
Just like the struggles of the African American community in the United States with
police discrimination, violence, and brutality, the Israeli police continues to claim the
lives of Palestinian citizens of Israel with impunity.
 
As Black Lives Matter protests spread and grow in intensity throughout American
cities, the brutality seen by police in the arrests of George Floyd, Eric Garner, and other
African American victims is a constant lived reality for Palestinian citizens of Israel.
 
Since the year 2000, 58 Palestinian citizens of Israel have been shot and killed by
police, civilians, and soldiers since 2000.

Four indictments were filed against police
officers who shot Palestinian Arab civilians,
of whom only two were convicted, for
periods of 6 and 30 months. On the other
hand, Palestinians convicted of killing the
settler soldier Nathan Zada, who was in fact
the provocateur in the incident, were
sentenced to periods of 7 years. 
 
The latest victims of Israeli police brutality
tend to be young Palestinian men such as
Mustafa Younis, who was shot while
incapacitated outside a hospital, and Eyad
Hallaq, a mentally disabled Palestinian shot
by soldiers who alleged he carried a weapon
- no weapon was found on him.
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Israeli Police Brutality Against Palestinian Citizens of Israel



Following 508 days of political uncertainty, Israel's new government has
been sworn in by the Knesset. In vote of 73-46, the new government was
approved by the Knesset, with Netanyahu's coalition controlling 73 of 120
seats. Netanyahu's coalition consists of Gantz's Israel Resilience Party (one
of the factions of Blue and White prior to its collapse), the Right-wing ultra-
Orthodox Shas and UTJ parties, and various other extreme Right-wing
parties. In addition to those parties, two members of the self-proclaimed
"centrist" Labor Party, Amir Peretz (its leader) and Itzik Shmuli also joined
the coalition, sitting alongside Netanyahu's Likud Party, the historic rival
and supposed opposite of the Labor Party.

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
reaffirmed his campaign promise to annex
nearly a third of the West Bank, promising to
do so by July 1. This comes just days after he
sat in court for the opening of his corruption
trial, becoming the first sitting prime minister
in Israel's history to stand trial. However,
Netanyahu believes that by implementing his
annexation plan and continuing his incitement
against Palestinian citizens of Israel, the Israeli
people will rally behind. Unfortunately, such a
prospect appears to be the case as recent
polling indicates his Likud party's popularity
has increasing by an astonishing 4%.

In Case You
Missed It

As Arab local authorities went on strike to protest
discriminatory budgeting policies by the Israeli
government during the Coronavirus outbreak, the
Mossawa Center published its findings detailing how
such discrimination is being manifested. A new plan
approved by the government would grant local
authorities compensation for lost tax revenue from
industrial and commercial zones to the tune of NIS
2.4B ($800M). However, Arab localities will get little to
no funding, as the government deliberately does not
develop such zones in them. This discriminatory plan
could lead to a financial crisis in the Arab community.

Arab Local Authorities Strike Against
Discriminatory Coronavirus Budgeting Policies

The Mossawa Center contacted, on behalf of the Arab
Emergency Committee and Arab members in mixed city
councils, Internal Affairs Minister Aryeh Deri to demand that
Arab citizens who reside within these localities be included in
the aid programs rolled out by government for the holy month
of Ramadan which ensures, among other things, distribution
of food packages to those in need. Amir Toumie, Head of
Government Relations at the Mossawa Center, stated, "[t]he
decision is actually ignoring and discriminating against about
11% of Arab citizens, living in mixed localities or in local
councils where Jewish residents are the majority."

Demanding the Inclusion of Arab Residents of Mixed
Cities in Ramadan Aid Program

A scathing new  Human Rights Watch  report reflects the dire realities of
discriminatory planning policies by the Israeli government to squeeze and
suffocate Palestinian localities in Israel.  Decades of land confiscation and
discriminatory planning policies have restricted many Palestinian citizens of
Israel to densely populated localities with virtually no scope for expansion.
Meanwhile, the Israeli government is concerned about the growth and
expansion of neighboring majority-Jewish communities, many of which
were built on the ruins of Palestinian villages that were demolished in
1948.In many small Jewish communities, there are admissions committees
that effectively block Palestinian access to housing.



Restarting Cultural Activities Following Lockdown
As sectors begin to open back up in Israel
following weeks of lockdown, the Mossawa
Center hosted a two-day cultural program at
its headquarters in the Carmel Center. The
program, a part of the Mossawa Center's
larger campaigns to protect minority cultural
rights and combat the extremely high rate of
violence in the Arab community, emphasized
the importance of culture, art, and literature
in combating such issues and promoting a
more rich and prosperous community.

As the Israeli government continues its persecution
of Palestinian cultural centers - with many being
shut down - the Mossawa Center invited families to
participate in a variety of activities and events,
ranging from reading and literature to musical
performances and art. The program was carried out
whilst following the guidelines and instructions of
the Health Ministry and taking all necessary
precautions to maintain the health and safety of all
those involved.

Among the guests invited to
take part in the program were
Actor Makram Khoury, the
Carmel Music Orchestra led by
Albert Blanc, actress Sana
Lahab, Dr. Khaled Turkey,
historian Iskandar Amal, young
musician Lian Hawaila,
children's band Iman Wa Sukar,
youth band Wish 4, the Carmel
Trio, Artist Abed Abdi, and Artist
Zahid Horsh.


