
1

U.S and British support for 
Hussein Regime
INTRODUCTION

“Whoever tries to climb over our fence, we will try to 
climb over his house. ” - Saddam Hussein

The Security Council is the organ of the United 
Nations that has the primary purpose of maintaining 
international peace and security. It was created in 
1945 and was one of the first organs established. 
At the beginning, there were a total of 11 members 
in the committee. Since 1965, those members have 
been changing, but 5 always remain and the other 10 
are non- permanent members. The non-permanent 
members are chosen by their ability to achieve goals 
by regions. They have two-year terms and are elected 
each year, since 5 of them were elected before and 
retire. Each country has a vote but, the five permanent 
members have “veto power”, which means that they can 
deny a resolution paper , in order to be changed in some 
way. The Historical Security Council is a committee that 

treats topics that at some point in history were highly 
relevant and that were discussed in the Security Council 
at that moment. (Britannica, T.

E. United Nations Security Council, 2019)

Since he was a teenager, Saddam Hussein started 
his anti-western and anti-british ideologies. During 
college, he joined the Baath Party, an iraqi political 
party that would later on get him to the presidency. In 
1956, he was part of a coup d’état against Abdul Karim 
Kassem, it ended up failing. Later, in 1958, Abdul Karim 
Kassem overthrew the iraqi monarchy and became 
the prime minister of Iraq. Saddam was wounded after 
the attempt, so he flew to Syria and Egypt. The Baath 
Party took over Iraq in 1963, but was overthrown that 
same year. Saddam was in jail for several years. After he 
escaped prison, he became the new leader of the Baath 
Party. With another coup d’etat, in 1968 he regained 
power with the support of the citizens that were against 
Kassem. Saddam gained a position in the government in 
the Revolutionary Command Council and finally became 
president in 1979. (Britannica, T. E. 2019)

United States of America first got involved because 
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of their fear of Iran taking over the Middle East and 
its oils reserves. In a period from 1979-1981, Irani 
revolutionaries kidnapped american diplomats. United 
States’ President, Donald Wilson Reagan, sent Donald 
Rumsfeld, former Secretary of Defense, to support Iraq 
in the armed conflict against Iran. For the five remaining 
years of the armed conflict, the US provided the armed 
forces of Iraq with new strategies, economic resources 
and ammunition. According to recent discoveries in 
released secret government documents, when Iraq 
attacked Kuwait in 1990, the United Kingdom supported 
Iraq by sending weapons; the main goal of UK’s support 
was to multiply the armament production and bring 
more income to the country. Before that, during the 
Iran-Iraq armed conflict, the UK had provided both raw 
materials and equipment to allow and perpetuate the 
creation and use of chemical weapons, such as mustard 
gas.

The support that was given to Iraq by the US and the 
UK was mainly unfair to Iran. The armed conflict of Iran 
and Iraq lasted from 1980-1988. One of the reasons it 
lasted various years was because of the support that 
was given to the Hussein Regime during the conflict. 

Such assistance ended up leaving around 1 million 
casualties for Iran, and approximately from 250,000 to 
500,000 casualties for Iraq. The UK also allowed and 
promoted the use of chemical weapons and aircraft 
against Iran. This is considered to have been one of the 
bloodiest conflicts in the Middle East, since almost half 
million people got a permanent disability.

Most nations in Europe and the Middle East were 
completely against the Iran and Iraq armed conflict. 
This meant that they neither wanted it to continue, nor 
did they wished for it to be supported. Many Arabs were 
also against it, because it was considered anti-Arab, 
due that they were attacking each other. In addition, 
the major amounts of casualties during the conflict and 
the continuous support to this conflict was seen as a 
violation of human rights.

Many of the reasons why this topic is still relevant today 
is because of the horrible acts that were committed 
during the regime. Such actions include the major 
violations to human rights, violence against women; 
not to mention the use of torture, executions and 
punishments. These were applied to anyone that didn’t 
agree with the regime. There are many more violent
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actions that prove that the Hussein Regime included 
countless bloody conflicts, where millions of lives were 
taken away.

Besides the United States and the United Kingdom, 
there are other countries that are included in the 
Hussein Regime. Such nations are Kuwait, Saudi 
Arabia, Egypt, Soviet Union, Iran, France, Germany, 
Japan, Jordan, Algeria, Sudan, Yemen, Tunisia and the 
Palestinian Liberal Organization.

The United States and the United Kingdom participated 
in the Iraq-Iran conflict, the Persian Gulf War and 
the Iraq armed conflict. The Soviet Union and Kuwait 
both participated in the Iraq-Iran conflict, while Saudi 
Arabia and Egypt asked for help to western countries to 
prevent the Persian Gulf armed conflict. USA and Egypt 
tried to stop an upcoming military conflict, encouraging 
Iraq and Kuwait to make a peace treaty, but failed. In 
the group that was against Iraq and alongside Kuwait, 
the were nations of Britain, France, Germany, the Soviet 
Union, Japan, Egypt and Saudi Arabia. On the other 
group that was allied with Iraq there were the nations 
of Jordan, Algeria, Sudan, Yemen, Tunisia and the 
Palestinian Liberation Organization. France, Germany 

and Russia also participated in the Iraq armed conflict, 
also known as the Second Persian Armed Conflict; 
although it was mainly a struggle between US and Iraq.

After the Iran-Iraq armed conflict ended, there were 
approximately 1 million casualties in Iran, and around 
250, 000 to 500, 000 casualties in Iraq. In this same 
conflict, nearly half million people were left permanently 
disabled. As a consequence, roughly 228 billion dollars 
were invested directly in the conflict and almost 400 
billion dollars in damages caused by the conflict, 
especially to companies that work with petroleum 
and cities that were affected. Around 100 thousand 
Iranies were killed with chemical weapons by the end 
of the conflict. Iran lost 150 thousand men in battle, 40 
thousand were missing in action, 2 thousand civilians 
were killed by bombings and missile strikes from 
Iraq because of the Iraq-Iran armed conflict. Of this 
same conflict, Iraq lost approximately 60 thousand 
men in battle and 6 thousand were killed by their own 
countries’ chemical weapons. In the Persian Gulf armed 
conflict Iran lost between 6 to 8 thousand men in battle.

On August 2, 1990, the United Nations’ Security Council 
established a resolution that imposed sanctions on Iraq. 
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It mainly demanded the withdrawal of military forces 
in Kuwait and called upon immediate and obligatory 
negotiations between the two parties. 4 days later, 
on August 6, 1990, the Security Council noticed that 
the revious sanctions were not followed by Iraq. As 
consequence it called for another resolution. Due to this 
document Iraq lost a considerable amount of financial 
and economic resources. After 3 days, on August 
9, 1990 another resolution was charted. It limited 
international relationships with Iraq. Such sanctions 
lasted until 2010, when the UN lifted them.

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

On July 23rd 1952, Gamal Abdel Nasser, along with 
other 80 Free Officers, stated a coup d’etat and 
overthrew the monarchy of Egypt. After this, the 
country was taken over by a Revolutionary council who 
kept as a puppet head of state Muhammad Naguib. In 
spring 1954, after Naguib was placed in house arrest, 
Nasser named himself prime minister. In January of 
1956, Nasser turned Egypt, through a new constitution, 
into a socialist Arab state with only one political party.

The Baghdad Pact, signed in February 1955, became 

a military protection plan against the threat of Soviet 
penetration after Great Britain’s and in 1956 Pakistan’s 
firm.

While Nasser took control over Egypt, things seemed 
to have a bright future. There was a secret contract 
with Czechoslovakia and the Soviet Union for armed 
conflict material. Great Britain and the United States 
had promised $270 million to finance the first stage of 
construction for a rockfill dam across the Nile, whose 
function would have been to produce energy and 
expand land for cultivation, known as the Aswan High 
Dam project.

On July 20th of 1956 John Foster Dulles, secretary of 
State, decided to cancel the offer. This was done since 
they discovered that the Egyptians had a deal with the 
Soviets; Britain followed its steps a few days later. It 
brought as consequence Nasser’s announcement of the 
nationalization of the Suez Canal on July 26th; this was 
an strategy to push the western countries to finance 
the dam. It led France and Britain to plan a coup d’etat 
against Egypt, by allying with Israel. They agreed that 
Israel would invade Sinai, whose military operations 
would endanger the security of the Canal; and with this 
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excuse, London and Paris could intervene to smooth 
things over between Israel and Egypt. Later, Israel 
accepted but Egypt did not, giving the excuse for the 
French-British intervention in the Suez Canal.

The plan begins to be carried out in 1956, with the 
intervention of the UN, who demands the withdrawal of 
the allies by recognizing the sovereignty of Egypt over 
the Suez Canal, achieving the withdrawal in March of 
1957. On July 14th, 1958, Abdel Karim Kassem, along 
with his followers and the help of Abdul Salam Arif, 
accomplished to overthrow the Iraq monarchy. This led 
Kassem to rule over the newly formed republic as the 
prime minister and Arif as a vice president. Throughout 
his government, the relationship between Iraq and 
Egypt, then ruled by Gamal Abdel Nasser, had its ups 
and downs.

When Syria and Egypt merged into the United Arab 
Republic in early 1958, they extended an invitation to 
Iraq to join them. Kassem decided that stabilizing the 
country was a priority and that he didn’t have any time 
to be a part of any federation. This brought certain 
resentment from Nasser to Kassem’s rule, who tried to 
bring Kassem’s rule to its downfall. At the end of 1958, 

the Nasserists within the Iraqi army tried to overthrow 
Kassem with the help of Vice President Arif. Arif is 
caught, deposed, sent to trial and sentenced to death; 
but he is pardoned and sent as ambassador to Germany.

In March 24th, 1959, Iraq abandoned the Pact of 
Bagdad. On October 7th of 1959, a Ba’ath party 
assassination team ambushes Kassem in Baghdad. 
This uprising was oppressed and it caused the removal 
of about 200 officers of non-certain loyalty. Saddam 
Hussein was part of the assassination team and he was 
forced to leave the country among the others who were 
involved. Kassem blames the United Arab Republic.

Saddam Hussein was born in the small town of al-
Awja, on April 28th of 1937, within a low-income family. 
By not being accepted into the Military Academy of 
Baghdad, he decided to be an active part of the Ba’ath 
party. Based on the attack in which Hussein participated 
against Nasser, he is forced to stay out of the country 
for four years.

After the attack, Kassem exiled all the Syrians and 
Egyptians of Iraq. He later terminated the agreements 
with the Iraq Petroleum Company, which had the 
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exclusive right to exploit oil wells and create the Iraq 
National Oil Company. With this, the West concluded 
that its policy has a Pro-Communist orientation, what 
he takes for granted when he rejects all American aid.

Over time, the support for Kassem decreased. By 
1960, he had repressed right and left- wing civilians 
and his government was only backed up by the army. 
With the detonation of the Kurdish revolution (who 
Kassem neglected to fulfill a promise of some measure 
of autonomy within the Iraqi state), the army officers 
became tired as they couldn’t seem to control the 
revolts. This and the constant purges within the military 
forces made some officers turn against Kassem in an 
open resistance. By February of 1963, Abdul Salam Arif 
led a coup d’etat that overthrew Kassem and led to his 
death.

In 1968, Arif is overthrown by Ahmed Hassan al-Bakr 
(Saddam’s Hussein uncle) and Hussein is named 
vice president. In 1971, the territorial problems 
between Iran and Iraq began, since Iran invaded some 
islands pertaining to Iraq. Nevertheless, in 1975, the 
Covenant of Algeria is signed, such document states a 
delimitation of territories.

In 1979, the Iranian revolution took place and, with the 
fall of the Shah of Iran and the ascent to the power of 
Ayatolah, Ruholla Khomeini founds the Islamic Republic 
of Iran, unleashes the repudiation by the West and takes 
the embassy of US with 64 diplomats. This produces the 
rupture of relations between Iran and the US. This led to 
the suspension of oil imports.

In 1979, Ahmed Hassan al-Bakr retires and leaves the 
power to Hussein.

With the religious threats that implied the possible 
destabilization of his regime by the Iranian Islamic 
fundamentalism, Saddam Hussein tries to take the 
political leadership of the region, and exerts pressure 
with chemical weapons against Iran. By 1980, the 
situation is finally neutralized by Iran, this internationally 
known as the oil conflict. Iran neutralized Iraqi oil 
exports to its allies with air strikes and bombing of 
ships from Iraq’s allied countries, such as Liberia, Saudi 
Arabia, and Kuwait. This caused the isolation of Iran, as 
well as its weakening, which forced him to accept the 
ceasefire in August 1988. Without having a winner, the 
war ended with great economic losses.
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The regime of Saddam Hussein was established 
in an individualist way, focused on his person. This 
conveniently appeals to the Sunni factor, branch of 
Islam to which he belonged, which is the minority in 
Iraq. It created a network of loyalties strengthened by 
fear and strength that Hussain prints to his clan of 
Tikrit. He knew how to play with the geopolitics of the 
Cold War; although, he lost support from Moscow and 
gained Western support, the Iranian revolution helped 
him to favor his image as the greatest dam against 
the Shi Islamism that the Ayatolah presented after the 
Iranian Revolution.

In the war between Iraq and Iran, Iraq received support 
from the United States, in the form of chemical 
weapons. After Iran’s defeat, he turns his eyes to 
Kuwait. In 1990, he denounced that Kuwait was illegally 
obtaining oil from wells that both had, which gives 
him the excuse to invade Kuwait in August. To this, the 
US demands the withdrawal. A few months later, the 
operation Shield of the Desert started, and could not 
overthrow the regime of Hussein.

Supported by other countries, such as Great Britain, the 
US invaded Iraq in 2003, overthrowing Hussein in a few 

hours. 

INTERNATIONAL ACTIONS

The international interventions in the regime of the 
well known dictator of Iraq, Saddam Hussein, where 
most of the times related to military armament and its 
distribution. The United States of America and Great 
Britain have proven to have secretly and repeatedly sold 
these kind of armament to Iraq during many of their 
armed conflicts, such as various internal revolutions and 
the Iraq-Iran and the Persian Gulf Armed Conflicts.

The Administration of the US’ President Ronald Reagan, 
during the first years of his government, in the 1980’s, 
is known for secretly providing classified intelligence 
to Iraq, as well as distributing American arms as an 
effort to help the president Saddam Hussein to be 
victorious and finally finish the conflict with Iran. The 
decision to help Iraq was made mainly because of the 
pressure the American Intelligence Agencies had made 
by warning the danger Iraq runned of being defeated by 
the powerful army of Iran; who had been supplied with 
shipments of American weapons a year before.
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The New York Times proves this when they reported, 
in 1995, that this administration decided in the same 
year they took office, to allow the shipping of American-
made weapons from Israel to Iran, which were worth 
many billion dollars. The fact that the United States 
of America was arming both nations is, for many, 
the evidence that U.S played a much important role 
than neutrality (which was claimed repeatedly by the 
White House) in the Iran-Iraq Armed Conflict. His 
Administration was conscious as well about the illegal 
distribution of American- made arms by Iraq’s Arab 
allies. The American Intelligence Agencies also used 
their high technology to provide Saddam Hussein secret 
conversations Iranian leaders had. They did this with 
help of the C.I.A. and ,as a top secret plan, only the 
most important people in the government knew about it.

Other countries near Iraq also provided the regime 
with armament. Countries like Saudi Arabia or Jordan 
sent small arms, compared to the missiles and other 
high-tech weapons in great quantities Kuwait had been 
sending. The government of the United States was 
conscious about the Jordanian armed forces sending 
American-made helicopters to Iraq, but decided to 

ignore it even though it was not allowed.

Later on, using the weapons that the Soviet Union 
and North America had given to defend itself, Saddam 
Hussein attacked the citizens of his own country 
with chemical weapons. This was done in regions at 
the north. An example is when in 1987, strikes were 
carried against Sardasht (a region that was fighting to 
gain independence from the nation). Hussein had an 
enormous debt with many Gulf countries who had been 
financiating the expensive conflict between Iraq and 
Iran. After failing on forcing Kuwait to forgive their debt, 
on August 2, 1990, Iraq occupied Kuwait and brought 
violence and terror to the oil-rich country.

Great Britain saw the Kuwait invasion as a great 
opportunity to expand its arms exportation to the 
countries in the Gulf. It is now known, thanks to the 
memos by the National Archives of England that Alan 
Clark and other ministers revealed, that the UK planned 
along with the Defence Export Services Organisation 
(DESO) to send military armament to nations near Iraq 
which were vulnerable to be attacked.

Clark sent a letter to the Prime Minister Margaret 
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Thatcher which said: “Whatever deployment policies 
we adopt I must emphasise that this is an unparalleled 
opportunity for DESO; a vast demonstration range with 
live ammunition and ‘real’ trials.” (Clark, 1990, cited in 
The Guardian, 2017)

Joe Lo, a researcher at Campaign Against Arms Trade, 
said to The Guardian “These revelations show that the 
UK government saw the coming of the first Gulf war not 
as an impending humanitarian catastrophe, but as an 
opportunity for arms companies to profit from the death 
and destruction.” (Lo, 2017, cited in The Guardian, 2017)

On August 10th, 1990, the UN declared null the 
annexation of Kuwait to Iraq’s territory. The Security 
Council asked Saddam Hussein to withdraw his troops 
from Kuwait; but he refused, and Iraq’s Representative, 
Abdul Amir al-Anbari, told the Council that “Iraq’s 
annexation, was an attempt to end the ‘’splintering of 
the region’’ caused by the colonial powers that had 
‘’transformed the Arab nation into 22 Arab states, 
redrawing the map of the region.’’ And that it was part 
of the reunification of his country.” (Amir al-Anbari, 
1990, cited in The New York Times, August 10, 1990)

The US and the Soviet Union acted together to isolate 
Kuwait after its invasion. This was done by cutting 
all supplies and exports; they were then followed by 
France and Great Britain. Later on, including the nations 
mentioned before, a United States-led coalition of 34 
countries known as Operation Desert Shield with over 
500,000 American soldiers, took place. This operation 
was implemented in order to attack Iraq in strategic 
locations. Their main goal was to force Hussein to 
abandon both the territory of Kuwait and his ideals of 
taking over other Arab nations. The year after, Operation 
Desert Storm was released; it was a five-week attack of 
intelligent bombs which were able to locate the target. 
Even though Iraq lost, Saddam Hussein was allowed to 
remain in power, this decision was against the first goal 
of the coalition of ending with his dictatorship.

After the September of 2001 attacks carried by 
belligerent groups, a new armed conflict started. 
American Intelligence Agencies and other international 
spies, claimed that Saddam Hussein possessed 
dangerous weapons of mass destruction and that 
he had relations with Al Qaeda belligerent group in 
Afghanistan. This is why the United States’ President, 
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George Walker Bush, and his cabinet declared a state 
of ballistic conflict on Iraq. The US also convinced 
other countries, like Great Britain, to do the same. They 
invaded Iraq without the explicit authorization of the 
Security Council, due that there was not a reliable way 
to know whether there were massive destruction arms 
under the possession of Iraq.

National Security Advisor, Condoleezza Rice, said in 
September, 2002, to CNN “We don’t want the smoking 
gun to be a mushroom cloud,” (Condoleezza, 2002, cited 
in Business Insider, Mar. 20, 2018). The US’ President 
and Vice President, Dick Cheney, repeatedly affirmed 
that Hussein had these kind of armament. President 
Bush gave Saddam Hussein 48 hours to surrender. 
Nevertheless, on March 20, 2002, through a live stream, 
Baghdad was heavily bombed. On April 2003, the 
capital city fell, and Saddam Hussein was captured and 
executed. The American troops never found any massive 
destruction weapons.

In 2009, the British Prime minister, Gordon Brown, 
created the Chilcot Inquiry. This was accomplished in 
order to investigate the involvement that Great Britain 
had on the invasion. In 2015, Tony Blair, former Great 

Britain’s prime minister, made a public apology for 
invading Iraq; he stated “I apologise for the fact that 
the intelligence we received was wrong. I also apologise 
for some of the mistakes in planning and, certainly, our 
mistake in our understanding of what would happen 
once you removed the regime.” (Blair, 2015, cited in 
The Guardian, Oct. 2nd, 2015). There are, and have 
been, many attempts to prosecute him. Gordon Brown 
claimed, in 2017, that the US Defence Department 
knew Saddam did not possess any massive destruction 
weapons, but kept it as a secret to the UK.

UN ACTIONS

During Hussein’s Regime, the UN Resolution of 1483, 
tried to establish an improved relationship between 
countries. Such nations were the US, France, Germany 
and Russia; these countries were against the armed 
conflict of Iraq. Essentially, it included humanitarian aid, 
help to reconstruct the infrastructure of Iraq, promoting 
the protection of human rights and getting other 
countries to contribute with resources or more help for 
Iraq. When the UN was delivering food to Iraq, many 
convoys were attacked in their way there and also some 
of the warehouses were looted and the food was stolen.
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On August 10th, 1990, the United Nations’ Security 
Council voted unanimously to declare that the 
annexation of Kuwait to Iraq was null. This was the 
third time in the week that the UN had condemned the 
invasion of this country. The delegate in representation 
of Iraq stated that the invasion of Kuwait had as only 
purpose to unificate the Arab world, which had been 
in the past divided by western powers. However, the 
United Nations answered that it did not have any legal 
validity and was declared null. The UN also allowed 
other countries to use all necessary means, and was 
conscious about the presence of naval forces from 
France and USA near Iraq.

Some days before, on August 6th, 1990, the United 
Nations Security Council had created the Resolution 
number 661 in its 2933rd meeting. Such Resolution 
reaffirmed a resolution created four days before. This 
Resolution stated that Iraq had failed to comply with 
the previous resolution of restoring peace and stopping 
the invasion in Kuwait. It gave three resolutions which 
declared that: any economical deal between Iraq and 
the now taken Kuwait with any other nation was not 
allowed; that it was encouraged to all nations, including 

non- members, to act according to the resolution, 
as well as providing the necessary information to 
the Security Council; that all nations should take the 
necessary measures to liberate Kuwait; it asks all 
nations not to recognize the non-legitime government 
of Kuwait, among others.

Finally, on November 29th, 1990, the Security Council 
created the Resolution 678. This Resolution stated 
that all nations should use all necessary means to 
liberate Kuwait. It gave as deadline January 15th, 1991, 
to Saddam to surrender. This led to the creation of the 
Operation Desert Shield.

In the United Nations Security Council Resolutions 
(UNSCRs) the following resolutions can be found:

UNSCR 678 (November 29th, 1990)

Iraq must comply to all the conditions regarding to the 
illegal invasion to Kuwait in the UNSCR 600.

UNSCR 686 (March 2nd, 1991)

Iraq must release prisoners, return territory taken from 
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Kuwait during the Gulf War and accept liability under 
international law for the damages in Kuwait.

UNSCR 687 (April 3rd, 1991) Iraq must accept the 
removal or destruction of any chemical and biological 
weapons and all components of research, development 
or manufacturing of them [United Nations Special 
Commission (UNSCOM) is created to verify this

Iraq must agree not to acquire or develop nuclear 
weapons [International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) in 
charge of verifying this].

Iraq must accept the removal and destruction, under 
international supervision, of ballistic missiles with a 
range greater than 150 KM.

Iraq must not commit or support any belligerent acts.

UNSCR 688 (April 5th, 1991)

Iraq must end immediately repression to its civilians.

Iraq must allow immediate access to international 
humanitarian organizations to those who need any type 

of assistance.

UNSCR 707 (August 15th, 1991)

Condoms Iraq’s violation to the UNSCR 687.

UN and IAEA inspectors have unconditional access 
allowed by Iraq, who also must provide transportation, 
medical and logistical support.

UNSCR 715 (October 11th, 1991)

Iraq must fully and willingly cooperate with the UN and 
IAEA.

UNSCR 715 (October 11th, 1991)

Iraq’s military must not be used in hostile manners.

Iraq must cooperate fully with UN inspectors.

UNSCR 1051 (March 27th, 1996)

Iraq must inform shipments of dual-use items related to 
weapons of mass destruction to the UN and IAEA.
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UNSCR 1137 (November 12th, 1997)

Iraq must ensure safety to UN’s inspectors (United 
Nations, 1990)

POINTS TO DISCUSS

What could have been some possible solutions?

Why weren’t these countries impartial?

How could so many deaths have been prevented?

What policies could have been established? 

Was it ethical?

Should sanctions be applied now?

What were their roles in the conflict?

How did their support affect the conflict?

What have recent unveiled files shown?

How can we prevent this in future armed conflicts?

What do these countries have to say about the topic?

Should these two countries be temporarily away from 
participating in armed conflicts and issues where their 
participation is not crucial?
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