ESSER FUNDING FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

F.A.Q
Funding to Address Immediate Educational Challenges
& Support Strategic Equity Goals

WHAT
ADDITIONAL
FEDERAL
FUNDS ARE
AVAILABLE AS
WE RETURN
TO IN-PERSON
LEARNING?

CARES
CRRSA
ESSER III

WHAT TO KNOW ABOUT
ESSER III FUNDING IN THE
AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN
Congress has authorized over $190 billion in available funds through
the Elementary and Secondary School Emergency Relief (ESSER)
Fund since the start of the pandemic. The funds were authorized as
part of three federal stimulus packages whose overall purpose is to
bolster the economy and provide COVID relief. The emergency
education funding is intended to support schools and districts in
addressing the impact of COVID-19.
In March 2021, as part of the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021,
Congress approved additional funding for K-12 schools and districts
as they plan for a return to in-person learning after the pandemic.
Three Rounds of Federal Funding
Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act
March 2020: The CARES Act provided more than $13.2 billion to
the ESSER Fund. (Spend by Sept. 30, 2022)
Coronavirus Response and Relief Supplemental Appropriations
(CRRSA) Act in December 2020: The CRRSA Act directed $54.3
billion to supplemental ESSER funding, known as ESSER II.
(Spend by Sept. 30, 2023)
ESSER III: “ARP ESSER” passed in March 2021, allocating $122.7
billion to K–12 education as part of the $1.9 trillion American
Rescue Plan Act. (Spend by Sept. 30, 2024)
The ESSER III represents more than ten times the amount of federal
funds school districts received at the start of the pandemic.

WHO CAN ACCESS AVAILABLE FUNDING?
ESSER III provides funding to all states, Puerto Rico, and
the District of Columbia to reopen K–12 schools safely
and expand opportunities for students who need it most.

HOW ARE FUNDS ALLOCATED?
ESSER II and III funds are distributed to State Education
Agencies (SEAs). The state agency must award at least
90% to Local Education Agencies (LEAs)/school
districts.

HOW IS AMOUNT OF FUNDING
DETERMINED?
Federal funding is allocated to states based on the same
formula that is used to distribute Title I, Part A grants.
The US Department of Education created this website to
help districts track allocations nationwide. District
leaders can use the site to track how much additional
funding is available in their state and district.

WHAT ARE THE ALLOWABLE PURPOSES
FOR THE ESSER FUNDING?
Any district spending that is traditionally authorized by
the ESEA of 1965, McKinney-Vento, IDEA, AEFLC, or
Perkins laws is allowable under ESSER II and ESSER III.
The federal government requires that 20% of ESSER III
funding must be used to address learning loss,
especially among disadvantaged students. Funds also
must be allocated to support evidenced-based solutions
to learning loss, particularly in after school and summer
school programs.

SUPPLEMENT VS
SUPPLANT
The CARES Act and
ESSER funds do not have
a “supplement not
supplant” provision. The
funds can be used for
reasonable educational
expenses that are
allowable under the
Elementary and
Secondary Education Act
(ESEA). Historically, ESEA
funds are authorized for
districts to raise the
academic achievement of
all learners and expand
opportunity for students
who live with a disability,
learning difficulties,
poverty, or transience, or
who are learning English.

ABL SOLUTIONS
& ESSER FUNDS
INVEST IN EQUITY
District partnership with Abl ensures tangible results and maximizes the
long-term potential for closing equity, opportunity, and access gaps
district-wide.
District leaders can use ESSER funding to combat learning loss, expand
equity and opportunity for students, and provide safe, healthy, and
supportive learning environments across the district. But first, district
leaders have to understand where systemic achievement and opportunity
gaps exist and how to address them in a strategic way. Abl is here to help.
As required by the ESSER II and III guidelines, all of Abl’s products and
services address the needs of disadvantaged students, including those
living in poverty, learning English, experiencing homelessness, dealing with
disabilities, or living in foster care.
Abl’s theory of change is a continuous cycle of improvement that centers
around three phases.
1. Assess: Understand and analyze challenges and opportunities by
examining the district’s past and present course enrollment and college
retention data.
2. Bridge: Make an action plan to address opportunity and access gaps at
each school site. School leaders set specific access and opportunity
goals, pinpoint solutions, and commit to quick action.
3. Launch: Act on equity goals by using Abl’s equity-focused, studentcentered master scheduling software.

Abl Solutions
Educational
Opportunity Audit

ESSER Allowable Uses
Providing principals and other school leaders
with the resources necessary to address the
needs of their individual schools.
Addressing learning loss among students,
including low-income students, children
with disabilities, English learners, racial and
ethnic minorities, students experiencing
homelessness, and children and youth in
foster care, of the local educational agency,
including by tracking student attendance
and improving student engagement in
distance education.
Other activities that are necessary to
maintain the operation of and continuity
of services in local educational agencies
and continuing to employ existing staff
of the local educational agency.
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