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Topic A: Denuclearization of 
the Korean Peninsula
INTRODUCTION

The appearance of nuclear weapons has triggered an 
alteration to international peace and security. These 
nuclear attacks are the result counter-attacks made 
by developed countries; such is the case of the attacks 
in Hiroshima and Nagasaki (Japan), carried out by the 
United States, under the orders of President Harry S. 
Truman, in 1945; an attack which marked the end of 
WWII.

Given the catastrophic results of these attacks, the 
UN decided to create the International Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA) in 1957, with its first headquarters in 
Vienna. The IAEA main objectives are to use atomic 
energy in a safe and peaceful way, try to avoid the use 
of this energy for military purposes, as well as include 
safety standards and environmental protection.

Currently, IAEA has different regional headquarters, in 

Geneva, New York, Tokyo and Toronto. It currently has 
167 member states that follow these regulations and 
contribute to the resolutions of this problem. Each year 
they meet in order to seek new resolutions and meet 
the goals that have been previously proposed in order to 
achieve peace.

Denuclearization means the total prohibition of nuclear 
weapons in order to prevent an international conflict. 
This is a process currently being supervised and 
supported by the  International Atomic Energy Agency. 
IAEA is aware of the different situations regarding 
this issue, however some of them are more urgent to 
solve. Such is the case of Democratic People’s Republic 
of Korea and the conflicts it has had with the United 
States of America. Both countries contributed signing 
the non-proliferation treaty. Nevertheless, Korea left 
the list of participants in 2003.  After leaving the list, 
the leader of North Korea, Kim Jong-un, clarified that 
he didn’t have the intentions of starting a nuclear 
conflict. However, when North Korea abandoned the 
non-proliferation treaty a great concern was caused 
throughout the world. 
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Different events related to nuclear weapons have 
happened over the past few years in the North Korean 
Peninsula, the most recent one was the launch of a 
Batilico Missile that ended up undying in the Sea of 
Japan in September of 2017. This action was severely 
sanctioned by the UN, a sanction that prohibited foreign 
trade between North Korea and the members of the 
non-proliferation treaty. 

The only way for crude oil to be authorized to enter 
the country was through the supervision and prior 
authorization of the committee. In addition to that, 
spare parts of aircraft could not be transported to the 
peninsula, this was made in order to avoid another 
launch of a Batilico Missile.

(Security Council, 2017) 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND:

• 1985: North Korea signs the Nuclear Nonproliferation 
Regime, being in an agreement to use nuclear energy 
in a peaceful way committing to stop the spread of 
nuclear weapons.

• 1991: the United States and the USSR Allie for the 
Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty to take forcibly 100 
weapons from South Korea.

• 1992: The Korean Peninsula agrees to denuclearize.

• 1993: Pyongyang rejects the inspections from the 
IAEA and threatens with leaving the NPT

• 1994: North Korea and the USA sign the Agreed 
Framework Korean Peninsula Energy Development 
Organization

• 1995: USA, Japan, and South Korea created 
an organization called KEDO (Korean Peninsula 
Development Organization)

• 1999: USA convinces North Korea to suspend the tests 
of long-range missiles, in exchange the USA takes off 
some economic sanctions.

• 2001: President George Bush, from the United States 
of America, imposes new sanctions to North Korea. 

•  April 2002: President George Bush states that Korea 
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has not accomplished the agreed Framework because 
of a rocket test.

• October 2002: North Korea admits to have a secret 
uranium-enrichment program for nuclear weapons, 
which is against all the previously signed agreements. 

• December 2002: North Korea announces they will 
reopen their nuclear plant in Yongbyon.

• 2003: South Korea, North Korea, China, Japan, Russia, 
and the USA start diplomatic talks known as the Six-
Party Talks and North Korea denies their uranium-
enrichment program.

•  September 12, 2005: the United States freezes its 
funds in North Korea.

• September 19, 2005: The Six-Party Talks agree in 
North Korea abandoning their nuclear weapons.

• July 2006: North Korea tests seven ballistic missiles 
of all ranges. The UN Security Council dictates trade 
sanctions to this.

• 2007: The Six-Party Talks exchange fifty thousand 
tons of oil for the stop of North Korea’s operations in 
Yongbyon.

•  February 2008: The new South Korean president, Lee 
Myung-bak puts more pressure on North Korea for its 
denuclearization.

• June 2008: North Korea declares its 15 nuclear sites to 
China. President George Bush applies more restrictions 
to their trade with North Korea.

• 2009: President Barack Obama starts to govern the 
USA, and attempts to restart diplomatically with North 
Korea.

(Council of Foreign Relations, n.d.)

CURRENT RELEVANCE:

This issue has several impacts nowadays. United States 
President,  Donald Trump has been negotiating with 
North Korea since 2018 the dismantle of their nuclear 
weapons program; however, the negotiations have not 
achieved their goal. United States has had many recent 
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conflicts with Korea because of their nuclear tests. The 
U.S. believes that the fact that North Korea is testing 
missiles, is dangerous to the international community 
since they can fall anywhere and cause an enormous 
impact.

     The technology of the nuclear bombs in North 
Korea has increased during the past years. In 2017, 
North Korea tested missiles with immense capacities. 
It is possible this long range missiles can hit the 
United States. Some of the missiles thrown were the 
Hwasong-12, which had the capacity to achieve 4500 
km. The Hwasong-14 which achieved 10,000km, and the 
Hwasong-15 which achieved the distance of 4500 km.

     On September 3rd, 2017, North Korea made its 
largest nuclear test in history. This test included their 
first thermonuclear weapon. After the previously 
mentioned tests, in April 2018, North Korea announced 
the suspension of their nuclear tests because they had 
already verified their capacity.

Positions:

USA: USA does not agree with the nuclear capacity of 

North Korea. United States believes that their nuclear 
armament and their nuclear tests are a threat to the 
international community.

North Korea: North Korea believes they need their 
nuclear armament; and that tests are needed in order 
for them to know the capacity of their weapons.

South Korea: South Korea is in an alliance with the 
United States of America. In the 1970’s the Republic 
of Korea planned to have a nuclear program; however, 
because of pressure from the United States, the 
program was suspended. Many of the nuclear tests 
of North Korea fall in South Korea, creating tension 
between them.

Russia: Russia has diplomatic favorable actions with 
North Korea. Russia is providing jobs to North Korean 
citizens. Annually they provide approximately 35 
thousand jobs, and they are also trading with North 
Korea.

China: China is North Korea’s biggest trade partner. 
China has opposed to sanctions imposed to Korea, 
however, China is not in an agreement with the nuclear 
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tests performed, this is causing a complication in their 
relation.

European Union: The European Union makes its efforts 
to support the denuclearization of the Korean Peninsula. 
This Union is trying to solve this conflict in a peaceful 
way through dialogue. In 2015, they had the 14th session 
of dialogue in Pyongyang. They maintain diplomatic 
relations with North Korea, and they are planning to 
improve the human rights situation there. (BBC, 2019)

INTERNATIONAL ACTIONS

The International Atomic Energy Agency  (IAEA) has 
existed since July 29th, 1957, its first headquarter was 
in Vienna and currently has regional headquarters 
in Geneva, New York, Toronto, and Tokyo. In addition 
to that, it has a total of 167 members. As previously 
mentioned, this organization  promotes the safety and 
peaceful use of nuclear energy. The international actions 
that the IAEA has proposed are the following:

• Improvement of nuclear safe and security

• The facilitation of access to nuclear capacity.

• Strengthening the promotion of nuclear science, 
technology, and applications.

• Providing effective technical cooperation.

A very important international contribution is that of the 
United States, a country which has been present since 
the beginning of the creation of the treaty, is doing 
efforts that mainly focus on meetings between the 
leaders of North Korea and the United States to solve 
this issue.

The last meeting was held in January 2019, where the 
President of the United States, Donald Trump, and Kim 
Jong-un, leader of the Democratic People’s Republic of 
Korea; meeting where Korea requested the annulment of 
the sanctions that had been previously applied, to what 
the United States rejected the request.

The countries belonging to G5, (China, Russia, the 
United States, Great Britain, and France) have met on 
different occasions in order to discuss the nuclear pact, 
however, they are more focused on Iran than in the 
current situation of North Korea.  The United States in 
recent years has organized meetings with the leader of 
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North Korea. This, with the purpose of keeping track of 
the resolutions. 

In order to avoid a nuclear conflict, Kim Jong-un has 
met several times with the president of the United 
States, in order to discuss the demands of the 
respective countries. Also, in April 2018, the leader of 
North Korea declared that the country (North Korea) 
will no longer carry out nuclear armament tests. This 
occured after the launch of the ballistic missile that 
ended up in Japan’s sea. (Security Council, 2017) 

UN ACTIONS

After World War II, the nuclear non-proliferation 
treaty was established. Since nuclear weapons were 
considered a threat to international peace and security; 
in 1968 the signatures were opened and began to take 
action in the year 1970 (191 states signed the treaty). 
The only nations that never signed the treaty were India, 
Pakistan, and Israel, while North Korea resigned in 2003.

Since the creation of this treaty many new resolutions 
have been made over the years, however, the newest 
is known as “resolution 2397”. This resolution was 

approved one month after Korea launched a ballistic 
missile that ended in the Sea of Japan in November of 
2017. The resolution was declared on December 22nd 
2017, and includes several solutions in order to combat 
the problematic. It states the following:

•  States that have signed and possessed nuclear 
weapons commit themselves not to pass the guns or 
help any state to manufacture them. As well as commit 
themselves not to manufacture them and not to provide 
materials to evoke them.

• All member states will not sell or supply crude oil 
to the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK) 
unless this has been previously authorized by the 
committee and always if it will be used for national 
issues and not for nuclear.

•  Member states will not be able to buy Korean 
products from the North, and North Korean workers will 
be expelled due to the heavy device of the country.

•  It can not be sold or transferred through transports 
not belonging to the territory, in addition, that civilian 
spare parts will not be supplied. (Security Council, 2017) 
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The sanctions that the Security Council presented 
through resolution 2397 only applied to the Democratic 
People’s Republic of Korea to prevent military conflict, 
while maintaining the security of the citizens of North 
Korea and of the international community. At the same 
time, peace was promoted and maintained. (R. Bajornas, 
2017)

POINTS TO DISCUSS

• What are some possible solutions? 

• How can these threats be prevented? 

• Have past efforts to solve this situation functioned? 

• What is the role of these threats in current armed 
conflicts? 

• Do these attacks affect the economy of the country 
attacked? What about other countries economically 
allied with that country?

• What is the social impact of these attacks?

• Can nations go one step further and with help of 
brilliant minds that know about technology build 
systems that are almost impossible to hack? Would 

most nations agree? Would it work? How long would it 
take to do this? Would it be viable?

• What is the political impact of these attacks?

• What has been the response of North Korea? How can 
peaceful negotiations and dialogue be established? Will 
the attempt to do so harm or be helpful?

• How can diplomacy remain while treating this issue?

• What changes can be made to the latest UN SC 
resolution regarding this topic? Can it be implemented 
faster? What short-term solutions can be added? Does 
the committee think the solutions are viable? Why?

• US role in the conflict.

• North and South Korea reactions to the issue.

• Can the way of applying economic sanctions be more 
efficient? How? What would the committee change of 
this process?

• Taking into account North Korea’s president reaction to 
previous sanctions, should they still be applied? 

• How else can other countries (especially Asian) 
support the denuclearization?
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