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Topic A: Development of 
post-conflict peacekeeping 
measures  

INTRODUCTION 

The Economic and Social Council is one of the six main 
organs of the United Nations. It was established by 
the UN Charter in 1946. Topics related with economy, 
society and culture are debated and analyzed by it 54 
members, which are selected by the General Assembly 
for the time of 3 years. It also coordinates, reviews 
policies and international dialogue, and provides 
recommendations on international issues. ECOSOC is 
part of the achievement of the goals of the UN and it 
has been involved in multiple issues throughout history. 

Peace refers when two or more factions are able to 
solve problems or conflicts without any violence, in 
order to improve their quality of life. In fact, peace is 
when people live in a safe environment, without fear of 

any kind of violence and everyone is equal. Peace also 
means that there is justice and effective laws that help 
protect the human rights, as well as the basic needs 
for the wellbeing. A peaceful environment is often 
represented when a person has the same opportunities 
to make a living and participate in the decisions of their 
country. (International Alert, n.d) 

The United Nations has created a program called 
Peacekeeping also known as the Blue Helmets. Such 
program has proven to be very effective by helping 
host countries to navigate during the difficult trajectory 
from being a victim of a  conflict to achieving a state 
of peace. It has many advantages, these include 
legitimacy, burden sharing, ability to deploy and sustain 
the troops that are send from all around the world, 
as well as, integrating them with the people that are 
also peacekeepers. They provide security and the 
peacebuilding support needed in order to help the 
countries to make this transition. Peacekeepers have 
three main principles, which are: consent the parties, 
impartiality, and the non-use of force, only when it is in 
self-defense. (United Nations Peacekeeping, n.d.) 

Over the past 20 years, peacekeeping has proven 
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to be a very effective way to end or deploy many 
of the conflicts; there are currently 14 operations 
on the four continents. They are not only called for 
security and to maintain peace, but they also help 
with political processes during the organization of the 
elections to protect the civilians and the human rights. 
Peacekeeping also involves providing help during the 
disarmament, demobilization and reintegration of the 
conflicts that are currently happening, among many 
other things.  

In order to maintain peace after a conflict, the 
United Nations created the Security Council. The 
Security Council, as it is stated in its name, deals 
with international security. The United Nations also 
established the General Assembly, and it works along 
the Security Council to maintain peace and security 
among nations. The Preventive Diplomacy Mediation is 
also a very effective way to improve the quality of life 
of  people that are suffering from military conflicts as 
well as the economic costs. As it was already mentioned 
before, peacekeeping is also a very effective way to 
keep the peace, as the name already says it.  

It is also important to mention that countering 

belligerent groups and disarmament are been called 
upon a lot recently. In 2006, the Global Counter-
Terrorism Strategy was adopted by the United 
Nations. The disarmament is supported by the Office 
for Disarmament Affair that keeps peace and safety 
worldwide, in the pursuit of the elimination of nuclear 
weapons and other threats of massive destruction. 
(United Nations, n.d.) 

Operations regarding peacekeeping were established 
back in 1948, when the Security Council authorized 
that a small number of military observers travel to 
the Middle East to analyze the Armistice Agreement 
between Israel and the other Arab countries. During 
the last 70 years, over a million people have become 
peacekeepers in more than 70 UN peacekeeping 
operations.  

Initially, their primary goal was to maintain the 
ceasefires and stabilize situations so that governments 
could solve conflicts peacefully. These missions mainly 
consisted on military observations, and lightly armed 
troops that were in charge of monitoring, reporting and 
supporting people. Nowadays, they adapt to the type 
of conflict there is and while most of the Blue Helmets 
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help the military or the police, 14% of them serve the 
civilian leadership, working on areas of political and civil 
affairs, human rights, logistics, administration and more.  
(United Nations Peacekeeping, n.d.) 

 It was estimated that on May 16, 2019, there were 
multiple bellic conflicts in every part of the world. In 
Africa, it was though that 30 countries were involved 
and 265 armed groups; especially in Central African 
Republic, Congo, Egypt, South Sudan, Nigeria, 
among others. Meanwhile, in Asia, 16 countries had 
a struggle with 181 groups that challenge national 
security; primarily in Afghanistan, Pakistan, and the 
Philippines. In the Americas, 7 nations have to deal 
with 30 drug cartels and violent groups; mainly in 
Colombia, Venezuela and Mexico. In Europe, 10 nations 
are struggling with 82 bellic groups; especially Ukraine. 
Finally, in the Middle East, there are 7 countries fighting 
against 260 military groups; mostly in Iraq, Israel, Saudi 
Arabia, Syria, and Yemen. (Wars in the World, 2019).  

Some of the successful cases of peace after an armed 
conflict are the United Nations Operation in the Congo 
(ONUC), United Nations Security Force in West New 
Guinea (UNSF), United Nations Yemen Observation 

Mission (UNYOM), United Nations Peacekeeping Force 
in Cyprus (UNFICYP), United Nations India-Pakistan 
Observation Mission (UNIPOM), The United Nations 
Iran-Iraq Military Observer Group (UNIIMOG), First 
United Nations Angola Verification Mission (UNAVEM I), 
United Nations Transition Assistance Group (UNTAG), 
United Nations Observer Group in Central America 
(ONUCA), and many others.  

Among the achievements of such operations, there 
is the withdrawal of opposing forces, and providing 
assistance to governments, in order to maintain law and 
national and/or international order, peace and security. 
It should be noted that, as well as every operation, there 
are some risks that the peacemakers face. Since the 
beginning of peacekeeping missions, 3500 people have 
lost their lives in peace operations and 943 out of them, 
were killed with violence.  

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

Armed conflicts can occur at an either international or 
national way. Nowadays, the most famous ones took 
place during the 20th century and the beginning of the 
21st. These ones are World War I (1914-1918) and World 
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War II (1939-1945). World War I was an international 
conflict between two factions: the Central Powers 
(Germany, Austria-Hungary, Turkey) and the Allies 
(France, Great Britain, Russia, Italy, Japan, and the 
United States). This conflict ended in 1918, when the 
Central Powers were defeated, leaving massive amounts 
of destruction and deaths. 21 years later, the Second 
World War emerged; were Axis powers (Germany, Italy, 
and Japan) battled against the Allies (France, Great 
Britain, United States, Soviet Union, and China). On 
May 1945, Germany surrendered; ending WWII. Shortly 
after both conflicts ended, nations opted for creating 
peacekeeping measures, and the ones that stand 
out the most are about the creation of international 
organizations.  

After World War I, in 1920, the League of Nations was 
developed, with the purpose of preventing another 
international bellic conflict. Among its achievements, 
it helped Poland to recognize Lithuania’s independence 
(1920), and accomplished peace between Bulgaria 
and Greece after the Greek invaded Bulgaria and left 
multiple casualties from both countries (1925).  It also 
established the Geneva Protocol with the purpose of 

liming a nation’s chemical and biological weaponry 
(1920s); and the World Disarmament Conference whose 
main objective was international disarmament (1930s). 
Nonetheless, in 1939, World War II emerged, annulling 
the League of Nations.  

After World War II, on October 24, 1945, the United 
Nations was officially created. 51 Member States 
(although they were initially 50 countries, but Poland 
joined later) signed in and agreed to follow UN’s four 
main purposes: maintaining international peace and 
security, developing relations between countries, 
international cooperation to solve worldwide crises, and 
bringing nations together in order to fulfill the previous 
purposes. Nowadays, it counts with 193 Member states 
and 2 countries that are observers (the Holy See and 
Palestine).  

Treaties have also been used as a peacekeeping 
solution. An example is the Treaty of Portsmouth (1905) 
that ended the Russo-Japanese War of 1904-1905 
with a peace arrangement. There is also the Treaty 
of Versailles (1919), signed after WWII by the Allies 
and Germany; providing several German territories to 
neighbouring nations,  as well as limiting Germany’s 
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capacities. The Balkan Pact (1953) managed to have 
territorial integrity between Greece, Turkey, Romania, 
and Yugoslavia. Finally, another notorious example is the 
Moscow Peace Treaty (1970) between Germany and the 
USSR in order to normalize diplomatic relations between 
them.  

The UN peacekeeping actions began in the 1940s. Its 
first operation was the United Nations Truce Supervision 
Operation (UNTSO), to prevent the development of 
greater crises in the Middle East. At first, missions 
involved military force; however, through time the UN 
carried its missions through administration, monitoring 
and with the assistance of humanitarian workers. 

The UN’s first mission operation (UNTSO) is, up to 
date, still in progress, along with other ones that were 
established shortly after that one. Some examples are 
the United Nations Military Observer Group in India 
and Pakistan (UNMOGIP), that supervises and helps to 
ceasefire between both nations; and the United Nations 
Interim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL) that counts with 
more than 10,500 peacekeepers that work in intense 
operations Since 1948, the United Nations has been 
able to help post conflict areas through international 

peacekeeping operations. 

One of the UN’s recognized missions is the United 
Nations Operation in Côte d’Ivoire (UNOCI), in 2004, 
due to the lack of state authority in such nation. The 
operation’s goal was to facilitate the implementation 
of peace agreements by the Ivorian parties. After 
its 2010 Presidential elections, the country was still 
supervised by the mission to ensure the well-being of 
the civilians, supervise the government in disarmament, 
demobilization and reintegration as well as monitor 
Human Rights fulfillment. The mission was achieved on 
June 30, 2017. Other of their successful missions have 
taken place in Sierra Leone, Haiti, Liberia, Haiti, etcetera. 
(United Nations Peacekeeping, n.d) 

In the next image, the Peacekeeping organization 
describes the actions that were done in order to 
complete the case in Côte d’Ivoire. Figure 1.

Although these operations have led several countries 
into a path of redevelopment of political and social 
stability, there had also been failed missions. One of 
them was during the Rwandan genocide in 1994, where 
peacekeepers stood back as thousands of Tutsi (ethnic 

Figure 1

UN Peacekeeping Completes Job in Côte d’Ivoire. 
Adapted from “UN Peacekeeping”, UN Peacekeeping, UN 
Peacekeeping. Retrieved on February 28, 2019, from https://
peacekeeping.un.org/en/our-successes Copyright 2019 by 
UN Peacekeeping. 
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group) were slaughtered by the Hutu (Bantu social 
group). Another unsuccessful attempt of peace was in 
Bosnia in 1995, where dangerous regions were declared 
safe areas for Muslims; this led to deaths of thousands 
due to the Serbs. Nevertheless, these setbacks 
have motivated the UN to constantly improve their 
peacebuilding operations. (Boot, 2000) 

There have been cases in which several individuals 
have decided to use coup d’etats to achieve their rise 
to power, some of them increasing violence and fear 
inside a country.  Among the most significant one is the 
2004 Haitian Coup d’Etat, the Ecuadorian Coup in 2005, 
and a military coup in Mauritania that same year. There 
had been other attempted coups, however only some of 
them turn out “successful”. 

Several peace organizations are:  

. Control Arms Campaign: works to stop the flow of 
arms that disturb peace. 

. Pathways to Peace: focused on urging the international 
community to refocus on the prevention of violent 
conflicts. 

. Global Partnership for the Prevention of Armed 
Conflict: global network that connects civil society 
organizations dedicated to conflict prevention and 
peacebuilding. 

. Global Peace Foundation: promotes a value-based 
approach on peace by building models of development 
for an ethical society and family empowering.  

. International Peace Bureau: gathers the knowledge 
of over more than 300 member organizations to bring 
efficient social movements through international 
conferences, dialogue with governments and education 
programmes.  
In the following image, the current peacekeeping 
operations that have been going on as early as 1946 are 
shown: 

Figure 2. Current UN Peacekeeping Operations: 
Number of Years Active. Adopted from “Global Peace 
Operations”, Global Peace Operations, Global Peace 
Operations.  Retrieved on February 28, 2019, from 

Figure 2
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https://peaceoperationsreview.org/strategic-summary-
2016-un-peace-operations-by-the-numbers/ Copyright 
2017 by United Nations.  

CURRENT RELEVANCE 

It is also important to mention the highlights of the 
past five years; such as the establishment of the United 
Nations Multidimensional Integrated Stabilization 
Mission in the Central African Republic (MINUSCA) in 
2014, the Closing of the International Criminal Tribunal 
for Rwanda in 2015, and the closing of both of the 
successful missions in Cote d’Ivoire and in Haiti in 2017. 

Nowadays, peacekeeping after armed conflicts is crucial 
for the world’s security and unification. However, it 
is also a challenge, as it requires sustained support, 
monitoring, the enhancing of human rights, and the 
insurance of the well-being of affected civilians and 
refugees. Peacekeeping is substantial, since if the 
appropriate measures are not taken, either the affected 
areas will remain unsustainable and vulnerable, or the 
conflict can be restarted. Currently, the Department 
of Peace Operations is involved in 14 operations, most 
of them located in Africa and the Middle East. In the 

following image, the location of these missions is 
shown. (ECOSOC, n.d.) 

Figure 3. Peacekeeping Operations. Adopted from 
“United Nations Peacekeeping”, United Nations 
Peacekeeping, United Nations Peacekeeping. Retrieved 
on February 27, 2019, from 

https://peacekeeping.un.org/en/where-we-operate 
Copyright 2019 by United Nations Peacekeeping.  

The United Nations Mission in the Republic of 
South Sudan (UNMISS)  is among these operations. 
Determined as a threat to international peace by the 
Security Council in July 2011, the situation of the 
birth of the nation was condemned to said mission, in 
order to cease hostilities and to protect the civilians; 
ensuring their human rights and therefore ensure the 
sustainable development of South Sudan. The UNMISS 
budget is currently of more than 1 billion USD, with 
the involvement of 7,900 uniformed personnel. As of 
January 2019, the top contributors were Rwanda, India, 
and Ethiopia.  

Other peacekeeping operations include the United 

Figure 3
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Nations Disengagement Observer Force (UNDOF) 
established in 1974 in Golan, the United Nations 
Military Observer Group, founded in 1951 in India and 
Pakistan (UNMOGIP) and the 2013 United Nations 
Multidimensional Integrated Stabilization Mission in Mali 
(MINUSMA). These actions are still working for peace 
and security inside and among nations. 

Although the UN peacekeeper agreement states that 
force should not be used unless it is for self-defense, as 
of 2017 their death toll was of 53 casualties. This is why 
in some hostile missions involving militias or guerrillas 
it has been established to let them use force in order to 
fulfill their mission; however, security continues to be 
one of their biggest challenges. (Barkai, n.d) 

Violent extremist groups are also a challenge when it 
comes to peacekeeping. Examples of the main identified 
ones are Al Qaeda, Al Shabaab, Hizballah, ISIS, Kahane 
Chai, Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC) 
and Don’t Be a Puppet. Such type of groups has been 
disturbing peace for decades, difficulting peacekeeping 
after armed conflicts. Violent anarchists are also a 
threat to peace, as they have as an idea that society 
can only be created through force. Measures such 

as murders, bombings, riots, and severe threats are 
included among their actions.  

One case of a guerrilla is the previously mentioned 
FARC in Colombia. Founded in 1964 and based in a 
communist ideology, the FARC was one of the oldest 
and richest guerrilla group in the country, counting 
with more than 10, 000 armed soldiers. Through violent 
actions, this group opposed to the wealth due to the 
influence of foreign corporations and governments. 
The FARC called for a permanent ceasefire on June 
23, 2016. The following year, in 2017 FARC turned 
over their last accessible weapons, which included 
more than 8,100 guns and about 1.3 million cartridges, 
to UN representatives. Later on, this group shifted 
into a political party, with ten unelected seats in the 
Colombian legislature guaranteed. 

Some of the main conflicts happening worldwide, 
nowadays,  include the crisis of Myanmar and 
Bangladesh, the Belic conflicts inside Yemen, 
Afghanistan, and Syria, and the humanitarian crisis 
going on in Ukraine, the Republic of Congo and 
Venezuela. Among others, these must be taken as 
matters of concern for finding peacekeeping measures.  
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(Malley, 2018) 

While the total amount of fatalities has decreased in 
2018, countries in Asia, Africa, and the Middle East 
have been experiencing more violence; as the number 
of locations as well as the number of armed activists 
have risen since 2017. The armed conflict in Afghanistan 
has been going on since 2001 and has been recognized 
as the deadliest country according to the Armed 
Conflict Location & Event Data Project (ACLED). Both 
Syria and Yemen had the highest rates of organized 
political violence in 2018; it is to add that Syria was 
also identified as the deadliest place for civilians, since 
around 7,100 of their deaths were recorded this year. 
These three mentioned hotspots had the highest death 
tolls and violence rates in 2018. In the image below the 
different types of violent acts in Africa and Asia are 
shown, as it can be seen, violence against civilians is a 
trend, as well as riots in Asian countries. (ACLED, n.d) 

Figure 4. Violent acts in Africa and Asia. Adapted from 
“ACLED Data”, ACLED Data, ACLED Data. Retrieved on 
February 28, 2019, from https://www.acleddata.com/
dashboard/ Copyright 2019 by ACLED Data. 

Not all conflicts are as notable as the ones that were 
previously mentioned, there are also disguised conflicts 
happening. The Philippines are presently experiencing 
a lethal conflict due to the state terror campaign 
known as the “War on Drugs”, it  started by its current 
president Rodrigo Duterte. This silent conflict has taken 
away the lives of over 1,000 civilians, which are more 
than in other countries facing a crisis, such as Iraq or 
Somalia. (ACLED, n.d) 

As previously mentioned, peace-building is a major 
task for the whole international community, therefore 
measures to achieve this have been implemented. 
These ones highlight three goals: promoting justice and 
healing, preventing further conflicts and the promotion 
of institutional change. Among them are the restoration 
of the civilian educational system, sustainable 
development,  and the reinforcement of the law. For 
this to have had happened, treaties, resolutions, and aid 
from governmental and nongovernmental organizations 
had to be implemented. Some of the most relevant are 
the United Nations Peacebuilding Fund, established in 
2006; the Brahimi Report; and ECOSOC’s decision on 
African Countries Emerging from Conflict on July 2012. 

Figure 4
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(Protopapa, n.d.). 

INTERNATIONAL ACTIONS 

The international actions are being carried 
out by different governmental foundations or 
intergovernmental departaments, between countries not 
directly associated with the United Nations to combat 
this kind of problem.  

Some of the international actions taken towards 
peacekeeping are:  

. The North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO): a 
leading contributor in crisis management involving 
countries of Europe and North America. It has the 
capacity to militarily act either alone or along with 
governments and international organizations to 
maintain peace and security. Currently some of its most 
important actions are taking place in: 

. Afghanistan: NATO is leading Resolute Support, 
launched on January 1st 2015. It is a non-combat 
mission focused in assisting Afghan security forces 
and institutions to provide an effective and safe 

development and functioning of the country, and to 
prevent it from becoming bellic groups’ haven.  

. Kosovo: after the country’s independence in 2008, 
NATO has been helping to professionalize  the Kosovo 
Security Force as well as achieving an effective dialogue 
between Pristina and Belgrade.  

. Mediterranean Sea: Since the Twin Towers’ event on 
September 11, 2001, NATO has been taking measures to 
control the threat of international terrorism by detecting 
and deterring such activity. 
. The International Development Association: being 
the World Bank’s institution that funds for the most 
economically unstable, it has provided more than 
$22 billion USD in post-conflict reconstruction and 
assistance.  

. Interpeace: after becoming independent from 
the UN in 2000, it has continued to bring together 
governments, multilaterals, UN agencies and experts to 
analyze peacebuilding efficiency.  

. European Union Peacebuilding Partnership: established 
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tvvvasdby the European Commision; it has helped to develop 
early warning systems, providing reconciliation 
measures and improves post-conflict recovery solutions.  

Other contributions to peacekeeping are the Economic 
Community of West African States (ECOWAS) with its 
missions in Liberia, Sierra Leone and Côte d’Ivoire;  the 
European Union’s missions in Bosnia and Herzegovina 
and Macedonia; and the African Union’s operations in 
Sudan and Somalia.  

The United States is also a leading country in 
peacekeeping intervention. More than a dozen of 
countries have received American aid with the 
purposes of conflict, peace, security and emergency 
response. Other main contributions of the United 
States in peacekeeping are in the International Security 
Assistance Force in Afghanistan, the United States 
Forces Korea and the Operation Ocean Shield in 
the Gulf of Aden. In the figure below, some of these 
contributions can be observed: 

 UN ACTIONS 

The ECOSOC Ad Hoc Advisory Groups, established 

in 2002, were created to help define the long-term 
programmes of support for the countries that are 
emerging from a conflict; two groups were created, 
the Guinea-Bissau and Burundi. In that same year, the 
Ad Hoc Advisory Group on Haití was created with the 
goal to prove the help they need to promote the social-
economic recovery.  

In 2011 the council invited, specially the United Nations, 
funds and programmes to keep a close eye on South 
Sudan and their activities; and in 2012, ECOSOC 
requested to create a session to discuss about how the 
UN development is being implemented, integrated and 
coordinated in South Sudan.  

The United Nations has agendas that help to keep 
peace after a conflict. Addis Ababa Action of the Third 
International Conference no Financing for Development 
is focused on the ability to finance the reconstruction 
efforts previously discussed in the United Nations’ 
2030 agenda (focused on international sustainable 
development). A Conflict Sensitive Methodology is being 
tested and implemented in the countries of Liberia, 
Lebanon and Zimbabwe. They try to hold national 
interventions in order to integrate the sustainable 
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development principles into national development 
strategies to make them part of peacekeeping. Such 
organizations also conduct trainings focused at applying 
sensitive conflict methodologies and NSDS guidelines; 
and participate in regional meetings to facilitate 
networking, and sensitize their neighbors and 

their own country to incorporate the sustainable 
development principles. (Change the World Model 
United Nations NYC 2019, 2019) 

In 2005 the World Summit approved the creation of a 
new Peacebuilding Commission; and in the resolution 
60/180 and 1645 (2005) the General Assembly and 
Security Council proposed to include some strategies 
for post-conflict Peacebuilding and recovery. They 
also concluded that the commission needed to extend 
the period of international attention on post-conflict 
countries and that it is necessary to approach every 
situation that threatens Peacebuilding. (UN Economic 
and Social Council, n.d.) 

The United Nations has many purposes and of them 
is “to achieve international co-operation in solving 
international problems of an economic, social, cultural, 

or humanitarian character” (United Nations, n.d.). It 
also has an office called Office for the Coordination 
of Humanitarian Aid; and in this office, the Central 
Emergency Response Fund is the fastest way to get 
humanitarian response and help. The major aspects 
they focus on helping are: helping refugees, helping 
children, feeding the malnourished and healing the sick.  

Since 1948, there have been 70 peacekeeping 
operations in the whole world. The missions have 
been more effective when it is a about decreasing 
the intensity of a conflict, protecting civilians and 
containing the diffusion and recurrence in post-conflict 
phases. The peacekeeping measures are established 
depending on the conditions that could affect the 
operation. The main factors are: mission type, size and 
composition. These are the signs from the international 
community and empower of the peacekeepers that halt 
the violence to guarantee the implementation of peace 
agreements. (Salvatore, Ruggeri, 2017)  

 Peacekeeping organizations, such as the United 
Nations, have a couple of limitations and principles 
that are fundamental in order for the missions to 
be successful, some of them are:  they work under 
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the regulation of the Security Council and Secretary 
General, they must remain impartial and minimal 
defence is only allowed in self defence.  

Mullenbach (2005) explained the variation in the 
establishment of peacekeeping missions in the 213 
intra-state conflicts, during the period from 1945 
to 2002, established by either the United Nations, 
a Regional Intergovernmental Organization, a  state 
or  a coalition of several states. The central argument  
brought  forward  entails  that  factors located  on  the  
international  system  level (such as existing  military 
alliances or the power status of the conflict state) offer 
the best explanation for third parties’ decisions  on  
peace  operations  in  civil  conflicts. 

POINTS TO DISCUSS 

Armed conflicts and its consequences 

1. Violence 
a. Statics on brute, military, paramilitary and 
international force implementation 
during a conflict 
b. How does violence make a conflict grow? 

2. Prevention of armed conflicts 
a. Measures used during the solution of a conflict 
b. Concept of peacekeeping in several conflicts 
c. International treaties that safeguard peace
 
3. Peacekeeping missions 
a. Statics on failed ones. Why were they a failure? 
b. Statistics on successful ones. Why were they a 
success? 
c. Current areas seeking peace 
d. Reports 

4. Maintain peace 
a. How can peace be successfully managed? 
b. Peacebuilding commission 
c. Challenges and opportunities to develop a 
peacekeeping measure 
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