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the right temperature for showers and 
baths… and avoided the need for it to be 
heated elsewhere? 

REVOLUTIONARY THINKING
The above observation is a great 
example of what happens when people 
stop thinking about input and output and 
more about transformative approaches. 
Circular economy, defined as a ‘system 
that is regenerative by design’ means 
mimicking the systems we see in the 
natural world in our industrial landscape. 
It requires us to find a way of extracting 
raw materials from composites, alloys, 
coatings, and trace elements and 
creating usable resource to create more 
materials. And it is exceedingly difficult. 

There is some fantastic news on 
material recovery. Work being done by 
a partnership of Coventry University 
and UK recycler N2S has found a way to 
recover all metals including critical raw 
materials from ICT using bioleaching. 
European recycler TND is piloting 
Pyrolysis (thermal processes that do not 
involve oxygen and burning) to recover 
tantalum and tin. The caveat is that both 
technologies are in their nascent stages. 
It will take time to build up capacity 
and, just as importantly, time to create 
a demand chain. Added to this is that 
these processes are fantastic for metal 
recovery, but we may need more than 
this to make circular economy work. 

WORK LEFT TO DO
Metal recovery may be progressing 
but there are a lot of other materials in 
data centre IT hardware that will pose 
different challenges in the long run. 
Our reliance on alloys and composites, 
many of which have been created for a 
very specific use case, is going to make 
recovery of the materials inside them a 
huge issue. 

‘Alloys are more challenging than pure 
metals because small variations can 
contaminate the recycling process. 
You need to rationalise the types of 
materials you use to make recycling 
easier,’ Deborah Andrews explains. ‘Then 
there are composites. Glass fibre, for 
example, is added to a matrix material 
dramatically enhancing the performance 
of both materials. Generally these 
matrices tend to be thermoset, like eggs. 
You can’t unfry an egg. Separating the 
two materials can be incredibly difficult.’

A creative approach to the problem is to 
give up on direct material recovery and 
think about what you can do with the 
material you have created. One famous 
piece of research on this comes from 
the University of New South Wales and 
an academic called Veena Sahajwalla. 
An engineering and science professor 
specialist and self-confessed waste 
fanatic, she has developed a method of 
extracting solid carbon and hydrogen 
from old tyres, using them for the 
remanufacture of steel. 

It involves an electric ark furnace, which 
uses high current electricity to melt 
scrap down to liquid metal. The process 
requires less heat than a traditional coal 
furnace and eliminates the need for 
coke. While this could raise eyebrows 
in the climate science department with 
the direct emissions, it does neatly 
demonstrate that waste can be used 
as a feedstock in a different sector. Her 
current research focus? E-waste.  

We have been digging resources out 
of the ground since the Iron Age but 
things seem to be changing thanks to 
new technology and new attitudes. The 
circular economy depends on sharing 
ideas and cooperating, even if it’s over 
something as simple as a chicken joke.  

 
 CHICKENS, EGGS, AND THE  
 CIRCULAR ECONOMY 
 Astrid Wynne, sustainability lead at Techbuyer,  
 stresses the importance of sharing ideas when it  
 comes to creating a circular economy  

Some of us have been joking about 
chickens recently. Fed by kitchen 
waste and farming biproducts, they 

generate eggs and soil fertiliser in about 
25 hours. Our bird-brained friends teach 
us about the complexity of a closed loop 
system and a circular economy. 

Chickens do not generate eggs from 
eggs or manure from manure. They are 
materials processors that transform 
one product into something entirely 
different although it may share chemical 
similarities. If we are going to replicate 
this, we need to find creative and 
collaborative uses for waste and we need 
to do it fast.  

CIRCULAR RESEARCH PICKS UP  
THE PACE
March was a good month for circular 
economy in the data centre industry, as 
the research project of the same name 
(CEDaCI for short) won an additional 
1.245 million Euros to extend its work into 
three new EU countries.  

The CEDaCI project is an entirely new 
approach to data centre hardware 
management. The environmental and 

human cost of virgin material collection, 
manufacture and initial transport is 
significant. Servers contain around one 
third of the 30 critical raw materials 
(CRM) identified by the EU as in low or 
politically unstable supply. This project 
aims to put some reliable numbers 
against this and demonstrate the 
value of collection, refurbishment, and 
recycling in quantifiable terms. It will also 
deliver business cases for refurbishment 
and recycling as well as a tool for IT 
infrastructure managers to make 
informed decisions on how to make the 
best use of resources. 

CHANGING MINDSETS AS WELL  
AS SYSTEMS
Just as importantly, CEDaCI is building 
a network of stakeholders and experts 
from all life cycle stages from design 
and manufacture to refurbishment, 
disassembly, and recycling. Their common 
aim: to recognise the value of servers 
and prevent the loss of the precious 
materials within them. 

As project lead Deborah Andrews, 
associate professor of design at London 
South Bank University, explains: ‘This 
project is really necessary to catalyse 
the sector to bring together actors from 
all the sub-sectors to think about the 
challenge holistically. Unfortunately at 
the moment, most sub-sectors work in 
silos and there is not much conversation 
between the groups of experts and that 
is contrary to the development of the 
circular economy.’

Already, the project has been able to 
carry out ground-breaking research 
into the impact assessment of the 
ICT. It builds upon work that has been 
done in the past but with an important 
difference: whereas previous work has 
been based on assumptions, this is real-
time reverse engineering of equipment 
that supplies empirical data to feed 
lifecycle assessments. It has only been 
possible because of the wide range of 
experts and industry specialists working 
together and is an example of how  
cross-collaboration generates really 
useful results.   

WHAT IS WASTE AND WHAT  
IS RESOURCE? 
One good example elsewhere in the 
sector is heat reuse. With around 3.5% 
of Stockholm’s heating coming from data 
centre waste heat – and the percentage 
growing – people are looking at it as 
a way to prevent carbon emissions 
associated with heating in other cities 
too. In these situations, heat generation 
becomes a positive and the sector begins 
to question assumptions it has made in 
the past on efficiency.  

Jon Summers of the Research Institutes 
of Sweden (RISE) gave an interesting 
take on this when addressing the 
Sustainability Special Interest Group at 
the Data Centre Alliance in April. After a 
spot of PUE bashing and some enquiry 
into optimum operating temperature, 
he asked the question: should heat be 
considered the biproduct of compute 
power, or is it better to think of it the 
other way around? What if rather than 
reducing the waste heat generated 
by the data centre, we increased it to 

Astrid Wynne is the 
sustainability lead at 
Techbuyer, a global 
company that specialises 
in buying, refurbishment 
and selling data centre IT 
hardware. The company 
is a high growth employer 
headquartered in 
Harrogate, North Yorkshire 
which is dedicated to 
vocational training and 
collaborating on academic 
research.

Astrid represents the 
company on a number of 
research collaborations 
including the three-year 
Interreg funded CEDaCI 
project led by London 
South Bank University 
of which Techbuyer is an 
associate partner. She 
also chairs Techbuyer’s 
KTP with the University 
of East London. Astrid 
has submitted evidence 
to the Circular 4.0: 
Data-driven Intelligence 
for a Circular Economy 
lead by the University 
of Exeter, the Climate 
Protection Potentials of 
Digital Transformation 
(CliDiTrans) lead by 
Bordersteps Institute 
in Germany, and the 
Environmental Audit 
Committee’s inquiry into 
electronic waste and the 
circular economy.
She writes on digital 
sustainability for the 
industry press with 
a particular focus on 
materials usage and the 
embodied energy in ICT.

CONTACT TECHBUYER: 
www.techbuyer.com
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 Marc Garner, VP, Secure Power Division,  
 Schneider Electric UK&I, believes we need  
 an integrated and collaborative approach 

Throughout the last decade the 
world has seen a sharp rise in 
carbon emissions. Urbanisation 

and digital transformation are growing 
at an unprecedented rate, connectivity 
demands are rising - as are the strains 
on data centres, networks and energy 
grids - and our world is fast-becoming a 
digital domain.

With business, economies and 
consumers growing ever dependent 
on digital services, and many new 
generations becoming accustomed to a 
digitised or connected life, it’s essential 
that the data centres and infrastructure 
systems underpinning them become 
more sustainable. 

Sustainability has fast risen to the top 
of the business agenda, with an article 
on the Harvard Business Review stating 
99% of large company CEOs agree that 
‘sustainability issues are important to 
the future success of their businesses.’ 
From technology vendors to end-users, 
hyperscale and colocation providers, 
today sustainability has also become a 
key topic within the data centre sector. 
Large players like Microsoft, Facebook, 
Amazon, and Apple have made public 
commitments to sustainability, and while 
already carbon neutral and powered 
by 100% renewable energy, Google, for 
example, aims to be the first major 
company to operate carbon free  
by 2030. 

Many of the world’s most high-profile 
and influential colocation operators are 
also embracing sustainable practices. 
In Europe, companies such as Equinix, 
Interxion and Kao Data have recently 
signed the Climate Neutral Data Centre 
Pact, setting ambitious targets to 
become carbon neutral by 2030, while 
influencing policy and regulation at an 
international level. 

 A STRATEGY FOR  
 SUSTAINABLE, CIRCULAR  
 DATA CENTRES

SUSTAINABILITY DRIVERS
For many years data centres have been 
seen as large consumers of power, 
with various analysis suggesting they 
represent 1-2% of global electricity 
consumption. According to CBRE, data 
centre growth in the Frankfurt, London, 
Amsterdam and Paris (FLAP) markets 
will reach 400MW of new capacity during 
2021, and with hyperscalers such as 
Microsoft and Google reporting annual 
growth increases of 44% and 34% 
consecutively, the pace of growth is only 
set to accelerate. 

Interestingly, a recent report from 
Schneider Electric and 451 Research 
found that 97% of colocation customers 
are demanding contractual commitments 
to sustainability, and of the +800 global 
operators surveyed, 57% believe that 
efficiency and sustainability will be 
important competitive differentiators 
within three years. 55% of those also 
surveyed were taking some action, but it 
was neither strategic nor comprehensive, 
leaving a clear gap between 
customer expectations and providers’ 
commitments.

According to the Uptime Institute, data 
centre energy efficiency gains are 
flattening out, and the average global 
power usage effectiveness (PUE) rating 
in 2020 was 1.59. This is a far cry from 
the Climate Neutral Data Centre Pact’s 
self-regulatory initiative, which mandates 
that all new data centres built in Europe 
will require an annual PUE rating of  
1.3 or 1.4, depending on climate region,  
by 2025.

Over the last decade, technology 
and efficiency improvements have 
undoubtedly provided us with a crucial 
vehicle to reduce carbon emissions and 
energy losses, but those alone will not 
be enough to deliver the next leap in 
sustainable data centres. 

According to Digital Realty: ‘The majority 
of companies’ environmental impact 
starts within their supply chains, which 
produce more than 5x the emissions 
than their direct operations,’ meaning 
companies now need to look further 
afield than their own sustainability 
or efficiency initiatives and approach 
members of their supply chain. 

What’s clear is that as we look to build 
the sustainable data centres of the 
future, operators need an holistic 
approach to challenge thinking outside 
of the confines of traditional design 
and deployment strategies. Embracing 
opportunities to integrate with the grid 
and become ingrained with the circular 
economy will become essential, as will 
resource-efficient facilities designed and 
built for ultra-efficiency and powered 
by renewables. But how will operators 
achieve this? 

PITFALLS, METRICS AND ACTIONS
There are of course many reasons for 
data centre operators to embrace 
environmentally sustainable practices. 
Customers and investors are demanding 
it, regulations may require it, and it’s not 
just good for business, it’s essential for 
the planet. Fundamentally, sustainability 
is about protecting resources for future 
generations and climate change is 
first and foremost an energy problem, 
responsible for over 80% of the world’s 
CO2 emissions. 

The fact is that there is no magic bullet 
for improving sustainability and energy 
efficiency. Achieving these goals requires 
an holistic and truly integrated approach, 
with a strategy that is defined and led by 
C-Level executives, and ingrained across 
all areas of a business. 

There’s also the question of defining 
a carbon value or price, and the 
issue surrounding the absence of a 
measurable sustainability metric - 
something that might be akin to PUE but 
would include scope 1, 2 and 3 emissions, 
and keep the industry transparent. 

Companies also need to avoid the 
many pitfalls of sustainability strategies 
including lack of corporate strategy with 
clear objectives and prioritised actions; 

misalignment of internal expertise and 
siloed resources; and lack of business 
case to justify and fund projects. We 
believe, therefore, that in order to meet 
sustainability demands, operators need 
a strategic framework to support their 
objectives. One that offers both practical 
and actionable advice while helping to set 
and define measurable targets, and one 
that delivers circular, carbon neutral  
data centres. 

DEFINING A FRAMEWORK
At the first step, operators need to 
agree and define a bold, actionable and 
integrated strategy; empowering design, 
procurement, facility operations and 
sustainability teams to work together 
collaboratively towards a common goal. 

At the second, they must utilise resource 
efficient and scalable data centre 
designs, using fewer raw materials, 
enabling easier serviceability, and offering 
an extended lifecycle through technology 
innovations. 

During the third step, operational 
efficiency becomes essential. Here 
data centre owners must utilise data 
to gain visibility of critical systems, track 
energy usage via DCIM software and 
benchmark their performance against 
said measurable targets. 

At the fourth, renewable, or energy 
management strategies, encompassing 
renewable energy credits (RECs), 
building on site, or distributed power 
generation via microgrids, or securing 
offsite generation via power purchase 
agreements (PPAs) will help reach 
the next stage of their sustainability 
objectives. 

Finally, at the fifth stage, it’s critical 
we look to decarbonise the supply 
chain. Scope 3 emissions are the 
biggest challenge and we believe that 
technologies labelled as Green Premium, 
or those vendors who embrace the 
circular economy and are transparent 
about the sustainability impact of their 
products, can take one step towards 
helping end-users understand their 
embodied carbon footprint. 

What’s clear is that as an industry, no 
one company has all the answers, but 
we’re making progress. As we look to 
the future, data centres must become 
more sustainable and Schneider Electric 
is perfectly positioned to help operators 
define and exceed their net zero 
objectives.  

Marc Garner is the vice 
president of Schneider 
Electric’s Secure Power 
Division in the UK and 
Ireland. In his role, Marc 
is responsible for leading 
a team of expert power 
professionals to support 
customers in data centres, 
server rooms, edge 
computing and mission-
critical environments.

Marc is a 15-year 
veteran of Schneider 
Electric, having joined 
the company’s graduate 
training program after 
graduating from the 
University of Sunderland 
with an Honours Degree in 
Business Administration. 

Marc is passionate about 
sustainability, people 
development and a 
customer-first approach 
to service. As lead of 
the UK’s Secure Power 
Division, he strongly 
believes in empowering 
and developing diverse 
teams to offer a breadth 
of skills, support and 
expertise to customers 
and partners

CONTACT SCHNEIDER: 
www.se.com
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 When it comes to lighting and the circular economy, are we  
 going round in circles, asks Sophie Parry, technical education and  

 applications specialist for ZG Lighting UK & IE

The linear economy is a legacy of 
the first industrial revolution, with 
the key takeaway being mass 

production. This enabled us to drive costs 
down through globalisation, and the use 
of finite resources. The concept is based 
around ‘take, make, dispose’.

A circular economy is what we should be 
striving for instead. This is based on the 
principles of designing out waste and 
pollution, keeping products and materials 
in use, and regenerating natural systems.

WHAT IS A CIRCULAR ECONOMY?
The concept of the circular economy 
continues to grow and grow, and so 
at the time of writing we are seeing 
impending legislation via Ecodesign for 
the EU and almost certainly, harmonised 
equivalent legislation here in the UK. 

Also imminent is the EU & UK’s ‘10 
year right to repair’ legislation, which is 
mostly concerned with white goods for 
consumers, but could easily extend in 
the future to other products such as 
commercial and industrial lighting.

The essence of the circular economy 
principles can be found in Ecodesign 
legislation and summarised as 
accessibility (as in being able to open 
up a light fitting in a non-destructive 
way) to enable replacement of failed 
components such as a driver or an LED 
light source. 

The overriding principle is to ensure 
qualifying products can be supported 
for as long as possible through the 
provision of replacement parts, 
technology upgrades and refurbishment, 
as opposed to outright replacement 
of whole products because they 
cannot be repaired, or be upgraded 
as technology advances. This situation 
can create product for waste recycling 
at the first hurdle. That said, even the 
product material content has to be a 
consideration, because eventually the 
product will become electrical/electronic 
waste and need to be broken down  
for recycling.

Product design legislation such as 
Ecodesign, tends to be very high level 

and in turn requires and generates 
consultations with industry, leading to 
technical guides about the detail, the 
processes, caveats and how best to 
ensure compliance.

Within the lighting manufacturing 
industry, these consultations are taking 
place right now and the industry should 
have a clear route to compliance and 
how to measure for circular economy 
compliance from later in 2021.

WHAT MIGHT A LIGHT FITTING THAT 
MEETS THE REQUIREMENT OF THE 
CIRCULAR ECONOMY LOOK LIKE?
It depends on the type of luminaire 
(light fitting). General purpose luminaires 
that might be used in data halls, offices, 
circulation areas and outdoors should 
meet the requirements of on-site 
replaceability and repairability. This 
means using the correct replacement 
parts where required, by a competent 
person such as the facility manager, 
and without requiring specialist tools. 
However, some luminaires are designed 
for technical applications and repairing 
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KEY PARAMETERS FOR CIRCULAR 
PRODUCT DESIGN
•  Design for a longer lifetime
•  Design for maintenance
•  Design for upgrades (e.g. 

electronics)
•  Design for removal (from 

a building’s fabric without 
unnecessary damage to the fabric)

•  Design for disassembly 
•  Design for refurbishment
•  Design with highest possible 

material recyclable content %

the sustainability credentials for a data 
centre and the ability to repair and/
or upgrade or refurbish products in line 
with technological advances and more 
energy efficient electronics can only be a 
good thing for the planet, even if there is 
a growing demand for data centres and 
therefore a growing demand for lighting 
products to light these data centres.

Therefore from 2021 onwards, the 
principles of the circular economy on 
replaceability, reparability and technology 
updates should now be a purchasing 
consideration to support any data 
centre’s sustainability credentials.

CLOSING THE SUSTAINABILITY LOOP
The principles of the circular economy 
are only concerned with products. To 
complete the sustainability requirements 
in a data centre, there is the growing 
requirement for low carbon design with 
the holy grail, again through legislation, of 
being net zero carbon by 2050. The point 
here is, that data centres being designed 
and constructed today, are almost 
certainly going to be in operation in 2050 
and will need to work towards, and arrive 
at, net zero carbon by that time.

To support the net zero carbon 
requirement, lighting products that meet 
circular economy requirements will also 
need to be designed into a low energy 
but compliant lighting installation that 
delivers the appropriate quality of light 
to enable productive and in some cases 
fine, detailed work in a data centre.  

Sophie Parry, BSc (hons) 
MSc FSLL, is a qualified 
electrical engineer with 
just over 30 years’ 
experience in electrical 
building services and 
electrical engineering in 
the aerospace industry. 
She has specialised in 
lighting for the last 11 
years.

Sophie has worked for 
Zumtobel Group since 
2014, initially as a key 
account manager in the 
London specification 
market and latterly as 
the technical applications 
consultant for the ZG 
businesses in the UK and 
Ireland.

In addition, Sophie is 
also, the vice-chair of 
the Society of Light & 
Lighting’s Technical & 
Publications group, and a 
CIBSE approved speaker 
at national, international 
lighting meetings CPD 
events and conferences.
In recognition for her 
work with CIBSE & SLL, 
Sophie  was awarded 
a Fellowship in 2018 
and was awarded the 
SLL Lighting Award for 
2019. She is currently a 
nominee for the Women 
in Lighting international 
award for outstanding 
achievement in the 
lighting industry.

CONTACT ZUMTOBEL: 
www.zumtobel.com

 UNDER THE   
 SPOTLIGHT 

them on site would not be appropriate 
or safe.

Luminaires used for emergency lighting 
are exempt from the removability 
and replaceability other than periodic 
replacement of self-contained battery 
sets where used, because they have 
a life safety purpose and should 
not be repaired by anyone but the 
manufacturer or authorised distributor. 
That does not also exempt the product 
to be designed and manufactured with 
an acceptable recyclable content of 
appropriate materials 

ATEX approved luminaires for use in 
potentially explosive atmospheres or 
external luminaires designed to be 
installed directly into the ground need 
to have high ingress protection ratings 
against explosive gas or moisture and 
usually come constructed with a gasket 
seal, screws tightened to a certain torque 
with an external connection chamber or 
pre-manufactured flexible connection 
lead etc because taking them apart 
on site may mean they are not re-
assembled correctly, and therefore the 
safety features are lost. This could mean 
that under the repairability requirement, 
the repair may need to be carried out by 
the manufacturer or authorised agent, 
particularly if the product is certified to 
specific specialist safety standards and/
or is still covered by a warranty.
  
THE BENEFITS
Data centres constructed in the early 
2000s or earlier, are likely to have lighting 
installations based on fluorescent lighting 
and if not already updated, will by today’s 
standards, be using excessive amounts 
of lighting energy and the luminaires are 
likely at or close to their intended design 
life and require increasing maintenance 
hours or are failing with no spares 
availability. 

Also, some sizes and types of fluorescent 
or discharge lamps that are would have 
been used in these original installations 
have since been phased out or soon will 
be, due to evolving legislation.

Going forward, keeping any products 
away from a recycling plant and/or 
landfill for as long as possible, supports 
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No matter the industry, tech 
capability or type of business your 
customers fit, there’s no doubt 

that people are asking and looking to 
operate within the Cloud; public, private 
or otherwise. The common belief that a 
giant satellite hosts a myriad of secure 
internet services is, of course, false: we 
know that when it comes to IT, Clouds 
don’t float.

The ongoing appetite for Cloud 
computing is fuelling data centre 
installation and growth rates worldwide. 
The convenient on-demand nature of the 
Cloud – and the amount of IT providers 
now excelling at Cloud service offerings 
– means that the requirement for robust 
data centres are at an all-time high. 
Where businesses already run their own 
data centres, this often means they need 
to expand their existing centres and 
even set up new centres to satisfy the 
demand for their services.

GROW SUSTAINABLY
Here at Procurri, we see the increase in 
data centres as a good thing. A greater 
freedom of access to information, to 
connection and to new possibilities 
through online (and offline services) is 

 THESE CLOUDS  
 DON’T FLOAT 
 Mat Jordan, head of EMEA at Procurri, shares how the  
 appetite for Cloud is driving the need for data centres 

exciting, and the further that can happen, 
the better. 

Where we’re able to be involved in data 
centre expansion, we can work with our 
customers to help extend the lifespan 
of the IT equipment within them, as 
well as meeting growth requirements 
quickly, even where the equipment 
needed is hard-to-find or discontinued. 
The growth of physical IT capability 
need not necessarily mean an increase 
in environmentally affecting output or 
unnecessary waste. There’s lots that can 
be done to increase physical capacity in 
a way that’s cost-effective, quick and can 
maintain a seamless service to the end 
user throughout changes.

There’s no debate to be had, data 
centres include bulky and unwieldy 
equipment and any work done on the 
equipment within them (for maintenance 
purposes, to increase or decrease 
capacity, or otherwise) historically 
has been difficult to complete without 
resulting in service disruption. This is 
where Procurri can offer their expertise 
and aid to avoid interruption and to 
instead allow for business-as-usual to 
continue whilst servicing takes place. The 

world has moved on from the necessity 
of having to close or switch data centres 
for weeks as engineers work around-
the-clock to wire up new servers and 
program them all in – work can be done 
quickly without interruption to end users. 

Procurri’s maintenance support services 
extend to end-of-life and out-of-
warranty equipment, and our around-
the-world presence allows us to tap into 
the knowledge of IT specialists globally 
who have expert knowledge in a wide 
variety of hardware and software – so 
no matter how niche or rare a data 
centre setup, Procurri can offer practical 
support both on the phone and in 
person. This is an unrivalled service only 
accessible through a large global network 
of knowhow and superiorly trained staff.

RECYCLE AND REUSE
What’s more, should rapid expansion of 
existing data centre facilities be required, 
Procurri’s global distribution network is 
able to offer a range of flexible options 
for the purchase or consignment of 

hardware. Acting completely vendor 
agnostic, Procurri can source a range 
of enterprise servers, storage and 
networking products from the world’s 
leading IT brands, as well as using a 
robust inventory management system 
to deploy the equipment hassle-free, 
wherever the customer is in the world. 

Procurri’s international locations allow 
them to stock an extensive inventory in 
three key regions, with fast deployment 
and delivery available. However fast it is 
that a centre need to expand, Procurri 
works with the client to make it happen – 
ensuring the end users remain delighted 
at the efficiency and efficacy of their 
services received, and best of all, don’t 
even notice any changes. Such services 
aren’t commonplace in the IT industry, so 
this is a disruption of sorts; to the market 
itself! It can be clear to see, however, that 
in this case, it is a positive one.

This allows businesses not just to recycle 
and reuse equipment where they can, 
but also to gain new equipment for 
expansion even where it’s not currently 
readily easily available. Procurri isn’t 
tied into vendor contracts or affiliations; 
allowing us the freedom to work with 
any brand of equipment without the 
tie into any financial commitments to 
recommend you one item over another. 
Clients are guaranteed complete 
transparency and only genuine unbiased 
advice. 

When the time does come for data 
centre equipment to be disposed of 
for upgrade or replacement, Procurri 
can manage that too. A comprehensive 
suite of ITAD services take a holistic 
approach in managing the process from 

end-to-end, from assessment and 
verification right through to disposal or 
reconfiguration for resale. This allows the 
customer to work to the highest possible 
best practice standards within corporate 
social responsibility scales and to reap 
the benefits from such ethical business.

MANAGEABLE POSSIBILITIES
With sustainability rightly becoming more 
of a focus than ever, we at Procurri 
believe that businesses should strive 
to act in the most eco-friendly and 
ethical way possible. Corporate social 
responsibility is no longer a ‘nice to have’ 
policy typed only in the back of an HR 
guide but instead a must-do, no matter 
the size or shape of your company. 

Whilst this has historically often meant 
that more palatable recycling, reuse and 
disposal services have cost a premium 
compared to those other offered, 
Procurri instead has embedded ethical 
and environmentally-friendly best 
practice within everything we do: so such 
standards are integrated throughout 
our service offerings and not as part of 
a superior product package – all of our 
services are ‘premium’ in this respect. 

There is no doubt that demand for data 
centres will continue to grow worldwide 
as a result of increasing Cloud computing, 
but when managed properly, it need 
not be the ‘big job’ we so often consider 
it to be. There are, for the first time, 
manageable possibilities in the world 
of tangible data centre expansion and 
changes, and even if the computing isn’t 
quite walking on air, the happy customers 
will be!  

Mat Jordan joined 
Procurri in 2014 as Sales 
Director of Procurri UK 
Limited and has been 
appointed as our Head 
of EMEA since 2016. He 
oversees our Group’s 
operations in EMEA.  
 
Mat has close to 
20 years of working 
experience in product 
sales. He started as a 
junior broker with APEX 
Computers International 
Ltd, which subsequently 
broke out its brokerage 
arm to form Tindirect 
Limited, (now 
rebranded as Procurri 
UK Limited), before 
moving on to become 
a Broker Manager and 
subsequently, Sales 
Director.  
 
In 2005, Mat 
participated in a 
management buyout, 
following which he 
became an owner of 
the holding company, 
Tinglobal Holdings 
Limited (formerly Global 
Computer Holdings Ltd), 
which fully owns Procurri 
UK Limited.  
Mat graduated 
with a Bachelor of 
Arts (Honours) in 
Business Studies from 
Southampton Solent

CONTACT PROCURRI: 
www.procurri.com 
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