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North Carolina  

Our volunteers’ consistent support of routine monitoring of 
environmental threats in North Carolina is a major asset to many of 
our partners across the state. Our ongoing partnership with 
Waterkeeper Alliance affiliates including Cape Fear River Watch, 
MountainTrue, Catawba Riverkeeper, Yadkin Riverkeeper, the Haw 
River Assembly, and SoundRivers helps to ensure that waterways 
across the state remain swimmable, drinkable, and fishable for all. 
Our flights with Waterkeepers in North Carolina in 2019 have 
provided a bird’s-eye-view of agricultural waste pollution, 
sedimentation, and other threats to clean water, helping our partners 
to quickly identify and respond to pollution concerns. In addition to 
monitoring for water quality, our partner Dogwood Alliance has 
relied on SouthWings’ volunteers to support their work to document 
the extensive deforestation of wetland forests for biomass energy 
and oppose the expansion of industrial facilities that manufacture 
wood pellets for the export market. 

The A2A region spans five states, encompassing some of the most varied landscapes in the Southeast. From the scenic 
Blue Ridge Mountains to the historic Sea Islands of the Lowcountry, this region includes some of the most biologically 
diverse ecosystems as well as some of the fastest-growing cities in the country. Our volunteers in the A2A region support 
our partners in monitoring ongoing pollution concerns from coal ash and agricultural waste, advocating for the protection of 
wildlife habitat and cultural heritage sites, and educating decision-makers and the public about key issues facing 
communities across the region. 

“It was impressive seeing the landscape from above, 
and it always amazes me what this perspective can 
show. Observing the watershed on this scale is the only 
way to truly take in the scope of the issues we face.”       

                 -Gray Jernigan, Green Riverkeeper 
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Gray Jernigan and Volunteer Pilot Frank Bell prepare for a flight in 
Henderson County. 



“My flight was extremely helpful and I really appreciate the skills and commitment of SouthWings volunteers. This is extremely 
valuable as visual monitoring of a long pipeline on private land is very difficult without flying. Thank you so much!  

                                                                                                                                                 – Forrest English, Pamlico-Tar Riverkeeper 
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Forrest English monitors the construction of a 
natural gas pipeline in eastern North Carolina. 

Volunteer Pilot Peter Stauble observes improperly covered waste 
from industrial poultry operations in the Broad River basin. 
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In the mountains of Western North Carolina, we partner with local advocates of 
the region’s extensive wild lands and waters. As part of the Pigeon River 
Gorge Wildlife Connectivity Collaborative, SouthWings supports efforts to 
improve wildlife connectivity through the heavily-trafficked I-40 corridor in the 
Great Smoky Mountains. In 2019 we have also been able to support a new 
partner organization, American Whitewater, in gathering images to advocate 
for national Wild and Scenic designation on a pristine section of the Nolichucky 
River popular with whitewater enthusiasts. With broad public support, this could 
bring new protections to the Nolichucky, ensuring that it will retain its distinct 
character for future generations. 

We are supporting MountainTrue in their opposition of the Nantahala National 
Forest’s controversial Buck Project, which has the potential to be the most 
destructive timber sale in WNC in a century. This fall we are partnering with the 
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians to help educate tribal leaders and natural 
resource managers on conservation priorities on the Qualla Boundary. 

Jack Henderson, a volunteer for American Whitewater, 
hopes to see this section of the Nolichucky River 

achieve national Wild and Scenic designation. 

“This was a unique and amazing experience for me. I have never seen this part of the 
world from that perspective. It really tied the whole map together, because it was the 
first time I'd been able to see the Smokies, Asheville, and the Pigeon River Gorge all 
at the same time. Seeing it all at once with my own eyes made it clear what a huge 
obstacle I-40 presents to wildlife dispersal. It was clear after this flight that wildlife 
overpasses would be necessary for the health of the ecosystem.” 

                          – Paul Noah, National Parks Conservation Association 
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Along the North Carolina coast, our work in 2019 has also helped to share perspectives on the areas that were hardest hit 
by last year’s Hurricane Florence. Members of the Gullah Geechee Cultural Heritage Corridor Commission were able 
to understand how landscape-scale threats may impact historic Gullah Geechee communities, particularly in areas that 
experienced heavy flooding after Florence. The American Security Project, along with Cape Fear River Watch, also 
toured areas surrounding Wilmington that were affected by the storm, particularly areas critical for national security that are 
threatened by climate change. We were also able to provide support to Defenders of Wildlife to document threats to red 
wolf recovery efforts in the Alligator River National Wildlife Refuge. 

Following last year’s Executive Order 80 issued by Governor Cooper, our partners in eastern North Carolina are also 
coming together to develop strategies to improve resilience of the state’s coastal environments, where development 
pressure and climate change are threatening vulnerable communities and altering sensitive landscapes. SouthWings will 
continue to support work in this area, including documenting king tides that foreshadow the impacts of sea level rise. 

Volunteer Pilot Art Falk returns from a flight with Kemp 
Burdette of Cape Fear River Watch and Gen. Stephen 

Cheney of the American Security Project. 

Volunteer Pilot Art Falk flew Heather Hodges and 
James Fullwood of the Gullah Geechee Cultural 

Heritage Corridor Commission in April. 

Nancy Pierce documents red wolf habitat in the 
Alligator River National Wildlife Refuge. 



South Carolina  

SouthWings’ work in South Carolina has grown in 2019, with several new partnerships 
including Conservation Voters of South Carolina, the Gullah/Geechee Sea Islands 
Coalition, and Save our Saluda all working with SouthWings volunteers for the first 
time this year. We have also joined the South Carolina Conservation Coalition this 
year, providing greater opportunities for SouthWings to support our partners in the 
state. Queen Quet, the Chieftess of the Gullah/Geechee Nation, was able to see her 
community from the unique perspective of a small aircraft for the first time, enabling 
her to better understand the impacts this deep-rooted culture may face from climate 
change. In the Upstate, Save our Saluda was able to document sediment pollution and 
other concerns after heavy rainfall across the watershed. SouthWings was also able to 
support the land protection program at Upstate Forever by providing an aerial 
perspective on conserved properties along the ecologically significant Blue Ridge 
Escarpment, including the headwaters for the Savannah, Broad, and Saluda rivers. 
And in the Lowcountry, we supported partners with the Coastal Conservation League 
to advocate for the protection of critical habitats in Berkeley county.  

 

“The experience was exceptional. As the executive director of a conservation group that works to preserve the region's natural resources 
through land protection and improved land planning policies, from the air, it became apparent that we truly are at a critical time, at a 
crossroads. We talk about the growth in the area encroaching on our sensitive areas but seeing this from the air made a deep impression. It 
was powerful to see the undeveloped sensitive areas in stark contrast to the developed areas. The aerial view provided even more 
motivation to preserve more lands before they are lost forever. Thank you SouthWings!”  

                                                                                                                                            – Andrea Cooper, Upstate Forever 
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Melanie Ruhlman 

Scott Park surveys conserved properties along 
the Blue Ridge Escarpment in Upstate South 

Carolina. 



“The flight was smooth and we were blessed with a clear day. The view from above confirmed many of the things that I thought about 
the areas where my people live versus the high density areas. The experience allows me to personally speak from another level 
concerning the environmental issues along the coast of the Gullah/Geechee Nation.”          

                                  – Queen Quet, Gullah/Geechee Sea Islands Coalition 
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Queet Quet and Kwame Sha prepare to observe 
coastal landscapes on St. Helena Island, SC. 

Melanie Ruhlman inspects ongoing coal ash 
cleanup at a site near Williamston, SC. 



Georgia 
  

Georgia saw a significant increase in flight requests compared to this time last year, 
with new and existing partners completing 12 flights across the state. We continue to 
provide support to our partners at Altamaha Riverkeeper and Savannah 
Riverkeeper, monitoring issues related to coal ash pollution, river flows, and coastal 
development. SouthWings volunteers also provided easement monitoring flights for the 
Georgia-Alabama Land Trust to ensure that private lands under conservation 
agreements near Savannah and Augusta remain protected, saving significant time and 
resources compared to on-the-ground monitoring. Emory University’s Georgia Coast 
Atlas project, which uses digital scholarship as a tool for research and public 
education about Georgia’s coastal landscapes, completed their first flight with a 
volunteer pilot this spring as well. The Sierra Club’s Beyond Carbon campaign used 
an aerial perspective to document ongoing concerns at several coal-burning power 
plants in the metro Atlanta area. We were also able to support the Coosa River Basin 
Initiative in providing educational tours for two Georgia House of Representatives 
members to survey key environmental issues in their home districts from the air. 
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Joe Cook observes operations at a Georgia 
Power facility near Atlanta. 
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Susan Inman monitors the wetlands of the Georgia 
coast. 

“It's always an incredible experience to see the living landscape from above. Flying over these areas really helps everyone 
(including our lawmakers) see how interconnected our actions are with our waterways. Traveling by land can give the 
impression that these threats to water are spread out but a view from above shows just how close coal ash ponds are to 
developed areas. This was such a great experience and we will continue to try and invite lawmakers from our basin up in 
the air to view their districts from above. It gives us such an opportunity to form bonds with these lawmakers outside of the 
legislative session.” 

– Jesse Demonbreun-Chapman, Coosa River Basin Initiative 

Volunteer Pilot Woody Beck meets Georgia State 
Representatives for an aerial tour of their districts. 

Tommy Gardiner gathers images of the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers’ drawdown of the 

Savannah River. 



 

Tennessee  

 

Our volunteers have supported two flights in Tennessee so far this year. American 
Rivers, a national organization dedicated to protecting and restoring rivers and clean 
water, has worked with SouthWings across the Southeast to identify priority areas for 
stream restoration, and flew this spring over the lower Little Tennessee River in the 
mountains of eastern Tennessee. We also supported our partners at Tennessee 
Riverkeeper with a flight in the Chattanooga area to document threats to clean water, 
including manufacturing facilities and power plants. As the organization expands to 
advocate for clean water across the Tennessee and Cumberland basins, SouthWings 
will continue to provide opportunities to monitor threats to clean water across 
Tennessee. 

“It was very helpful to see the lower Little Tennessee River watershed from the air. Seeing lots of farms with stream buffer 
and cattle exclusion issues in context to each other helps us identify and plan projects more efficiently. Thank you for 
always providing such great service!”  

– Jack Henderson, American Rivers 
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Jack Henderson inspects barriers along the 
Little Tennessee River. 
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West Virginia      

Monitoring mountaintop removal coal mining, hydraulic fracturing, and other 
extractive energy sources continues to make up the majority of our flights 
throughout the state. SouthWings supports organizations who monitor effects 
and advocate to stop the buildout of the Mountain Valley Pipeline, a natural gas 
pipeline that spans 303 miles from northwestern WV to southwestern VA, 
cutting through National Forests, critical habitats, and communities along its 
path. This fall, Wild Virginia will fly with media to monitor construction and its 
effects on the landscape and water quality.  
 

Ohio Valley Environmental Coalition, Critical Geography Collective of 
Equador, and West Virginia University are collaborating on a project focused 
on the social and environmental impacts of mining, using southern WV as an 
example of what could be in store for Ecuador, as they are in the early stages of 
mining. These partners flew earlier this year to gather visual data for research 
while showing a foreign colleague the magnitude of destruction. United 
Methodist News Service will fly this fall over several fracking sites to contribute 
to their story on the environmental impacts of hydraulic fracturing in WV.  

 

 

Coal slurry impoundment in West Virginia.  

Credit Vivian Stockman, OVEC 

“Thanks to SouthWings, I have been able to show mountaintop removal coal mining to dozens of journalists, activists, 

educators, and students. Each time I see this devastation from the air, the experience is gut-wrenching. It is as though I am 

seeing it for the first time… Each experience verges on unbearable, but each experience is worth undergoing again, 

because it means more people are working to help end this insane form of coal mining.”  

– Vivian Stockman, OVEC 



CHESAPEAKE BAY 

Madison County, Virginia 
Will Parson, Chesapeake Bay Program 



Virginia  

This year, Virginia legislators from both sides of the aisle 
came together to pass a law requiring complete 
excavation of the more than 28M tons of coal ash waste 
that Dominion Power stores at four power stations along 
major tributaries to the Bay. This legislation protects 
Virginians, wildlife, and aquatic species from the toxic 
materials in coal ash waste. This victory has been hard 
fought, and SouthWings has been a part of this effort by 
flying key organizations and decision-makers through 
the years.  

Since the legislation was passed in February, our 
Volunteer Pilots have flown two flights with Southern 
Environmental Law Center to document these coal 
ash waste ponds to provide a baseline for excavation 
progress in the coming years.  

The Chesapeake Bay Conservation Flight Program encompasses the watershed within Virginia, Maryland, Delaware, 
District of Columbia, West Virginia, and southern Pennsylvania. The area is vast and covers nearly 64,000 square miles – 
from mountain stream headwaters, through ecologically rich forests and productive agricultural lands, to the mouth of the 
largest estuary in the nation. Flight work reveals challenges related to water quality, climate change, and coastal resilience, 
energy extraction and infrastructure, and land conservation. Now in its third year, the Chesapeake Flight Program 
continues to grow with increased partnerships and flight work, and we are on track to exceed our highest performing year.   
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Dominion Power’s Bremo Bluff Power Station and coal ash waste ponds on the James 
River in Virginia. Credit: Julia Rendleman for SELC 
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PEC’s Marco Sanchez and Rex Linville prepare for takeoff with Volunteer 
Pilot Stu Bailey. Credit: Marco Sanchez 

“The flight gave me an opportunity to see our region from a totally different perspective. On one hand it was comforting to 
see that the mental map I have created of the region based on tax maps, aerial photographs, topo maps, and simply 
driving around is accurate. On the other hand, seeing the region from the air helped put our growth and development 
patterns into new perspective and highlight the areas where we transition form urban, to suburban, and ultimately to the 
rural landscape we are working to protect.”   

– Rex Linville, Piedmont Environmental Council  

Educational flights provide a new perspective on landscape scale 
issues, enabling partners to see the interconnectedness of 
pollution sources, waterways, and affected communities. Six staff 
members of the Virginia Conservation Network, an organization 
that represents over 100 conservation partners, took two flights to 
get a better sense of sea level rise issues in Hampton Roads, VA  
in advance of the next legislative session. 
 

Based on 2018 data, nearly 1.4 million acres of land in the 
Chesapeake Bay watershed have been permanently protected 
from development since 2010. Of protected lands in the watershed, 
Virginia ranks second with almost 3 million acres conserved. There 
is still work to be done, such as connecting wildlife corridors, 
monitoring, and protecting treasured landscapes in areas that are 
quickly urbanizing due to proximity to the District of Columbia. Our 
Volunteer Pilots support flights with easement organizations such 
as Piedmont Environmental Council and Potomac 
Conservancy to further protect clean water, healthy air, and open 
space.  



Maryland  

Spring showers bring May flowers… and, unfortunately, also lead to increased pollution runoff from chemicals applied to 
lawns. We assembled a flight quickly for Kathy Phillips, the Assateague Riverkeeper, and Director of Assateague 
Coastal Trust, to monitor for mahogany tide, a harmful algae bloom, suspected to take place in the coastal bays.  
 

University of Maryland’s DolphinWatch flew their 10th flight with SouthWings to survey the lower Chesapeake Bay in 
their search of bottlenose dolphins. Dolphin sightings have increased in the Chesapeake and researchers are working to 
understand why they visit.  
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Kathy Phillips monitoring the coastal bays with help from Volunteer Pilot Jeremy 
Jacobsohn. Credit: Allen Sklar 

Volunteer Pilot Stephen Haggard, with researchers William Fletcher, Kirsten Silva, 
and Amber Fandel. Credit: Amber Fandel 



Pennsylvania 
 

Since the Chesapeake Bay Flight Program began in 2016, our work has centered 
around establishing meaningful partnerships and enhancing our organizational 
presence by educating stakeholders about how aerial experiences can bolster the work 
of their organization. This year, in an effort to reach a broader audience, we curated 
seven flights with six Volunteer Pilots for 14 members of the two umbrella conservation 
organizations in the region – Virginia Conservation Network and Choose Clean Water 
Coalition.  

SouthWings sponsored and organized an aerial field trip for this year’s Choose Clean 
Water Coalition Conference in Baltimore, MD. SouthWings is a member of the Choose 
Clean Water Coalition, a united body of over 230 organizations that advocates for 
restoring the rivers and streams that flow into the Chesapeake Bay by coordinating 
policy, messaging, and accountability for clean water at the federal, state, and local 
levels.  

Three Volunteer Pilots flew nine participants on an experiential tour of the 
Susquehanna River and its power generation facilities to learn more about river history 
and recreation, land conservation, and connectivity between the Susquehanna, the 
Bay, and the surrounding watershed. 

"I have spent a lot of time looking at these issues and it was 
very helpful to get a better sense of scale from looking at it 
from the air. I enjoyed it very much.”  

– Alex Echols, The Campbell Foundation 
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For decades, the Conowingo Dam trapped 

nutrients and sediment pollution carried by the 

Susquehanna River and prevented it from 

reaching the Bay. The area behind the dam 

silted in, and since 2012, it no longer performs 

that function, leading to increased pollution. 

"It helped me see the value of the land in the River corridor 
to keep land undeveloped.”  

– Pam Goddard, National Parks Conservation Association  
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Highlights of the aerial field trip were the controversial Conowingo Dam and the 

Susquehanna itself – the largest tributary to the Bay. Participants included staff from 

National Wildlife Foundation, Chesapeake Legal Alliance, National Parks 

Conservation Association, Campbell Foundation, and Mom’s Organic Market, 

with Maryland League of Conservation Voters and Susquehanna Heritage 

serving as field trip co-leaders.  
 

To contribute to litigation efforts, the Lower Susquehanna Riverkeeper covered a 

similar geography, documenting water pollution sources including Conowingo Dam, 

coal ash ponds at Brunner Island power plant, and Keystone protein plant; a York 

Dispatch reporter joined the flight. In July, the Lower Susquehanna Riverkeeper 

successfully won an historic environmental enforcement action against the owner of 

Brunner Island – resulting in a $1M penalty, coal ash pond closure, and ongoing 

remediation requirements. Additionally, they filed suit against Keystone Protein 

Company for nitrogen discharges that violate the Clean Water Act.  

Volunteer Pilot Mary McCutcheon, Mark Platts 

(Susquehanna Heritage), Volunteer Pilot John Sapienza, 

Katrina Golladay (Campbell Foundation), Pam Goddard 

(NPCA), Maggi Blomstrom (SouthWings) 

Alex Echols (Campbell Foundation), Ben Alexander (MD 

League of Conservation Voters), Volunteer Pilot Forrest 
Ward, Aileo Weinmann (Nat’l Wildlife Federation) 



GULF OF MEXICO 

© Virginia Richard, SouthWings 



Louisiana With nearly 30 completed flights in Louisiana 

during the first half of 2019, our volunteers have been a key 
resource in the fight for a healthier state where everyone can live, 
work, and play. A member of the Gulf Monitoring Consortium, 
SouthWings works with partners like Healthy Gulf and Vanishing 
Earth to monitor the environmental integrity of industry in the Gulf of 
Mexico. Through the tireless dedication of our volunteers, our 
partners were able to collect enough evidence and media coverage 
to pressure the United States Coast Guard to take action on the 
fourteen-year Taylor Energy oil leak.  

It is not yet clear how much oil leaked over the fourteen years before 
a temporary containment structure began collecting it; however, from 
the time of collection in March to the beginning of July, figures had 
reached over 63,000 gallons! After Hurricane Barry, SouthWings 
provided additional flights to investigate the ongoing effectiveness of 
the temporary containment structure. 

 

The Gulf region is as rich in beauty as it is in biodiversity. Encompassing prairies, marshes, swamps, hardwood forests, 
and more, this region is an undervalued national treasure. Staggering environmental challenges have brought the Gulf 
region to a crossroad. With threats from poorly built and maintained industrial infrastructure, sea level rise, climate change, 
lax pollution enforcement, and the Mississippi River’s record-breaking time at flood-stage, trials abound. However, as 
obstacles mount, so do conservation efforts. SouthWings is proud to partner with a diverse array of leaders and 
organizations to lead the charge for a safer, cleaner, and more resilient Gulf region. 

“We are a part of the deltaic landscape and our 
ability to coexist…will dictate whether we continue to 
inhabit this land.”  

– Bradley Spiegel, University of New Orleans 
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Scott Eustis documents a sheen from the Taylor oil platform leak 
covers the Gulf of Mexico. 



SouthWings was instrumental in helping us confirm this spill when we 
first noticed it on radar satellite images....Thank you, SouthWings, and 
all your volunteer pilots for the outstanding work that you do. 

– SkyTruth 
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Scott Eustis (Healthy Gulf), flown by Volunteer Pilot Erin Seidemann, checks the Taylor platform leak. 
Credit: Bonnie Jo Mount/The Washington Post 

Jeffrey Dubinsky (Louisiana Environmental Action 

Network) captures a sheen in the Gulf of Mexico 

emanating from Taylor Energy platform leak. 
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Julie Dermansky photographs wetlands decimated by oil industry canals 
and subsequent erosion. 

 

“The experience was phenomenal! It was breath-
taking to see from above how our state's wetlands 
loss crisis is so widespread. But, it was also very 
promising to see and discuss how there are 
ongoing efforts to properly deal with the crisis.” 

 

– Charles Allen, III, National Audubon Society 

SouthWings’ partnerships also include organizations such as 
Restore the Mississippi River Delta Coalition, comprised of 
Environmental Defense Fund, National Audubon Society, National 
Wildlife Federation, Coalition to Restore Coastal Louisiana, and 
Lake Pontchartrain Basin Foundation; Sierra Club—Delta Chapter; 
Louisiana Universities Marine Consortium; Coastal Protection and 
Restoration Authority; and many more. Our dedicated volunteers 
and partners have taken educational flights with local faith and 
community leaders who landed more empowered to inform and 
mobilize their communities surrounding conservation efforts and 
the risks of staying complacent. 

Flights with local print and television news, Indigenous Peoples 
Task Force, and The Weather Channel are educating a broader 
audience about Louisiana’s environmental challenges and 
opportunities, especially in light of climate change.  In April, we 
undertook our largest flight request to date: bringing seventeen 
journalists on an aerial tour of the Mississippi River Delta. The 
series of flights were the culmination of the Institute for 
Journalism & Natural Resources’ Lower Mississippi River 
Institute, and have resulted in pieces published across the 
country. 



“It's really interesting to see…what areas are doing well and what areas we need to keep an eye on. The flight 
helps give me a big picture perspective of where we might want to have more intense monitoring efforts or 
places that may need restoration sooner rather than later.”  

– Dr. Alisha Renfro, National Wildlife Federation 
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Sara Sneath (The New Orleans Advocate/Times-Picayune), Frmr. United Houma Nation 
Principal Chief Thomas Dardar, Noreen Dardar, their granddaughter, David Grunfeld (The 
New Orleans Advocate/Times-Picayune), Volunteer Pilot Tom Kahlert (not pictured) and 

Scott Eustis (Healthy Gulf) compare the day’s post-Hurricane Barry flight over Terrebonne 
Parish to aerial photos taken in 2002. Credit: Virginia Richard Scott Eustis captures an image of a bird colony at Bay Batiste 



Our work has also provided a much-needed 
perspective to decision-makers on a state and 
national level. Volunteers donated their time and 
resources to bring Doug Benevento, RESTORE 
Council Chair designee, on his first full coastal tour 
of Louisiana as he takes on oversight of the Council 
formed to allocate the $5.33B Clean Water Act 
penalties via the RESTORE Act. In addition, our 
volunteers flew planners of Louisiana's 2023 
Coastal Master Plan, a $50B, 50 year restoration 
plan, which is already being written. On a national 
level, we flew Senator Whitehouse (D-RI) and two 
staffers over coastal Louisiana as part of their 
education on the state’s ecological challenges and 
opportunities. This resulted in a bipartisan 
presentation with Senator Bill Cassidy (R-LA) on 
the floor of the United States Senate, calling for the 
protection and restoration of Louisiana’s coast. 

 

“I saw first-hand what Louisiana’s shredded coastline looks like from the air. The Mississippi River is one of the 
most heavily managed rivers in the world. It certainly is one of the most important rivers in the world….Thank 
you…to SouthWings for sharing their aircraft with us so that we could fly and see this.” 

– U.S. Senator Sheldon Whitehouse (D-RI) 
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Volunteer Pilots Ken Knevel and Owen Bordelon, Senator Sheldon Whitehouse (D-RI), Staffer 
Karen Bradbury, David Muth, Dr. Alisha Renfro, and Staffer Adena Leibman.  



Alabama 
Our flights in Alabama this year have focused on protecting conserved land and clean 
water across the state. Our work with Mobile Baykeeper this winter helped to evaluate 
coal ash pollution and wastewater pollution concerns, and we were also able to 
support Black Warrior Riverkeeper and the Southern Environmental Law Center in 
their efforts to document pollution concerns from coal ash ponds. Coosa Riverkeeper 
also benefitted from getting in the air with our volunteers, educating new staff about 
priority concerns across the Coosa River basin. We were also able to assist with the 
Georgia-Alabama Land Trust’s easement monitoring efforts in the Huntsville area, 
saving time and resources while ensuring proper documentation of conserved 
properties. 

We also participated in the Alabama River Rally in March, learning more about 
opportunities to expand our work in the state. We are currently coordinating flights for 
the Nature Conservancy in support of efforts to protect the Locust Fork watershed, as 
well as the Little Riverkeeper to monitor water quality threats and advocate for Wild 
and Scenic designation. We also anticipate partnering with the Equal Justice Initiative 
this fall to bring attention to failing wastewater treatment systems that 
disproportionately impact communities of color in Lowndes County.  

 
 “SouthWings’ volunteer pilots give Riverkeepers a critical bird’s eye point of view. Thanks to all the pilots 

who have flown us over the years!”  

– Black Warrior Riverkeeper 
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Frank Chitwood reveals sediment pollution at 
the confluence of the Coosa and Alabama 

rivers. 



Mississippi 
While SouthWings did not have any flights in 
Mississippi during the first half of 2019, we 
continue to support local conservation efforts 
by staying up to date on current issues and 
looking for opportunities to lend a hand. 

 

In Mississippi, we have been in contact with 
the Pearl Riverkeeper to discuss invasive 
plants, pollution, and their annual Pearl River 
Clean Sweep. 

“Seeing it first-hand was extremely important for me to 
comprehend how the entire system works.” 

– Madelyn Beck, Harvest Public Media 
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Scott Eustis surveys the Mississippi Gulf Coast 



Florida 
While we have yet to complete flights in 
Florida this year, SouthWings has pursued 
extensive outreach in the conservation 
community across the state, and we are 
currently preparing for opportunities to support 
new partners. Conservation Florida plans to 
fly along the Wekiva to Ocala conservation 
corridor this summer and fall to survey key 
pieces in habitat connectivity strategies for 
central Florida, and the Florida Greenways & 
Trails Foundation will fly this fall to promote 
connectivity of habitats and recreational trails 
through central Florida.  

 
We have developed new partnerships as well 
with Waterkeeper Alliance affiliates across 
the state, and have begun to coordinate with 
Florida Conservation Voters and the North 
Florida Land Trust to develop opportunities 
to support their work and engage elected 
officials on environmental issues in northern 
and central Florida. 

 
 

“This flight was a game changer for us and our capacity to tell 
the story. Thank you!”  

- Traci Deen, Conservation Florida 
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Lisa Rinaman captures the beauty of the St. Johns River 


