Our commitment to you

So what’s next?

At Sharrock Pitman Legal, our paramount focus and intent is to really care for you,
our client, so that we meet your needs and serve your ends, first and foremost.

At Sharrock Pitman Legal, we understand that dealing with separation and
divorce is stressful, emotional and often not even wanted. However, in the
midst of that, it is our desire to walk alongside you and give you peace of mind
as you navigate through this often misunderstood area of law.

In doing so, we want to take away your worry and concern and provide you with
solutions that are of real benefit to you and which will give you peace of mind. In
this small way as your lawyers, we aim to help you enjoy life and to give you hope for
a better future.
And these are not idle words intended to impress. Every decision we make as a
law practice is informed and shaped and directed by this focus and motivation.
In day to day legal practice, such focus and motivation compels us to give ALL of
ourselves with ALL of our knowledge, skills and expertise as lawyers, ALL of the time.
As a law practice, we do so:
>

By devising effective solutions for your immediate legal needs

>

By achieving outcomes that deliver significant value and benefit, and

>

By creating opportunities for your long term benefit and well being.

And we embrace the following business standards to shape everything we do and
say for your benefit:
1.

2.

3.

We stand firm. For us, this means that we will not compromise our
ethical standards or our honesty and integrity, never ever. This goes to our
character.
We dig deep. For us, this means that we practice law by really caring so
that we serve you with dignity, respect, understanding and empathy, second
to none. This goes to our heart.
We run marathons. For us, this means that we train hard and give
the very best of ourselves, and of our expertise, knowledge, skills and
service for your benefit, as mediocrity just will not cut it. This goes to our
competence.

4.

We climb mountains. For us, this means that we act fearlessly, with
courage, perseverance and determination, regardless of the difficulty or
challenge. This goes to our commitment.

5.

We make rain. For us, this means that we are totally focused on meeting
and even exceeding expectations, achieving remarkable results, and adding
real value because of our legal work, and nothing less will do. This goes to
our passion.

All of this is our solemn and sincere commitment to you, our client.
From start to finish, we will be:

On Your Side

Separation and divorce are difficult and life-changing events often marked
by high stress. The end of a relationship is never easy and, throughout
this process, many people will experience a range of emotions, such as
hopelessness, anger, sorrow, resentment and grief. It’s a time of change, a time
of uncertainty. Our job is to respond to your needs and support you through this
transition with the dignity, tact and privacy you deserve.
Each separation and divorce is unique with its own set of problems that need to
be overcome. We want to help you through the trauma of this time and help you
avoid the high costs of contested court proceedings. Your welfare is our priority.
We’ll show you the way to reconstruct a clear future that is most beneficial to
you and your children.
Feel free to give us a call and chat to one of our friendly and helpful family
lawyers, or send us an email and we will get in touch at a time that suits you.
Please call if we can be of
assistance at any time

Email:

1300 205 506

Twitter: twitter.com/sharrockpitman
Facebook: facebook.com/
sharrockpitmanlegal
Linked in: linkedin.com/company/
sharrock-pitman-legal

Suite 2, Ground Floor
40 Montclair Avenue
PO Box 265
Glen Waverley VIC 3150

On the journey to
a better future

family@sharrockpitman.com.au

www.sharrockpitman.com.au
Accredited Specialists in Business Law, Property Law,
Commercial Litigation and Family Law
Nationally Accredited Mediators for Disputes
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we’re on your side

At a Relationship Crossroad?
What happens now?
The breakdown of a relationship can be emotionally devastating. It can be like
standing at a crossroad in your life, feeling lost.
The uncertainty of where you and your children will live, when you will spend
time with your children, and what will happen with the family home and
financial assets can be extremely stressful.
Before making any decisions, it is extremely important to obtain expert legal
advice to ensure you are aware of your full entitlements and responsibilities.
This brochure provides an overview to assist those facing a separation.
As Accredited Family Law Specialists, Sharrock Pitman Legal can help you find
the way.

Counselling
Counselling is an important aspect of a relationship break-down that is often
overlooked.
Relationship counselling can assist couples to work through their issues and
often leads to reconciliation. Sometimes, opening the lines of communication
between couples may show the way forward.
In addition, personal counselling is very highly recommended when navigating
the difficult path of separation. Such counselling can help you create strategies
to cope with the emotion and stress that comes with a relationship breakdown,
particularly when there is disagreement over children’s arrangements and asset
division.

Parenting
When making parenting arrangements it is important to ensure the primary
focus is on the best interests of your children. Remember children have
the rights and parents have the responsibilities! Children have the right to
a meaningful relationship with both parents that is of benefit to the child’s
welfare, providing that the relationship is safe and the child is not exposed to
or at risk of any form of harm.
Things to consider when making care arrangements:
> Generally parents will have equal shared parental responsibility. That is,
both parents share decision making for “major long-term issues”, such as

education, religion, and health. “Day to day” care decisions, like what your child
will wear, are generally made by the parent with the care of the child at the time.
> Is equal time an option? Remember to take into account the best interests of
your child; any arrangement needs to work for them.
> If equal time is impractical, can an arrangement that includes week days,
weekends and time on special days and during holidays be reached? This will
ensure the child can have both parents involved with all aspects of their life.
The ‘right’ care arrangement is what will work best for your children, taking into
account the children’s right to be safe and protected from harm and the right to
have a meaningful relationship with both parents. Other considerations include
the capacity of each parent to meet their children’s needs, each parent’s attitude
towards the children and other parent, and the children’s wishes.
There is no set age at which a child can make a decision as to their living
arrangements. However, their age and maturity, along with the reasons behind
their wishes, can influence a decision.
Parenting arrangements can be formalised by either a Parenting Plan or Court
Orders (which are often made by consent without actually going to Court). The
former is a written agreement that provides a framework for the parenting
arrangement and allows flexibility and communication. On the other hand, Court
Orders are binding and enforceable (which is useful where communication is
difficult), but are also more rigid and difficult to alter later on.
You may also be entitled to receive (or obliged to pay) child support. This is often
best dealt with through the Child Support Agency, although private agreements
can also be made which may take into account educational expenses.

Property
Almost all couples acquire some form of property throughout their relationship.
It may seem like a daunting task, but we will help you calculate your entitlement
as efficiently and effectively as possible. The process for calculating each
person’s entitlement involves the following steps:
1. Valuing all assets and liabilities, whether jointly or individually owned,
including superannuation.
2. Assessing contributions: initial contributions (who had what at the start),
direct financial contributions (income earning during the relationship) and
indirect financial contributions (such as labour in renovations), non-financial
contributions (such as homemaker and parent), as well as any extraordinary
contributions or windfalls (such as an inheritance or a lottery win).
3. Adjusting for future needs factors. This includes taking into account each
person’s age and health, each person’s capacity to earn income, whether

either person has the care of a child under 18, any financial resources, as
well as the length of the relationship.
4. Ensuring the overall settlement is just and equitable. This takes into
account the actual division, including who gets what portion of the hard
assets and who gets what portion of the superannuation, for example.
A property settlement can be formalised by Court Orders (including by consent,
as with parenting matters) or by a Binding Financial Agreement (a “BFA”).
Both are highly technical documents and have their own advantages and
disadvantages. We will talk you through that when the time comes so you know
which options are right for you.

Divorce
Obtaining a divorce is generally the full stop (or in some cases the exclamation
mark!) in family law matters.
In Australia, you must be separated for at least 12 months before you can apply
for a divorce.
Once your divorce is finalised, you will then only have 12 months to resolve your
property issues, which is why many couples choose to leave the official divorce
until last. If your matter is not going to be finalised within that time period, you
would need to apply to the Court for assistance before the 12 months runs out.

So what’s next?
At Sharrock Pitman Legal, we understand that dealing with separation and
divorce is stressful, emotional and often not even wanted. However, in the
midst of that, it is our desire to walk alongside you and give you peace of mind
as you navigate through this often misunderstood area of law.
The end of a relationship is never easy and we understand that your situation
is unique with your own set of issues and that you will experience a range of
emotions. Our role is to respond to your needs and support you through this
transition with the care you deserve to help get you to a better and brighter
future. Your welfare and that of your children’s, is our priority.
As Accredited Family Law Specialists, we’re on your side to help you reconstruct
a future that is most beneficial to you and your family.

Sharrock Pitman Legal
Please call if we can be of assistance at any time

1300 205 506

