha Scott was also recognized as 
the second leading scorer in the state 

tournament.   
Members of the Scholars Bowl team 
include, from left, Tucker Solt, Mary 
Martha Scott (captain), Robby Wilkin-
son, Evan Johnson and Kirsten Hood. 



2009 Distinguished Alumnus 
Valerie Givorns Gray—Class of 1990 

Each year the Distinguished Alumnus Award goes 
to a Springwood graduate who has made an out-
standing contribution through his or her vocation. 
The Alumni Association is pleased to announce 
that the 2009 recipient of this award is Mrs. Val-
erie Givorns Gray, Springwood Class of 1990. We 
congratulate Valerie for her successful profes-
sional career as an Economic Developer for Cham-
bers County. We recognize her for bringing eco-
nomic growth to her home county and we thank 
Mr. Pate Huguley, Class of ’92, for nominating Val-
erie for this award.   
 

Valerie is married to Shawn Gray and they live in 
Lanett with their two daughters. Her oldest daugh-
ter, Sydney, will begin Kindergarten at Springwood 
next fall.   
 

Working to attract new industry and help existing 
industry expand in Chambers County is and has 
been Valerie’s primary goal.  This effort has carried 

her all over the United States and to several foreign countries.  Working in a county that once was predominately all 
textile employment and witnessing all of it vanish has brought many challenges to Valerie’s job.  
 

She has worked closely with Federal, State, and Local Governments to bring funds into the County for infrastructure 
and improvements in the Industrial Parks.  She has been active in the Economic Development Association in the 
State and is recognized by her peers as being one of the top Economic Developers in Alabama. Under Valerie’s lead-
ership in the year 2000, Chambers County led all Alabama counties in capital investment for new and expanding 
industries. 
 

Recently, Valerie has been the guiding force behind the development of the new Industrial Park along I-85 in Cus-
seta. The first business located in the new park in 2006, and in the last year or so, it has attracted four tier 1 Kia 
automobile suppliers to the area. These new businesses are bringing many new jobs to Chambers County. 
 

Former Chambers County Industrial Development Authority Board President stated “Valerie is a tremendous asset 
to Chambers County and to all of the Greater Valley Area. Having worked with her for a number of years, I can say 
that she is a very capable person who works well with all of the players in Economic Development. This recognition 
from her high school is well deserved.  Valerie could be working about anywhere that she wanted to, but, she has 
chosen to try to make a difference in her home county and state and she has certainly done that.”  
 

The Springwood Alumni Association is proud to recognize Valerie as the 2009 Distinguished Springwood Alumnus. 
However, the Springwood Alumni Association is not the only one to recognize Valerie’s commitment to her home 
County. At Springwood’s Honors Day ceremony, Representative Duwayne Bridges also presented Valerie with a 
House Proclamation, passed by the Alabama State Legislature, for her many accomplishments in Chambers County. 

RETIRED SPRINGWOOD 
 TEACHERS' REUNION  

 
Retired Springwood Teachers met at Oskar's 
Café on Lake Martin at Blue Creek to visit 
with each other and to catch-up on the latest 
Springwood news. These teachers represent 
over 200 teaching years at Springwood 
School. Kent Albertson, Springwood Alum-
nus from 1979, and his wife own and oper-
ate Oskar's Cafe. Front Row: Kent Albertson 
and Mary Alsobrook. Back row: Anita Lanier, 
Linda Combs, Martha Shelnutt, Betty De-
Grace, Harriet Tyler, Lee Burton, Jeannine 
Mullins and Barbara Ruddick.  



 

Malinda Crowder Powers ’74 will direct the New West Point Visitors Center  

In June, Malinda Crowder Powers ‟74 accepted the executive 

director position of the West Point Visitors' Center and His-

toric Depot.  Malinda said, "It's thrilling and challenging to 

take this leadership role at the Visitors' Center. I am proud to 

be associated with a team of volunteers who have so success-

fully supported the restoration of this wonderful landmark and 

guided its rebirth as a museum, meeting facility, and now as a 

Visitors' Center."  The Visitors' Center will help promote the 

area's great tourism locations, as well as the Downtown His-

toric District - with its trendy new restaurants and shops, Fort 

Tyler, River Park and Recreation Complex.  
  

The chairperson of the Visitors' Center board noted the board's 

unanimous endorsement of Mrs. Powers ' appointment. "We 

had some really outstanding candidates for the job, but Ma-

linda's background in education, communications and market-

ing, as well as her community involvement and her sheer en-

thusiasm for the job, made her a clear choice." Malinda brings 

to the position a strong academic background in natural his-

tory, environmental science and history - local, Alabama and U. S. She also has an extensive background in acting and 

drama.  
  

After graduating from Springwood School, Malinda earned her M. Ed., MBA and BA -Speech Communications degrees 

from Auburn University. She and her husband, Bob Powers, have lived in West Point for 22 years. They are the parents 

of three sons, Charlie, Bo and John Floyd.  
  

From 1998 through 2009, Malinda was a fifth and sixth grade teacher at Springwood, where she was the student-

nominated 2009 Elementary Teacher of the Year. Also in the field of education, she received the Best Environmental 

Educator Award in a statewide EEAA competition in 2004 and was included in "Who's Who Among Distinguished 

American Teachers" in a student-nominated national recognition. Before beginning her teaching career, Malinda was 

the co-owner of Corporate Image, a Columbus, Ga., audiovisual production company from 1990-1996, a freelance mar-

keting research consultant from 1983-1987, and marketing manager at Callaway Gardens from 1981-1982. Malinda is a 

member of the Board of Directors of Middle Chattahoochee River Stewards, where she served as president for three 

years. She is also a member of the Chattahoochee Valley Historical Society, the Springwood Fine Arts Boosters, and the 

New Horizon Community Theater.  
  

The Visitors' Center offers the latest on a wide variety of area attractions, and guests will find the Depot and Museum 

itself good reason to visit. The Depot is flanked on the north end by a boxcar replicating the authentic blue and white 

colors and "Cotton for the Looms of West Point" logo of the short-line CV Railway. These boxcars delivered cotton to 

West Point Manufacturing Company textile mills just over the line in Alabama. On the Depot's south end is a restored, 

retrofitted red caboose. Inside the Depot is the Railroad Room, featuring an extensive scale-model display of CV Rail-

way trains moving through miniature villages and past miniature mills as seen in the 1950s. There's also an extensive 

collection of railroad tools, memorabilia from the CV Railway and a standard gauge railroad set.  
  

The Depot and Museum also serves as a state depository for relics recovered from the Chattahoochee River, which runs 

behind the Depot, including items from the native Creek Indian tribe and from the Civil War's Battle of Fort Tyler. It 

also houses a lot of textile memorabilia, recalling the area's number one industry for more than a century.  
 

The Depot and Museum also serves as a favorite gathering place for residents of West Point and the Greater Valley 

Area. The site can be rented for wedding receptions, engagement parties, family and class reunions and business meet-

ings.  
 

During her eleven year tenure at Springwood, Malinda Powers was an outstanding elementary teacher who strived to 

see that her students learning experiences set the stage for their future academic success.  Malinda will be missed by the 

students, faculty, and staff at Springwood, but we congratulate her and wish her the best in her new position as Director 

of the West Point Visitor Center and Depot. 



Congratulations  TEACHERS OF THE YEAR — The 
Springwood School Student Government Association chose, 
Mr. Dale Freeman (right) as Secondary Teacher of the Year 
and Mrs. Malinda Powers (left) as Elementary Teacher of the 
Year.  
 

We also congratulate Mr. Dale Freeman for being selected 
as the AISA IIA State Teacher of the Year. 

During his twenty-seven year tenure at Springwood, Mr. Harris Dale Freeman 

has excelled as a leader and classroom teacher.  Mr. Freeman is respected by 

both his colleagues and his students.  He takes seriously the obligation to give 

back to the teaching profession. We congratulate Mr. Freeman for being se-

lected as the Springwood Secondary Teacher of the Year and for being named 

the Alabama Independent School Association IIA State Teacher of the Year. 
  

As most of you know, Mr. Freeman is an exemplary teacher of ninth through twelfth grade College Preparatory and Advanced 

Placement English at Springwood.  He is always well-prepared, uses his instructional time wisely, and manages his classroom ex-

tremely well.  He is particularly adept at training students to effectively utilize the analytical and higher order thinking skills that 

college-bound students desperately need.  He is an expert in the analysis of literature and in teaching students to write critical analy-

ses of the works they study.  In addition, he is able to make the study of challenging works understandable and relevant for his stu-

dents.  Mr. Freeman possesses an impressive combination of gifts in teaching: phenomenal content competency, outstanding teach-

ing skills, and a genuine concern for his students‟ well-being.  
 

Mr. Freeman chairs the English Department at Springwood, directs the oratorical program, sponsors the National Honor Society, 

and for many years he contributed his time and talent to direct our highly accomplished drama program.  
 

Last September, on the event of his 70th birthday, Mr. Freeman received numerous “Happy Birthday” and “Thank you” emails from 

Springwood Alumni. Below are quotes taken directly from these emails that sum up the extraordinary impact that Mr. Freeman has 

on his students. 

Class of 1985 

“I‟ve spent most of my post-college career writing with confi-

dence thanks to the strong fundamentals I learned in your 

classes.” 
 

Class of 1986 

“I am personally grateful to you for challenging me along the 

way. You helped me improve my writing and speaking skills 

and those skills have been very important to me.” 
 

Class of 1988 

 “I thank you for your years of devotion in the classroom and 

once again for the powerful influence and inspiration you were 

to me.” 
 

Class of 1994 

 “If it wasn‟t for your encouragement, dedication, and confi-

dence in me during those critical high school years, I may not 

have had the strength to pursue my dreams of becoming a doc-

tor.” 

 

Class of 1997 

“If there is any one teacher that shaped my life, you are defi-

nitely it.  I am a huge reader and love learning new things be-

cause of your influence.  The biggest gift that you ever gave 

was making us believe that even though we were from a small 

town in Alabama, we could go anywhere and engage in discus-

sions with anyone and feel confident in ourselves in doing so.  

You encouraged us to challenge ourselves and never be com-

placent.  You encouraged us to have points of view and to be 

open-minded enough to listen and try to understand others 

points of view.” 

Class of 1997 

 “You are still my most memorable teacher!” 
 

Class of 1999 

 “Just wanted you to know that the things you taught me ten 

years ago are still such a valuable asset for me in the business 

world.  Many times, I didn‟t know why you and Mrs. Freeman 

did things in the “Freemanesque” way, but have come to real-

ize their purpose.  Thank you for that Mr. Freeman.” 
 

Class of 1999 

“Thank you from the bottom of my heart for believing in me 

and acknowledging something within me that I wasn‟t even 

aware existed.  You are such a huge part of so many lives.” 
 

Class of 2003 

“Although I spent $38,000 on my law school classes last year 

alone, the most important class for me took place in the rear 

corner of the Springwood Fine Arts Center in Lanett, Ala-

bama.” 
 

Class of 2003 

“Your class was my first taste of an academically challenging 

environment, and each time that I earned an “A” on a paper in 

college, I attributed a portion of it to you.” 
 

Parent of student in Class of 2010 

“My son was aggravated about one of his English grades.  He 

said, „I just don‟t want to let Mr. Freeman down.‟ That speaks 

volumes about you and the impact that you are making on our 

children.” 

 



Class of 1980 
Tommy Tynes, and his wife, Karen, moved from Birmingham 

to Montgomery in 2007.  He is the Sr.Vice-President at Colo-

nial Bank with responsibility for risk management, compli-

ance audit, and security.  Their son, Austin (13) and daughter, 

Jordan (11) are students at Montgomery Academy. 

 

Class of 1988 
Thad Huguley launched his own government relations busi-

ness, Huguley Consulting Group, LLC in Nashville in Janu-

ary 2009.  The focus of Huguley Consulting is helping clients 

with federal policy issues. Thad can be reached at 

thad@huguleyconsulting.com. 

 

Lalania Goodman Vaughn attended Springwood K4-10th 

grade before moving to Tennessee.   Lalania is now a High 

School Choir Director and Drama Teacher in a private school 

system in Tennessee.  A few years ago Lalania recorded a 

solo CD.  When not teaching, she travels as a Contemporary 

Christian singer/Worship 

Leader for Women‟s Con-

ferences in the U.S. and 

abroad. Last summer, La-

lania was in India for two 

weeks and has been to Uru-

guay twice with her husband 

and two children (daughter 

Logan, 16, and son Colton, 

11).  They performed The 

Passion Play on stages 

throughout the country.  Her 

husband plays the role of Jesus and she portrays Mary of 

Bethany.  Lalania says that it has been a blessing to travel 

abroad and minister God‟s Word through drama and music. 

 

Class of 1993 
Reid Sims got married last August to Jane Patricia Guardiola 

of Barranquilla, Colombia. Jane has a degree in Colombian 

Law and plans to attend the University of Alabama to further 

her studies in U.S. law and qualify to sit for the bar exam. 

Jane also teaches Spanish and English.  Reid and Jane live in 

Birmingham. 

 

Class of 1994     
Erin Zodrow Holston passed her boards in November 2008 

and is board certified in Obstetrics and Gynecology.  She is 

currently practicing 

at the Medical Col-

lege of Georgia in 

Augusta, GA where 

she is Assistant Pro-

fessor and Director 

of Medical Student 

Education for the 

Department of OB-

GYN.  The photo on 

the left is of Erin and 

her son, Nicholas, 

who is four years 

old.  

 

Class of 1995 

Congratulations to Brad and Katrina Huguley on the 

birth of their son, Frank Adams Huguley, who was born 

on June 24, 2009. 

 
Scott and Leanne 

Newton have 

been married for 

7 years and live 

in Huntersville, 

NC.  They had 

twin girls born 

on May 31, 

2009. Booklyn 

Hope was born at 

7:05, weighed 

5.13, and was 19 

in. long and Ri-

ley Grace was 

born at 7:07, weighed 5.8,  and was 19 in. long. Scott is a 

National Accounts Manager for Southern Sales & Marketing 

Group, Inc., based out of Atlanta, GA., with multiple offices 

in both the US and in China. They are a world leader in the 

manufacturing and distribution of Patio accessories to major 

retailers across the U.S. Scott has worked out of their NC 

office for the past 2 1/2 years 

after relocating from GA.  

 

Class of 1996 
Mark and Supriya White wel-

comed new baby daughter, 

Priya, on April 6.  She 

weighed 7lbs and 7ozs and 

was 19 inches long. They live 

in Port Royal, SC.  Pictured 

left is Mark holding Priya. 

 

 

Class of 1997   

Mary Scott Huguley Lin-

coln and her husband Steven, welcomed son, Henderson 

Howard Lincoln, on July 8, 2009 in Valdosta, GA. 

 
Dan Meadors, his 

wife, January, and 

their one-year old 

daughter, Abby, 

live in Cullman, 

AL. This picture 

was taken on     

February 13, 2009 

upon his return 

from his deploy-

ment in Manas, 

Kyrgyzstan with the 

117th Air Refueling 

Wing of the Ala-

bama Air National 

Guard. Dan is employed by Norfolk Southern Railway in  

Birmingham.  

 

News from Springwood school Alumni 
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Alumni News continued 

Creighton Zodrow is teaching Physical Education at Butler 

Elementary School in Santa Rosa Beach, Florida and serves 

as the middle school basketball coach as well as being the 

director of Walton County's southern recreational basketball 

program. Creighton, his wife Capri, and two sons Cayden and 

Camden live in DeFuniak Springs, Florida. (pictured above) 

Class of 1999 
Laura Meadors is living in Auburn, 

and is employed as the Executive As-

sistant to the Head Football Coach at 

Auburn University. After teaching for 

five years in the Auburn City School 

System, Laura changed from a career 

in education to more of a marketing/

public relations job and she loves it.  

Class of 2000 
Scott Simms recently relocated to Telluride, CO with his 

company.  He was named HR Manager for Capella Telluride, 

a West Paces Hotel. Scott has been employed by West Paces 

for 4 years, working previously in Daufuskie Island, SC, Chi-

cago and Augusta. 

Class of 2001 
Congratulations to 

Crystal Clark Brantley 

and her husband, Sid, 

on the birth of their 

son, Huck. The 

Brantley‟s live in 

Mount Sterling, Ken-

tucky.  Sid is a pilot 

and is working on his 

aviation mechanics 

certification.  Crystal 

is staying home with 

the baby and working on her masters of 

teaching in elementary education.  They 

plan to do mission work overseas in a 

couple of years - Sid will fly and Crys-

tal will teach. 
 

Kelli McCarthy is engaged to Mr. 

Charles Harrison Camp of Athens, GA. 

Their upcoming wedding is planned for 

October 10. Kelli currently teaches sec-

ond grade at Statham Elementary 

School, outside of Athens. Kelli‟s    

fiancé is a graduate of Young Harris College and the Univer-

sity of Georgia with a Bachelor of Science in Sports Studies. 

He currently coaches for Athens United Soccer Association. 

 

On May 16, 2009, Emily Pounds married Robert Lane from 

Monroe, LA. 

Class of 2002  
Clint Lovelace and Jennifer 

McGhee Lovelace „00  

welcomed son, Walker Clin-

ton, on February 5, 2009. He 

was 6 pounds 4 ounces and 19 

1/2 inches long. Walker is 

pictured on the right. 

 

 

Emily Dean Murray is a math 

teacher at Pelham High 

School and is living in Helena, 

AL.  Emily has one son,  

Dean Patrick Murray, who just turned 1. 

 

Class of 2005 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Emma Ashburner Cook and Kim Ward graduated from     

Auburn University on May 8.  Kim and Emma graduated 

from kindergarten, high school, and now college together.  

Congratulations Kim and Emma! 

 

 
Congratulations to 

Kasey and Colby 

Terry on the birth of 

their son on June 8, 

2009. He was 6 

pounds 1 ounce and 

his full name is 

Christian Lee Terry.  

Colby recently 

graduated from basic 

training in the Air 

Force  in San Anto-

nio and is now work-

ing on his training 

for his job.  



Volunteering has long been a tradition at Springwood and annually, the Alumni As-

sociation presents the Service to the School Award to a hard-working volunteer.  At 

our Honors Day Program this past May, we presented Mrs. Martha Scott with the 

2009 Service Award, not only for the countless hours she invested, but also for the 

way she inspired and motivated others through her outstanding volunteer work.  For 

the past 14 years, since her daughter, Mary Martha, was in K4, Martha Scott has 

shown extraordinary generosity and service to Springwood School. 
 

Martha‟s valuable work was usually behind the scenes at Springwood.  She gave so 

much time to so many different projects.  However, Martha‟s devotion to the “Labels 

for Education” program is one thing that really stands out. Clipping one label at a 

time, year after year, Martha promoted this program for our PTO, so much so that 

her own husband jokingly says she has Campbell‟s Soup running through her veins. 

Just recently, because of Martha‟s efforts, we have saved enough labels to win a mi-

nivan for the school. And last year, Martha was the driving force behind Springwood 

winning the $17,000 playground. She saw to it that Springwood sent in many, many 

entries to the playground contest and her perseverance paid off for Springwood!  

Also for many years, out of the goodness of her heart, Martha volunteered her time 

and energy to teach K4 and K5 PE classes for three hours very Tuesday morning at 

Springwood. 
 

Martha Scott is responsible for starting up the band program at Springwood in 1999. 

For the next ten years she was a tireless and faithful helper for this program -  trans-

porting students to band competitions, chaperoning band trips, and organizing  and 

chairing fundraisers. 

Martha has also been a valuable Spring-

wood School recruiter, working to retain 

and increase our enrollment. She wel-

comed new families to Springwood by   

offering her home and pool as a place to 

have fellowship with other Springwood 

families. Martha has a way of taking new 

families under her wing and helping to 

make them feel comfortable and by doing 

so, she makes them lifelong friends.  
 

Martha Scott has been a remarkable 

Springwood volunteer. She has demon-

strated exceptional service to Springwood 

with compassion, dedication, and commitment to excellence. The Springwood School 

Alumni Association expresses our sincerest gratitude to her and congratulates her for 

being the recipient of the 2009 Service to the School Award. 

Tennis Coach, Warren Nolen 
described Martha as the most 
loyal tennis team supporter 
over the last 6 years. He said, 
“Martha was involved in every 
aspect of the tennis program - 
transporting players to the 
away matches, making sure 
that there was an overabun-
dance of snacks and drinks for 
every competition, providing 
lodging for the annual beach 
trip and encouraging all of the 
tennis players to get involved in 
lessons to strengthen their 
games.  Martha’s generosity 
and volunteer spirit were an 
inspiration to all of us.”   

Margaret Williams Tramell ‘82,      

former PTO President commented, 

“Martha was my right hand for two 

years, but never took any of the credit 

for anything. She worked hard and 

asked for nothing in return.  She was 

always quietly there, doing what 

needed to be done and more, never 

wanting any limelight. I am thrilled 

to see Martha get some well deserved 

recognition.”   

2009 Service Award Winner—Mrs. Martha Scott 

 

 A year ago in May the Springwood Gym was formally named the Boswell Gymna-
sium honoring Larry Boswell’s commendable career and his dedication to Spring-
wood. Over the years, Larry Boswell touched many lives through teaching, coach-
ing, and school administration. Having served in many different capacities on our 
campus, he is special in the minds and hearts of two generations of Springwood 
families. Mr. Boswell was the first Athletic Director at Springwood.  During the 
years between 1971 and 1979 Mr. Boswell was Athletic Director, Head Coach, 
Assistant Headmaster and then Headmaster of Springwood School. He returned 
to Springwood in 2000 as High School Director and remained in that position until 
his retirement last spring. In January, we welcomed back Mr. Boswell and his 
family for the official dedication of the Boswell Gymnasium.  Left to right is Mr. 
Boswell’s son, Alex ,daughter-in-law, Hope, his wife, Betty Ann, former Spring-
wood teacher, Mr. Boswell, his daughter, Amy Boswell Horne, her husband, Brian, 
and their children, Joseph, and Grace (in front). 



 

Sp r i n g woo d  S ch o o l ’s  Fo u rt h  An n ua l  Wi ld ca t  Wo rkd ay  
On Friday, April 17, 2009, Springwood students, faculty, and parent volunteers provided 1400 hours of com-
munity service and completed 25 projects in the local area. Wildcat Workday is Springwood School’s annual 
outreach to the community and is the primary fundraiser for the school.  Wildcat Workday provides students 
with the chance to enjoy new experiences, meet new people, learn new skills, and put ideas and talents to 
work.  But most importantly, Wildcat Workday gives Springwood students the opportunity to make a differ-
ence in their community.  Our students offer service to the community free of charge and instead ask family 
members, friends, and businesses to sponsor them.  Recent Wildcat Workday fundraising has enhanced and 
expanded student and faculty technology at Springwood and helped to purchase a new school minibus. Below 
you can see Springwood faculty and 
students at work last April. 

Mrs. Thomas, along with a group 
of senior girls, painted the base-
ment walls in the old Lanett gym 
where the Boys and Girls Club 
meet. 

Mr. Freeman helped 10th graders clear a new 
walking trail behind Valley Haven School. 

Mrs. Willis and 9th grade students removed 
old mulch from children’s playground at 
Spring Road Christian Church. 

Mrs. Slade and 2nd graders planted   
flowers in the yard of an elderly 
friend. 

7th graders cleared the grounds at  
the Shawmut Airport for the City of 
Valley.  (Hunter Tramell , son of 
Margaret Williams Tramell ‘82    
pictured in front). 

7th graders landscaped the Lanett Congre-
gational Christian Church grounds. (Shown 
is Joe Neil, son of Greg Neil ‘83). 

Art Teacher, Maria Hays, and senior girls 
primed and painted “City of Lanett” sign on 
Hwy 29. 

A group of 11th grade students painted a 
building for West Point Parks and Recreation. 8th grade girls washed police 

cars for the City of Lanett. 



2009 Springwood Varsity Cheerleaders 

Front: Sydney Powers, Georgia    
Andrews, Sarah Lynn, Laura Moore, 
Kristen Oliver, Jamie Fuller.   
Back: Anna Key, Anna Moore,    
 Merrielle McCoy, Caryn Lynn,  
Jessica Fuller, Nicole Carter. 

 

Athletic Hall of Fame Nominations: 

The Springwood Athletic Hall of Fame was established in 2004 to recognize lasting athletic achievements 
of Springwood students.  To be eligible for nomination, individuals must have the following: 

 Must have attended Springwood for a minimum of 2 years and lettered in at least 2 sports.   

 Must have displayed outstanding athletic performance, team leadership, and individual achievement 
in sports supported by post-season honors (position as team captain, record-setting performance, 
district or state recognition, and/or winning an individual championship).   

 Will not be considered until more than fifteen years have passed since their Springwood graduation. 
 

Springwood alumni, as well as faculty, parents, and coaches are invited to submit nominations by email. 
The Springwood Alumni Council, along with current Springwood Administration, will review all nomina-
tions.  This year the deadline for receiving nominations is September 20, 2009.                                      
Please email your nomination to ahixon@springwoodschool.com ASAP. 

Results from  AISA  
Cheerleading Camp: 

 

3rd Place overall for Large  
Varsity Cheer 
 

3 Blue Superior Ribbons: 

 Cheer Evaluation 

 Extreme Routine 

 Game Day Evaluation 
 

2 Gold Superior Ribbons: 

 Final Cheer Evaluation 

 Final Extreme Evaluation 
 

Spirit Stick 
 

Laura Moore made AISA All-Star 
and All-American 

 

 Aug.  21    Chambers Jamboree         Away 

 Aug.  28    Ashford      Home 

 Sept.   4    Evangel      Home 

 Sept.  11    Pickens      Away 

 Sept.  18    Autauga      Home 

 Sept.  25    Shelby                                Home 

 Oct.     2    Open     

 Oct.     9    Edgewood      Away 

 Oct.   16    Lakeside               Away 

 Oct.   23    Lowndes      Home 

 Oct.   30    Hooper ** Homecoming    Home 
 

*All times start at 8:00 p.m. EST 

Springwood School  

2009 Varsity Football Schedule  
 



If plans are being made for any other class 
reunions please let us know about it.  Email 
ahixon@springwoodschool.com. 

Class of 1999 

10 year Class Reunion 

Contact Haley Estes at 706-518-1443  

for more information 

Class of 1999 

If you are out of college, please support your  

Alumni Association by sending in the annual $20 dues! 
This year’s membership in the Springwood Alumni Association runs July 1, 2009 to June 30, 2010.  The annual dues are the major 
source of income for the Association and are used to help fund Homecoming Activities, Alumni Career Day, Alumni Basketball 
Games and other events, Alumni Newsletters, and the Alumni Scholarship.  

Please complete the form below and mail back to the Alumni Association today.  We need your support.  If you would like to make 
a financial gift in honor of or in memory of, please do so.  The Alumni Director will notify the person / family and all gifts will be 
listed in the next Alumni Link.  The minimum amount to honor someone or for a memorial is $50. 
 
Name___________________________________________Year Graduated____________________ 

 

Address__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

City_______________________________State_______Zip Code____________________________ 

 

Telephone Numbers________________________________________________________________ 

 

Email Address_____________________________________________________________________ 

_______ I would like to join the Springwood Alumni Association for $20 

_______ I would like to make an additional gift of $____________** 

_______ I would like to make an additional honorarium/ memorial ($50 minimum) of  

$____________**in honor or memory of _________________________________________ 

** All donations except the $20 dues are tax deductible. 

 
Please share any information that you would like with us for the next newsletter: 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Springwood Homecoming 
October 30, 2009 

Springwood vs. Hooper 
 

Hope you will make plans to come 
 back this year! 

The Alumni Association 

needs volunteers to help 

with  Homecoming  activi-

ties. Please consider     

donating your time. 



Springwood School 

P.O. Box 1030 

Lanett, AL  36863 
 

Ann Merritt Hixon ‘77 

Alumni Director and Link Editor 

Phone: 334-644-2123 

Email: ahixon@springwoodschool.com 

Website: www.springwoodschool.com 

 

Parents of Alumni:  
Please forward this publication.  
If your child no longer maintains a 
permanent address at your home, 
please notify the Development 
Office of the new mailing address 
by calling 334-644-2123 or emailing 
ahixon@springwoodschool.com. 

Shown above: Mrs. Hill and Mrs. Combs were two of twenty-five Springwood  faculty 

members who recently attended a promethean board training class at  Columbus State 

University. Headmaster, Bill Parsons stated, “I was overwhelmed  by the enormous in-

terest of our Springwood staff who eagerly support the initiative to bring 21st century 

to our classrooms.  Thanks to this devotion from our staff and the support of Spring-

wood Alumni and friends, Springwood School will have a total of 18 Active-Boards   

using Promethean or SmartBoard technology in our classrooms when school begins 

this fall. These will provide learning opportunities for our students unparalleled in   

any school in our area.” 

 

 


