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U.S. Senate Must Reject Medicaid Cuts for Over 70,000 Medicaid-Eligible 
School-Aged Children   

The health care bill recently passed by the U.S. House would cut Medicaid for tens of thousands of 
Florida children. The Senate is currently working on its own bill. It must reject this Medicaid cut.  
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There are many harmful provisions in the recently passed American Health Care Act (AHCA) for 
the 4 million Floridians relying on Medicaid for essential health care. But one of the less 
publicized changes targets school-aged children/youth (age 6-18). The House bill rolls back the 
income threshold for families for Medicaid eligibility from 138 percent of the federal poverty 
level (FPL) to 100 percent ($2,830 monthly for a family of four to $2,050).  

Prior to 2014, these children were eligible for the Florida Healthy Kids (FHK) program, funded 
through the federal Children’s Health Insurance Program. They were referred to as the  
“stair-step children” – reflecting the uneven Medicaid income eligibility for younger and older 
children.1 (Younger children could qualify for Medicaid at a higher income level.) 

The Affordable Care Act changed that by aligning Medicaid income eligibility for all 
children/youth whose families earn below 138 percent of the FPL. Thus, in 2014 over 72,000 
children between the ages of 6-18 enrolled in FHK were transferred to the Medicaid program.2 

If the House bill becomes law these children will lose Medicaid coverage.  Their options for 
alternative health insurance coverage are limited. 

Unlike Medicaid, FHK charges monthly premiums to enroll and stay on the program, as well as 
copays for services. The lowest income families are charged a premium of $15 per month. 
While that seems reasonable to many, research shows that for low income families, premiums 
are a significant deterrent to children’s initial enrollment and retention of coverage.3  Notably, 
in 2012, FHK estimated that an average of about 6,500 children were disenrolled due to 
nonpayment of premiums.4  Only seven states (including Florida) charge premiums for families 
below 150 percent of the FPL,5 and Florida’s premiums remain high compared to other states.6  
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Similarly, a large body of research shows that for financially stressed families, copays decrease 
the use of appropriate services, including medically necessary preventive care for children.7 
The reality is that many struggling low-wage working families are forced to choose whether to 
pay health insurance costs or face a crisis (like eviction). 
 
Florida has made great progress in increasing the number of insured children. From 2013 to 
2015, its uninsured rate dropped from 11.1 percent to 6.9 percent, covering an additional 
161,000 children. However, with the exception of Texas, Florida still has the highest uninsured 
rate in the South, with 284,000 children remaining uninsured. 8   
 
If the Senate passes this harmful rollback of the income-eligibility threshold, children losing 
Medicaid and living in financially strapped families are at grave risk of going uninsured.  
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