
I Have A Friend Who Likes Donald Trump and Republicans

Pharisees Life Mission> “BE the RIGHT ONES doing it the RIGHT WAY and get rid of those who are WRONG.”

Their Major Message- “Follow the rules or be excluded.” Attribute of God most emphasized- RIGHTEOUSNESS

Republicans major message- Keep things at a minimum in government to do the right thing as we define what is right BUT stay in 
charge.

The Pharisees Primary Goal> From the START of Jesus’ demonstrated, authoritative ministry, Pharisees we’re out to KILL Him 
because He didn’t line up with their legalistic ideals.

Pharisees cared more BEING the “Right Ones” DOING the “Right Things” than FOLLOWING the “Right ONE” who showed what 
really IS “Right.”

Pharisees cared more about their RULES than those that suffer.

“Another time Jesus went into the synagogue, and a man with a shrivelled hand was there. Some of them were looking for a reason 
to accuse Jesus, so they watched him closely to see if he would heal him on the Sabbath. Jesus said to the man with the shrivelled 
hand, ‘Stand up in front of everyone.’ Then Jesus asked them, ‘Which is lawful on the Sabbath: to do good or to do evil, to save life 
or to kill?’ But they remained silent. He looked around at them in anger and, deeply distressed at their stubborn hearts, said to the 
man, ‘Stretch out your hand.’ He stretched it out, and his hand was completely restored. Then the Pharisees went out and began to 
plot with the Herodians how they might kill Jesus.” Mark 3:1-6 NIV

Pharisees looked for TAX loopholes.

“Later they sent some of the Pharisees and Herodians to Jesus to catch him in his words. They came to him and said, ‘Teacher, we 
know that you are a man of integrity. You aren’t swayed by others, because you pay no attention to who they are; but you teach the 
way of God in accordance with the truth. Is it right to pay the poll-tax to Caesar or not?...Then Jesus said to them, ‘Give back to 
Caesar what is Caesar’s and to God what is God’s.’ And they were amazed at him.” Mark 12:13-14, 17

Pharisees looked for SIGNS to catch Jesus in an AUTHORITY loophole.

“The Pharisees came and began to question Jesus. To test him, they asked him for a sign from heaven. He sighed deeply and said, 
‘Why does this generation ask for a sign? Truly I tell you, no sign will be given to it.’” Mark 8:11-12 NIV

Pharisees looked for MARRIAGE loopholes.

“Some Pharisees came to him to test him. They asked, ‘Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife for any and every reason?’ ‘Haven’t 
you read,’ he replied, ‘that at the beginning the Creator “made them male and female,” and said, “For this reason a man will leave 
his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh”? So they are no longer two, but one flesh. 
Therefore what God has joined together, let no-one separate.’ ‘Why then,’ they asked, ‘did Moses command that a man give his 
wife a certificate of divorce and send her away?’ Jesus replied, ‘Moses permitted you to divorce your wives because your hearts 
were hard. But it was not this way from the beginning.” Matthew 19:3-8 NIV

Pharisees tried to trap Jesus in SEXUAL loopholes.

“At dawn he appeared again in the temple courts, where all the people gathered round him, and he sat down to teach them. The 
teachers of the law and the Pharisees brought in a woman caught in adultery. They made her stand before the group and said to 
Jesus, ‘Teacher, this woman was caught in the act of adultery. In the Law Moses commanded us to stone such women. Now what 
do you say?’ They were using this question as a trap, in order to have a basis for accusing him. But Jesus bent down and started to 
write on the ground with his finger. When they kept on questioning him, he straightened up and said to them, ‘Let any one of you 
who is without sin be the first to throw a stone at her.’ Again he stooped down and wrote on the ground. At this, those who heard 
began to go away one at a time, the older ones first, until only Jesus was left, with the woman still standing there. Jesus straight-
ened up and asked her, ‘Woman, where are they? Has no-one condemned you?’ ‘No-one, sir,’ she said. ‘Then neither do I 
condemn you,’ Jesus declared. ‘Go now and leave your life of sin.’” John 8:2-11 NIV

Jesus REDIRECTED her and the REDEEMED her.

But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to where he was baptising, he said to them: ‘You brood of vipers! 
Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? Produce fruit in keeping with repentance.” Matthew 3:7-8 NIV



GET THIS:
The part of God’s nature that Pharisees emphasized was “Just MAKE the rules and FOLLOW them.” The rules are more important 
than LOVE

So What? So JESUS is supreme over all and He alone can save the world.

Now What? PUT Jesus FIRST and pray for God’s kingdom to come on earth in and through Republicans as it is in heaven.

“‘This, then, is how you should pray: ‘ “Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven.” Matthew 6:9-10 NIV

And how do I interact with my Republican friends? Ask for God’s kingdom in every instance:

What is true?
What is kind?
What is helpful?
What is clear?

Then, DO what God guides you to do.


