Welcome to our Worship at home time, this week
focusing on Compassion.

Worship at Home

Family Time

In this pack you will find an
•

Opening prayer

•

Bible Passage

•

Discussion Questions

•

Reflection Notes

•

Prayer Activity

•

Blessing

The resource is provided for you to use as you wish.
You might want to use all the sections in one go, or
you might want to use over the week.

Compassion

You might pick out just one or two sections to use
or add in your own ideas.
Share leading each section and let children have
a go if they would like to.
At the end there are ideas for exploring the theme
of compassion with younger children (KS1).
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Gather your things
•

Candle to light placed on something safe or a
battery operated candle

•

Bible -either the book or on a phone

•

Lego bricks and a base board or building bricks

•

OR a large piece of paper (perhaps big enough
to draw around the smallest person in your
household) and coloured pens

Opening Prayer

There are lots of
Pray Together: Jesus light of the world
ways
we can be
be with us today, Amen
good
like
Take a
momentleaders
to think about
the activities you
might have done around the theme of working
showing
kindness
together
on a journey
and having compassion.
Light a candle and have a moment of quiet

Perhaps each person would like to share one thing
that they found interesting, helpful or surprising.

Read the story of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10: 25-37)
25 Just

then a religion scholar stood up with a question to test Jesus. “Teacher, what do I need to do to get
eternal life?” 26 He answered, “What’s written in God’s Law? How do you interpret it?” 27 He said, “That
you love the Lord your God with all your passion and prayer and muscle and intelligence—and that you
love your neighbour as well as you do yourself.” 28 “Good answer!” said Jesus. “Do it and you’ll live.” 29 Looking
for a loophole, he asked, “And just how would you define ‘neighbour’?” 30-32 Jesus answered by telling a story.
“There was once a man traveling from Jerusalem to Jericho. On the way he was attacked by robbers. They took
his clothes, beat him up, and went off leaving him half-dead. Luckily, a priest was on his way down the same
road, but when he saw him he angled across to the other side. Then a Levite religious man showed up; he also
avoided the injured man. 33-35 “A Samaritan traveling the road came on him. When he saw the man’s condition,
his heart went out to him. He gave him first aid, disinfecting and bandaging his wounds. Then he lifted him onto
his donkey, led him to an inn, and made him comfortable. In the morning he took out two silver coins and
gave them to the innkeeper, saying, ‘Take good care of him. If it costs any more, put it on my bill—I’ll pay you on
my way back.’ 36 “What do you think? Which of the three became a neighbour to the man attacked by
robbers?” 37 “The one who treated him kindly,” the religion scholar responded. Jesus said, “Go and do the
same.”
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Discussion Questions
•

What has stuck in your mind from the story of
the Good Samaritan?

•

Why do you think the Priest and the Levite
religious man walked away?

•

Describe the Samaritan. Were you surprised by
his actions?

•

What does it mean to ‘love your neighbour as
well as you do yourself’?

•

How can we show more compassion and care for one
another?

Reflection:
Sometimes we find it easy to help people but at other times we find it hard, perhaps
because we’re tired or feeling grumpy, or that person has upset us in the past. Think about
times when you have found it hard to be nice and helpful to someone. Can you remember
why that was?

Jesus asks us to think about who our neighbour might be. That could be the people who live near us
but it can also mean other people in our community or our school or work. Are there people you get
on better with more than others? Jesus is asking us to think about being kind to everyone even when
we find it difficult. However, if someone is bullying or being unkind you must tell a grown up to help it
stop.
Have a think about the character traits you will need to be a ‘loving neighbour’, such as patience,
understanding, care and compassion.
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Prayer Focus: to have
compassion for others

Prayer

Prayer Activity Idea One

You have called us to be a light to the
world
So that those in darkness come to you.

1.
Draw a person (or draw around someone) on the
paper.
2.

3.

May our lives shine as a witness

Why is it sometimes difficult to be caring and compassion
towards others? Write down your ideas on the outside of
your person. Pray about these.

To the saving grace you have given for
all
Jesus Lord of all

Think of all the good things that the Samaritan did and his
good character strengths. Write them inside your person.
Pray for these character strengths for each other.

Hear our prayer.
Amen
Source: Adapted from
Patterns for Worship p.81

Prayer Activity Idea Two
1.
Create an outline of a cross on a Lego board (or
build a cross shape in bricks flat on the floor).
2.

Take it in turns to add a brick and think of a time when you
have found it difficult to be caring and compassionate. Pray
for God’s help.

3.

Add another and think of a person who needs care and
compassion. Pray God will help them.

4.

Add another. Think of the gifts we need from God to help us
be compassionate. Ask God for those things.

© Copyright The Archbishop of York Youth Trust 2020

Blessing
Blessing
May the peace of Christ rule in our hearts
and home
Amen
Source: Patterns for Worship p.179

Ideas for younger children
Read the story of The Good Samaritan in a
children’s Bible.
•

How did the Samaritan show compassion and
kindness?

•

Have you ever needed help?

•

Have you ever helped anyone?

•

Would you only help your friends, or would you
help anyone who needed help?

Practical Activities
•

Retell the story using toys or items in
your house.

•

Use playdough to recreate
something from the story.

•

Draw or paint a picture showing
your favourite bit of the story.

•

Draw around both your hands on
paper and cut them out.

•

Think about who might need a
‘helping hand’ of care and
kindness.

•

Write their names or draw them on
your fingers as a reminder to pray
for them.

Have you found this resource useful and would like to find out about similar
tools you could use? Please visit the link below for more Young Leaders
Award at Home resources and ideas.

Please visit:
www.abyyt.com/yla-at-home

@ABYyouthtrust
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