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CALENDAR
September 5: Presentations at Threatened
Species Forum, Geraldton
October 26: Trivia and Truffles Quiz Night,
Rigby’s Bar, Perth from 6:00pm.
October 29: Lake Joondalup Baptist College
Know Your Patch - Threatened Species
Incursion
October 31: General Meeting, 5:30pm DBCA
Offices, Albany
November 17: Labelling of wines for annual
Wine fundraiser at Jingalla Winery. Volunteers
needed.
November 30/December 1: South Coast
Threatened Species Forum and Gilbert’s
Potoroo 25th Anniversary Rediscovery
Celebrations. See below for preliminary details
December 14: Planned market stall at the
Elfenbrook Festival, Ellenbrook, 12:00-6:00pm.
Volunteers needed to help set up and run the
stall on the day if anyone in Perth is interested.

Since being elected to the position of GPAG Chair
some 6 months ago I continue to be amazed at
the level of activity & achievement of this small
community-based group of volunteers.
As required of us, this year we have upgraded our
constitution which also meant tweaking a number
of processes to ensure we continue to comply with
these & other regulatory changes.
Awareness raising is being given a boost through
our new website soon to be launched & with
GPAG hosting a South Coast Threatened Species
Forum in November which will of course
prominently feature Gilbert's Potoroo. As well we
have conducted other fundraisers with
organisation well under way for our annual wine
sales.
In early October, previous GPAG Chair Ron Dorn
& myself met with the Federal shadow assistant
environment minister & Fremantle MP Josh Wilson
while he was on a visit to Albany & the south
coast. It was a great opportunity to brief him on
GPAG's activities & exchange views generally on
conservation work & the efforts of communitybased groups such as ours. Also pleasing to hear
his views & level of support. As a result GPAG
gained valuable publicity with a page 2 feature
article in the local newspaper The Extra.
Thank you everyone for your hard work and
ongoing support.
It has been a busy 6 months - looking forward to
the next 6.

Ken Bushell

Contact us: Email: mail@potoroo.org, Mail: PO Box 654, Albany, WA 6331
Visit us: www.potoroo.org
Follow us:
@gilbertspotoroo
@GilbertsPotorooActionGroup

Reflections from the Outgoing Chair, Ron Dorn
In the year 2000, I was captured by the wonderful story of Gilbert’s Potoroo,
an animal thought to be extinct for nearly 120 years, now rediscovered at
Two Peoples Bay in 1994 and numbering only approximately 35 individuals.
This prompted me to join in the call for an “action group” to help this
critically endangered, unique marsupial to recovery.

Photo copyright Dick Walker/GPAG

By 2001, I was Chair of the Gilbert’s Potoroo Action Group [GPAG] – a group
of passionate community members with a mission to support the then
Department of Conservation and Land Management [CALM] in plans for its
recovery.
Over the next 18 or so years, as Chair, I worked with a dedicated group of
volunteers to raise funds, undertake volunteer work and to raise awareness
of the status of GP, at all times working with CALM [now Department of
Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions, DBCA] on strategies to increase
the population. Efforts at captive breeding, hand rearing, and cross
fostering were not considered successful.
In 2005, the first translocation of GP to Bald Island took place. Then
followed the establishment of the fenced reserve at Waychinicup. These
habitats were feral predator free [ie no cats and foxes].
Had it not been for the first translocations to Bald Island and Waychinicup,
the devastating fire at Two Peoples Bay in November 2015 would have
made GP extinct.
In 2018, our success in securing a Federal Grant of $250,000
enabled us to support DBCA in a trial translocation to Middle
Island, east of Esperance, to create a new safe haven population
for the Potoroos while the habitat at Two Peoples Bay recovers.
The reward for my years as Chair of GPAG has been the opportunity
to work with great, dedicated volunteers and the DBCA scientists,
especially Dr Tony Friend but, most of all, has been the result that
despite still being critically endangered, GP survives in three “ark”
populations totalling approximately 100 animals.

Above: GPAG members at work fundraising,
awareness raising and volunteering

Middle Island. Photo: Ken Bushell

I will continue to help and support the Recovery Plan efforts, but it was time to hand over to others.
Already, the new Chair, Ken Bushell has proposed innovations that will continue to make for progress and
success. I look forward to joining the celebrations of the 25th Anniversary of GP’s rediscovery at the end of
November and hope for the day when Gilbert’s Potoroo can be re-established in its home environment on
Mount Gardner at Two Peoples Bay.
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VOLUNTEERING
Edith Cowan University Work Integrated Learning (WIL) Students
GPAG is again hosting Edith Cowan University students to working alongside communications officer Jackie
Courtenay on online communications tasks as part of a Work Integrated Learning placement. The students
commenced work in August and have already completed some very useful work finding links and
formatting references for the “Knowledge Base” resources section of our upcoming new website,
developing ideas for social media posts for “slow news days” and creating a calendar of grants that GPAG
may be eligible to apply for. In the following profiles, the students introduce themselves and explain why
they chose GPAG for their work integrated learning placement:
Hi, my name is Rebecca, I am from China and I am an international
student studying at Edith Cowan University in Perth. In the last three
years I studied in Beijing University of Agriculture. I came to Australia
in July this year and I will do units in the Bachelor of Science in
Environmental Management to complete my Bachelor degree in this
subject, the same as I was studying in Beijing. This is my first time to
get a “job” in University and I am very pleased to have an opportunity
to work with the Gilbert’s Potoroo Action Group as a volunteer to
assist to improve the awareness of people to protect the Gilbert’s
potoroo. Jackie Courtenay is my supervisor for this work and she has
given me a lot of information about both the organization we are working in and the Potoroo. She is very
knowledgeable and always giving lots of suggestions to me during the work. For me, I really want to make
some efforts either for the environment or ecology. GPAG has given me the best chance to do this but is
also a challenge for me. To work with social media is a great practice to improve my skills of using
computers and increase my experience of working online. I will cherish this opportunity to work for GPAG
and try my best to help people care more about the Potoroo!
Hi, my name is Dinuo Peng. I am an international student who comes from
China. I previously studied at Beijing University of Agriculture and I am now
finishing my last year of university at Edith Cowan University through a
cooperative program between BUA and ECU. I am very excited that I can
work as a volunteer for the Gilbert’s Potoroo Action Group this semester. My
supervisor, Jackie Courtenay is a very patient lady and has offered me so
much valuable advice. I am very appreciative of her help and I will contribute
myself to GPAG for the rest of this semester. I wish I could have the
opportunity to visit Two Peoples Bay someday. Two Peoples Bay is where
Gilbert’s Potoroo was rediscovered. I want to see this rare marsupial and I
would be thrilled if I could touch it, or even hold it. I love nature and it brings
me the greatest pleasure to help animals and protect them from extinction.
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Hi, my name is Zora and I am a fourth year undergraduate student
completing my Bachelor of Science in Environmental Management at
ECU. I come from China and, because of the school's cooperation
project, I have this opportunity to study in Western Australia. While in
my 2019 semester, I have an assignment to do a work placement, so I
have chosen to do the communication activities in Gilbert’s Potoroo
Action Group (GPAG) as an Assistant Communication Officer with my
supervisor, Jackie Courtenay. The main reason I chose GPAG is that the
Potoroo is a very cute kind of marsupial and China does not have any of
those kinds of mammals so this is a good chance for me to learn more
relevant biology knowledge about marsupials. Also I want to help the Gilbert’s Potoroo population to live
and reproduce better in Australia, while I can also learn some new skills, such as operating social media or
editing webpages, which can help me a lot in my future work.

Checking of Motion-sensing Cameras
During September, volunteers were invited by DBCA to participate in the checking of motion sensing
cameras at Two Peoples Bay. Two GPAG volunteers participated in the work changing the batteries and
recovering the SD cards from the cameras. While no Potoroos were recorded on the cameras the images
nevertheless revealed echidna, honey possum, quenda, quokka, bushrats, kangaroos and birds as well as
(unfortunately) cats and a fox, which is all important information.

Left: View from the camera site at Two Peoples Bay Photo: Steph Hill. Right: Cat caught on one of the motion sensing cameras.

Administrative and Awareness Raising Volunteering
It is less glamorous (and doesn’t lend itself to interesting photographs) but GPAG volunteers also put in
many hours of work on administrative tasks to meet the new government requirements for community
group constitutions, preparing for and attending the WA Threatened Species forum and working on various
awareness raising activities including planning for our upcoming Trivia and Truffles Quiz night and the
exciting weekend of events to celebrate 25 years since the rediscovery of Gilbert’s Potoroo (more details
below and coming soon). Thank you everyone for all your hard work.
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FUNDRAISING AND COMMUNITY AWARENESS
Current and Upcoming Fundraisers
Trivia and Truffles Quiz Night
On October 26, GPAG are hosting a trivia night and truffle themed dinner at
Rigby’s Bar in Perth to raise money to help save Gilbert’s Potoroo. We have
some fantastic prizes donated by the Truffle and Wine Company, DBCA,
Potteroo: Art Ceramics for Everyone and GPAG, and the dinner will consist of
truffle themed platters including a range of meat and vegetarian options with
either truffle ingredients or a mixture of truffle and non-truffle dipping
sauces so people can choose as much or as little truffle flavour in their meal
as they want to. Tickets are $50 for individuals and $380 for a table of 8.
Bookings are ESSENTIAL to allow for planning of catering and are open at
https://www.trybooking.com/BEUUF. Bookings close at 5pm on Oct 24 so if
you are keen to come, please book as soon as possible.
Even if you are unable to attend or it’s “not your thing” please feel free to
circulate the information around family, friends or work colleagues who may be interested. If you’d like an
electronic copy of the flyer to print out and put up on a work or community notice board or attach to an
email to send around your networks please contact us on mail@potoroo.org and we will email you one.

2019 Wine Fundraiser
The 2019 GPAG wine fundraiser in association with Jingalla wines is underway!
Members and previous supporters have been emailed order forms and the wine
fundraiser has been advertised on social media. Orders are due by November 15.
The order forms are available on the website at https://bit.ly/Potoroowinepdf (pdf)
& https://bit.ly/Potoroowineword (Word) and at the end of this newsletter. Labelling
of wine orders is scheduled for November 17 at Jingalla Winery in the Porongurups
from 10 am. If you’re available to come and spend a couple of hours labelling wines
contact us on mail@potoroo.org for details. All help gratefully appreciated.

Ongoing Fundraisers
Edge Pledge
Our ongoing Edge Pledge challenge-based fundraiser is continuously
open for anyone who wants to challenge themselves and raise money for
Gilbert’s Potoroo at the same time. If you want to participate in an Edge
Pledge challenge you can sign up at www.edgepledge.com (be sure to
select Gilbert’s Potoroo as the species you are supporting!) or donate to support other people who are
doing, or have completed, challenges.
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Awareness Raising
WA Threatened Species Forum
On September 5 and 6 our Deputy Chairperson, Leigh Whisson and Communications Officer, Jackie
Courtenay attended the WA Threatened Species Forum in Geraldton organised by the Northern
Agricultural Catchments Council. We were lucky to be allocated two 20 minutes speaking slots in the
program with Jackie presenting a talk entitled “Community Engagement in Threatened Species Recovery:
The challenging case of Gilbert’s Potoroo” and Leigh explaining why we needed to update our website and
showing some examples of the new design. Both talks received a lot of positive feedback from other
conference delegates.
Gilbert’s Potoroo was also well represented in other talks to the extent that some speakers started
spontaneously slipping Potoroo references into their totally unrelated talks for fun and laughs from the
audience. The final panel on Friday afternoon was rewarded with bottles of Potoroo labelled wine and the
attendees made aware of our upcoming annual wine fundraiser. Gilbey made an appearance at the
sundowner on the first evening along with other threatened species mascots from Perth Zoo. There was
also the opportunity to meet with the Threatened Species Commissioner, Dr Sally Box, and discuss the
upcoming launch of our new website and in particular the planned events to celebrate 25 years since the
rediscovery of Gilbert’s Potoroo. Overall, it was a great conference and provided excellent opportunities
for awareness raising, with an unexpected amount of free publicity for Gilbert’s Potoroo and GPAG thrown
in! The following pictures are screenshots of tweets from the Threatened Species Commissioner and
Biodiversity and Conservation Science from the forum. The numbers at the bottom indicate how many
times these particular tweets were shared and liked.

New Website
Due to some unavoidable circumstances, the launch of our new website at the WA Threatened Species
Forum in Geraldton was unable to go ahead and the website will now be launched at a later date to be
announced. As mentioned above our Deputy Chairperson, Leigh Whisson, gave a “sneak peek” of the
website at the Forum and received some very positive feedback about the new design. As well as showing
some of the new pages (Home Page pictured on the next page) he discussed the importance of the website
for supporting GPAG’s responsibility (under both our group objectives and the Recovery Plan) to raise
awareness of Gilbert’s Potoroo and to provide educational materials for the community.
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Work in progress: A screen shot of the proposed layout of the top of the homepage of the new website

Threatened Species Bake Off
The Threatened Species Bake Off was launched by the Threatened Species Commissioner in 2019 for the
third year in a row ahead of Threatened Species Day on September 7. The Bake Off aims to build
awareness in the community about Australia’s threatened wildlife, by inviting Australians to bake a dessert
that resembles a threatened species. The 2019 submissions were again judged based on the likeness to the
chosen threatened species and the creativity of the design and a People’s Choice award was given to the
creation that received the most Facebook ‘Likes’. Marnie Giroud again produced a fantastic cake for
Gilbert’s Potoroo. Even more innovative than last year, the cake included a mother and young Gilbert’s
Potoroo feeding on truffles while threatened by a fire and fox lurking in the background. While the cake
did not win any of the awards, and we may be just a little bit biased, we think the cake was absolutely
brilliant in its creativity in that it told a whole story about Gilbert’s Potoroo – its unique diet and two of the
main threats to its survival.

Cake and photos by Marnie Giroud

You can watch a video of the cake being made at the following link
https://bit.ly/35EDbsS
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GRANTS AND SUBMISSIONS
Senate Inquiry Submission
The Senate Inquiry into Australia’s faunal extinction crisis was re-adopted in the 46th Parliament for inquiry
and report by November 13th 2019. On July 29th, the report date was extended to the last day of the 2020
Autumn sittings of the Senate. Public hearings were held in Sydney and Canberra on August 20th and 23rd
respectively. Further information on the re-adopted Inquiry can be found at the following link
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Environment_and_Communication
s/Faunalextinction2019.
GPAG’s submission can be accessed here: https://bit.ly/2BMYTh3.
If you’d like more information on the background to the Senate inquiry, you can also read Lisa Cox’s
Guardian article at the following link: https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/jun/27/senateinquiry-threatened-species-crisis.

South Coast NRM Grant for South Coast Threatened Species Forum
GPAG are delighted to announce that
our application to South Coast NRM
for funding through the Australian
Government’s National Landcare
Program for a South Coast Threatened
Species Forum was successful. We are
now extremely busy organising a
weekend of exciting events. These will
include the South Coast Threatened
Species Forum all day on Saturday
November 30 and Sunday morning
December 1, a truffle themed dinner
sponsored by the Truffle and Wine
Company and Ocean and Paddock to celebrate 25 years since the rediscovery of Gilbert’s Potoroo on the
Saturday night, November 30, and an event at Two Peoples Bay on Sunday afternoon December 1 which
will include a barbecue, guided walks, and talks about Two Peoples Bay and the threatened species that
occur there including, of course, Gilbert’s Potoroo.
Registrations for the weekend’s events will be opening very soon. If you would like to receive email
notifications as organisation progresses please register your interest on the Save the Date webpage
https://event.potoroo.org and you will be emailed further details as they become available. More
information on the event and our generous sponsors coming soon.
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MERCHANDISE

CARDS: Quality hand-made cards featuring a picture
of Gilbert’s Potoroo from a watercolour by Jann van
der Helder. Blank inside.
$4 each or 5 for $16.

POSTCARDS: Featuring a photo of Gilbert’s
Potoroo by Dick Walker and information about
the Potoroo on both the front and back
$2.50 each

BUMPER STICKERS $2.50

BOOKMARKS $2.00

TEATOWELS: Printed
on 100% cotton with
some key facts about
Gilbert’s Potoroo!
$10 each or 3 for $25

STUBBY HOLDERS:
Designed by GPAG
members featuring a
photo of Gilbert’s
Potoroo by Dick
Walker.
$10 each or 2 for $15
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CAPS: Front of caps “Gilbert’s Potoroo”, Back of
caps “Help Us”. Available in dark green & yellow
(white writing) or cream and green.
$10 each

A POTOROO’S TAIL: A delightful book written and beautifully
illustrated by Albany artist Sandy O’Doherty. All profits from the
sale of the book will go to the Gilbert’s Potoroo Action Group.
$15 each

PEEKABOO POTOROO & FOOEY ROOEY:
Two gorgeous stories by Jackie Lomax
about the adventures of Lyla a lost Longfooted Potoroo finding a new home with
Gilbert’s Potoroos at Two Peoples Bay.
Beautifully illustrated by Laila Savolainen.
$20 for the pair
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MERCHANDISE ORDER FORM
Item
Cards (ea)
Cards (pk of 5)
Postcards (ea)
Bumper Stickers (ea)
Bookmarks (ea)
Teatowels (ea)
Teatowels (3 pk)
Stubby Holders (ea)
Stubby Holders (2 pk)
Caps
Fridge Magnets (ea)
A Potoroos Tale
Peekaboo Potoroo &
Fooey Rooey (set of 2 bks)

Cost/item
$4.00
$16
$2.50
$2.50
$2.00
$10.00
$25.00
$10.00
$15.00
$10.00
$10.00
$2.50
$15.00

Quantity

Total Cost

Cream & Green
Solid Green

$20.00
Product total
Postage & packing (<500g)*
Add a donation?

$10.00

Total Cost
* Within Australia. Postage for larger and overseas orders will need to be costed individually depending on weight
and destination. You will be contacted by the Treasurer with a final quote for postage if your order weighs more
than 500g or you need the items sent overseas.
NAME______________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS ___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
PHONE (Work) __________________________ (Home) _____________________________
EMAIL _____________________________________________________________________

Payment Methods
DIRECT DEPOSIT: National Australia Bank; BSB: 086-518; Account Number: 54-316-8395
Please include your surname and “Merchandise” in the Reference line.
CHEQUE: Please make cheques payable to Gilbert’s Potoroo Action Group Inc
Send To:

The Treasurer
Gilbert’s Potoroo Action Group Inc
PO Box 654
Albany, WA 6331
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MEMBERSHIP FORM
To become a member of the GILBERT’S POTOROO ACTION GROUP, fill out the form below and either pay your
subscription by direct deposit and email the form to treasurer@potoroo.org or print out and return by mail with a
cheque enclosed. Any questions? Contact Val Hack on 0409 443 331 or Email treasurer@potoroo.org
NAME______________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS ___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
PHONE (Work) __________________________ (Home) _____________________________
EMAIL _____________________________________________________________________
Annual Subscription $10

Lifetime Membership $150

Would you like your newsletter sent by email

YES

NO

Payment Methods
DIRECT DEPOSIT: National Australia Bank; BSB: 086-518; Account Number: 54-316-8395
Please include your surname and “Membership” in the Reference line.
CHEQUE: Please make cheques payable to Gilbert’s Potoroo Action Group Inc
Send To:

The Treasurer
Gilbert’s Potoroo Action Group Inc
PO Box 654
Albany, WA 6331

DONATIONS
As a Nationally Registered Environmental Organization the Gilbert’s Potoroo Action Group Inc. offers tax deductible
donation facilities. To claim tax benefits, your donation must be a minimum of $2 and made payable to the GPAG
Public Tax Deductible Donation Fund. Tax deductible donations can also be made through our website
www.potoroo.org.
NAME______________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS ___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
PHONE (Work) __________________________ (Home) _____________________________
EMAIL _____________________________________________________________________
Payment Methods
DIRECT DEPOSIT: National Australia Bank; BSB: 086-518; Account Number: 57-064-2101.
Please include your surname in the Reference line and email this form to treasurer@potoroo.org
CHEQUE: Please make cheques payable to Gilbert’s Potoroo Action Group Inc Public Tax Deductible Donation Fund
Send To:

The Treasurer
Gilbert’s Potoroo Action Group Inc
PO Box 654
Albany, WA 6331
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GILBERT’S POTOROO ACTION GROUP
2019 WINE SELECTION
A SPECIAL CASE FOR AUSTRALIA’S RAREST
MAMMAL
The Gilbert’s Potoroo is a critically endangered marsupial, thought to be extinct for over 100 years but rediscovered in 1994 at Two
Peoples Bay, on the south coast of Western Australia. For many years, the only Gilbert’s Potoroos known to exist in the wild were
confined to this single population, comprising less than 40 individuals. Conservation action then included the establishment of a
second population on Bald Island, which currently numbers about 70, and a fenced area on the mainland with about 20 potoroos.
Fires in November 2015 decimated the original colony and habitat at Two Peoples Bay leaving minimal potoroos. It may be about
10 years before this area is able to sustain another colony. Since then a fourth colony of 10 has been established at Middle Island
in the Recherche Archipelago.

Four fabulous wines from the award winning Jingalla Winery have been specially labelled to feature the Gilbert’s Potoroo.
Profits from the sale of the wines will directly support the recovery of this species and the ongoing work of Gilbert’s Potoroo
Action Group Inc.

2019 LIMITED OFFER – ORDERS IN BY 15 NOVEMBER – DISPATCH 18 NOVEMBER
Minimum 1 case order
(One dozen bottles)
Cartons may be mixed
2019
Porongurup Riesling
2018
Semillon Sauv Blanc
2017
Cabernet Merlot
2018
Shiraz
Port

BOTTLE
PRICE
(Inc GST)

NUMBER
BOTTLES

CASE PRICE

NUMBER
CASES

PRICE
(Inc GST)

$17.00
$15.00
$17.00
$18.00
$17.00

……….
……….
……….
……….
……….

$204.00
$180.00
$204.00
$216.00
$204.00

……….
……….
……….
……….
……….
SUB TOTAL
FREIGHT

$.............
$.............
$.............
$.............
$............

TOTAL

$............
$............
$............

Total # Bottles ………. Total Cases ………..
Delivery Charge (per carton): Perth $12, WA South $22; WA North $57; Sydney $25; Outer $30, NSW country $68;
Adelaide $25; SA country $67; Melbourne $25; Outer $28 VIC country $68; Brisbane $30; Outer $32 QLD country $69;
Canberra $30; NT & Tas $65.
All prices include $1.60 receipted delivery fee.
Please ring 0409 443 331 with any enquiries
PLEASE COMPLETE IN FULL and email/post with payment to:
Gilbert’s Potoroo Action Group Inc
P O Box 654
ALBANY WA 6331
Phone: 0409 443 331
Email: treasurer@potoroo.org (please do NOT reply to the group email list with your card details)
Name:

…………………………………………………………………………….

Address …………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………….
Email:

…………………………………………………………………………….

Phone: …………………………… Any special delivery instructions: ……………………………………………………….
PAYMENT DETAILS: Visa/Mastercard/Cheque (Payable to Jingalla Wines)
Name on Card: ………………………………………………… Signature: ……………………………………………..
Number:

__ __ __ __ / __ __ __ __ / __ __ __ __ / __ __ __ __

Expiry Date:

____/_____/ _______

CVV: __ __ __ (3 digit # on reverse of card)

The Gilbert’s Potoroo Wine Selection is an initiative of the Gilbert’s Potoroo Action Group and is supported by Jingalla Wines
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