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Fears for
canal wall
iInsurance

THREE of Queens-

land’s biggest home

insurance companies
have warned water-
front homeowners
they cannot guarantee
they will be covered if
their canal walls col-
lapse in heavy rains.

The warning follows g
call from Division 3
councillor Grant Pforr
for homeowners to have
revetment walls checked
to avoid a ‘catastrophic
domino effect’.

A spokesman for Sun-
corp said damage caused
to canal or sea walls from
storms or flooding would
definitely not be covered.

An RACQ spokesman
said each cana] wall
insurance claim would be
assessed individually.

Mike Sopinski, an

spokesman, said
the company would
COVer retaining walls on
canals but there were
limits to this coverage.

“Damage to a revet-
ment wall must have
been caused by one of

I’s defined insur
ance events,” he said.

“If a wall is in poor
condition and it has not
been correctly main-
tained, there may be g
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question mark or doubts
about the cover.”

Mr Sopinski also
warned homeowners
their canal walls had to
be compliant with all
Statutory and loca] gov-
€rnment regulations.

He said it was home-
owners’ responsibility to
make sure walls were
maintained properly.

“It’s also €xtremely
important for waterfront
homeowners to know
exactly what thejr poli-
cies cover and what they
don’t cover,” he said.

Councillor Pforr
warned of the risk of
‘catastrophic failure’ if
over-loaded cana] walls
collapsed in heavy rain.

“There are Dotentially
a large number of dilapi-
dated and unsafe revet-
ment walls, jetties and
pontoons which require
attention,” he said.

“Over time, many
could pose an unaccept-
able public safety risk.”

He said 1 confidential
report had been made
public to ensure residents
understood the impacts of
ageing canal walls,

A copy can be down-
loaded at Www.goldcoast
-gld.gov.au
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